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Introduction: How Will This Book Help You Ac 
c 
CSS? 


As the name depicts, Acing CSS is a book that would turn 
out to be the single most crucial source in the journey of qualifying 
CSS Competitive Examinations. The book covers a wide range of 
subjects, concepts and debates, which when combined will help the 
readers build the knowledge base necessarily needed for acing the 
CSS examinations. Starting from the Essay paper, how will the 
book help you in resolving this conundrum? 

Based on the knowledge that owes a lot to the prowess of 
top position holders of CSS and the honourable professors who are 
known for essay writing, it is discerned that the Essay paper is 
essentially about reflecting informed opinions and quality 
arguments about a particular topic coupled with an advanced 
Writing expression. To that end, this book will provide the aspirants 
with fundamental knowledge about topics ranging from all the 


important current international and national affairs to economic and 
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political systems adopted by different countries, while also helping 
them get familiar with various layers of arguments. For instance, the 
third chapter in the book, which is about Muller's What is 
Populism?, covers almost all of the aspects of populism in a concise 
manner, a topic that has become extremely relevant with the rise of 
populist leaders like Donald Trump, Geert Wilders, Nigel Farage 
and Narendera Modi amongst others. 

Another example is of the first chapter in the book, which 
delineates the reasons behind the success and failure of different 
nations with reference to Acemoglu's and Robinson's Why Nations 
Fail. The chapter answers: what role the nature of institutions 
(inclusive or extractive) plays in determining the fate of a nation; 
what the ingredients of inclusive institutions are; what role critical 
junctures play in changing the balance of society; and how virtuous 
and vicious circles decide the course a particular nation will likely 
follow. These takeaways can be applied to the success and failure of 
a multitude of nations and can be appropriately used while 
answering an Essay question pertaining to the rise and fall (or 
stagnation) of different nations. Talking of the success stories of 
growing economies of the world, the book has two other chapters 
on this subject (chapter 4 and 7) in addition to chapter |, narrating 
the success of North-East Asian and Nordic economies respectively. 

Next comes climate change. It is one of the biggest threats 
to the world with South Asian countries being more vulnerable than 
others. The book, therefore, includes a great deal of information 
about this peril along with the needed policy measures to be found 
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in various chapters. Chapter 6, which has 


. been w m4 " 
reference to Naomi Klein's work, Specifically ae 


deals with climate 
ism. 

Terrorism, despite being the most covered issue, is still a 
topic troubling most candidates because of the complexity attached 


io it. Keeping this in mind, scores of chapters (chapter 9, 15, 21, 26 


change as 4 phenomenon instigated by neoliberal 


29, 31 and 35) have been written on the topic, taking into account 
the dynamics of foreign policy, international alliances. religion and 
other factors that are inevitably intertwined with it. 
As it has been closely observed over the years that the 
Essay paper frequently includes a topic or two regarding technology 
and its implications, the book comprises three chapters (chapter 25, 
30 and 34) on this area of study, written with reference to the works 
of authors who have enviable mastery on the subject of technology, 
Considering the growing wealth concentration in the world 
and the subsequent menace of power concentration, the book 
addresses the fundamental problems of neoliberal capitalism and 
economic globalisation with reference to case studies of different 
countries. while also informing the readers about the alternatives. 
Several chapters (chapter 6. 12. 13, 16, 19, 20, 28, 37 and 40) have 
been written in this regard to let the aspirants have a thorough 
knowledge about the issues neoliberalism revolves —_ —_ 
Contemplating the upsurge in human rights violations in 
the age of the market and anti-pluralism, plenty of chapters (chapter 


light of 
5, 8, 9, 12 and 28) have been written to attend 10 the the plight 
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Be __, 
peuple living in Kashmir, Palestine, Syria and other thirg tie 


CUMMET eS. 
The woes of Pakistan have been addressed in a number of 


chapters including chapter 14, 17, 23, 27. 3S and 39, The book Also 
hobs the history of Islam, the origin and implications of the Shira. 
Sunni divide and the major discourses circulating around Istam jp 
today’s world in the form of three chapters (chapter 23, 31 and 38), 
Onher important topics the book encompasses are foreign 
aid, British imperialism in India, nuclear proliferation. nuclear 
disarmament, tax havens and offshore industry, American foreign 
policy, feminism, refugee crisis, urbanisation and political economy 
of mass media amongst others, 
in a nutshell, the book has perhaps everything that relates 
to the Essay paper. The aspirants can use the content as well as 
quotes from different authors (which have been cited properly) 
while answering the Essay question, These chapters are not essays 
of course, but they have sufficient Perspectives which can be 
understood and applied to 3 broad range of topics, 
Similarly, the kno i 
can be a in wclatenuiee aie okie 
Of other subjects. 


Petheps & Aas is utity in all of them in one way or we 
the subjects towards which the book contrib son other. but 


Current Affairs, Pakistan Affairs, Internationa! ae Mensely are 
Science, Economics, Islamic Studies, Sociotog ons, Political 
and 


Public Policies and Journalism. 
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Why Nations Fail: The Origins of 
Prosperity and Poverty 


By Daron \cemogly and James A. Robinson 


Power, 


About the Authors 

Daron Acemoglu is a Turkish-American economist, 
currently working as the Elizabeth and James Killian Professor of 
Economics at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT). He 
is one of the most cited and renowned economists of the world and 
has written several scholarly papers and books. His fields of interest 
include political economy. economic growth, income inequality, 
human capital development and labour economics. 

James Robinson is a prominent British economist and 
political scientist who studied from the same institute as Acemoglu, 
that is. London School of Economics (LSE) and is currently a Dr. 
© of Global Conflict Studies at the 
rests range from political economy 
ic and political development: 


Richard L, Pearson Professo 
University of Chicago. His inte 
and comparative politics to econom 
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Why ahora 
Overview 
Drawing on the case studies of several Countries, A 
and Robinson illustrate the reasons for the failure of some of 
and the success of others. The authors reveal that how cenain 
nations overcame poverty and set forth a path toward succes, ang 
prosperity. Inc ions which failed to follow such g path 


were the ones in control of powerful elites = “disinterested ig 
uchieving prosperig’”, preventing innovation and _ supporting 
ios tractive institutions’. The book revolves around the CONCEpts of 
inclusive and extractive institutions and emphasises that it is the 
Inpe of institutions a nation holds that sets the course of its progress. 
Simply put, ‘inclusive institutions’ yield prospenty and “extractive 
institutions’ are strongly correlated with poverty. In other words, 


Jthy Nations Fail answers how “political and economic institutions 
amicract in causing poverty or prosperity’. Moreover, the authors 


dismiss factors such as geography and culture while analyzing the 
history of various countries and argue that it is only the nature of 
institutions and the circles they generate — ‘virtuous’ or ‘vicious’ - 
that matter. 
Six Takeaways 

Nature of Political and Economic Institutions Determine the 
Fate of a Nation 

The fence Cutting the city of Nogales in two halves tells an 
Cye-Opening story about the state of affairs on either side. To the 
north of it lays the US city of Nogales, Arizona and to its south rests 
the Mexican city of Nogales, Sonora, It is the same city with people 
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iim ihe Same race, having similar geography and climate. 
Yet there Is @ sharp contrast between the living conditions of the 
rwo sets of people. People living on the Arizona side enjoy high life 
expectancy. access to education, healthcare. electricity and other 
utilities. and “the income of the average household there is about 
$30,000 a year” (Acemoglu and Robinson. p. 7). Contrarily, the 
Mexican side of Nogales lives in abysmal conditions. The “incomy 
of the average household there is about one-third that in Nogales, 
Arizona” (p. 7), People suffer from chronic diseases, have no access 
io quality healthcare, education and other public amenities, have 
poor life expectancy and are faced with street crimes every now and 
then. On every front, the Mexican side lags miles behind the US 
side. This enormous difference is not a result of geographical or 
cultural dissimilarities but a consequence of living in "..@ vee 
world shaped by different institutians” (p. 9). In the authors’ words: 
. : The reason that Nogales, Arizona, is much richer than 

Nogales, Sonora, is simple: it is because of the very 

different institutions om the two sides of the border, 

which create very different incentives for the inhabitants 

of Nogales, Arizona, versus Nogales, Sonora. (p. 42) 

Besides Nogales, Acemoglu and Robinson give examples 
of other bordering cuuntries and show a great deal of interest in the 
evolution of their institutions. This peculiar way of analyzing the 
institutions of countries bordering each other and delving into the 
reasons causing prosperity or poverty in the respective countries 's 
quite apt, primarily because when all geographical, cultural an 
climatic conditions are similar, it becomes easy to penpownt the 
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Why Nations Fail 
institutional differences leading to strikingly different economic oa 
political outcomes. 

Countries lying on the either side of the 38° parallel! (Sou, 
Korea and North Korea) are another example the authors seem to 4, 
interested in. Just like Nogales, Korea was once united. The pos. 
World War II period. however, saw a split in the region. with Noap 
Korea pot influence ; 
administered by the US. Both countries took a start at the same time 
and had similar demographic and geographical conditions, but “sy 
the late 1990s, in just about half a century, South Korean 
xrowth and North Korean_stagnation led to a tenfold gap 
hetween the two halves of this once-wnited country” (p. 73). The 
answer to the question pertaining to such enormous difference in 
economic growth and living conditions lies in the nature of 
institutions, Norih Korea, since 1945. has been ruled by dictators 
who did not Ict the institutions develop and made sure that all the 
educational, socio-economic and political institutions function in 
accordance with the ambition of the dictators to rule for as long as 
they possibly can. Consequently, the freedom to own property, 
pursue private business, express opinion and disagree with the state 
policies has been nomexistem. On the other — Squih_ Kore? 
different course and not j in 
hea! Iso jded a feasible environment for 
“ullkeprencurs 10 initiate their own businesses, The state backed the 


NeWwase bustiesses, while sunultaneously making sure that providing 
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utilities like electricity, telephone 
» educati 
own responsibility, 
Over time, the institutions 
a fen Ca South Korea was not only able to spend large 


portions of budget on human capital development. but also attracted 


massive amounts of foreign investment as a result of increasing the 


ease of doing business in the region. The situation today is such that 
South Korea is one of the most developed economies of the world. 
albeit not free from the menace of economic inequality, and North 
Korea is a pariah state immersed in poverty, committing grave 
human rights abuses. Summing up the situation in the authors’ 
words: 

The people of South Korea have living standards similar 

to those of Portugal and Spain. To the north, in the so 

called Democratic People’s Republic of Korca, or Noeth 

Korea, living standards are akin to those af a_s9- 

Saharan African country, about one-tenth of average 

living standards in South Korea, The heath of North 

Koreans is in an even worse state; the average North 

Korean can expect to live ten years less than his cousins 

south of the 38th parallel. (p, 7!) 

Based on the above-mentioned examples. it ts easy 1 
figure out that i 
Korea and the failure of Mexico and North Korea, or for that mafisr 
the entire sub-Saharan Africa and several countries cine 


institutions — 
nature of institutions. It is the very nalure obras 


Inclusive" or ‘exrractive’~ tat defines the course of 7 nation's 


r 
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Why Nations Fail 
destiny. As penned by the authors, “Countries differ in thei, 
economic success because of their different institutions, the 
rules influencing how the economy works, and the incentives 
that motivate people.” (p. 73) 

Inclusive Institutions: A Mix of Pluralism and Centralisation 
As opposed to a a ee, 
Pluralism (a concept based on diversity and tolerance, suggest 


peaceful co-existence of different groups in a society a 
differem beliefs and opinions), What this essentially means is that 
the power does not rest with a few individuals or groups; instead, a . 
broad coalition is formed Io make sure that every group of a society 
has a fair and proportional share in the power spectrum. Incase of 
the_absenss of pluralism in a political_and economic setting 
inclusive institutions cannot and, thus, there is a great 
likelihood that the grievances of a number of groups would remain 
unaddressed. As the authors note, “Without some sort of pluralism, 
there would be a danger that one of the diverse interests world 
usurp power at the expense of the rest” (p. 211). 

Pluralism. is obviously the gomersione of inclusive 
institutions, but it cannot ( forge inclusive institutions in the absence 
of powerful or centralised states, If the state is not powerful and 
cannot enforce rule of law, chaos and lawlessness become 
inevitable, Somalia is a befitting example here. History shows that 
political power in Somalia “has long been widely distributed - 
almost pluralistic” (p. 80), but the country has not experienced any 
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form of pepsi’ institutions so far, This is solely because the state 
lacks a centralized authority. in the authors’ words: 
Indeed there is no 
sncion vt jou dS tan we 
Society is divided imo 
deeply antagonistic clans that cannot dominate one 
__another. The of ; ai 
the guns of another. This distribution of power leads not 
10 inclusive institutions but to chaos, and at the root of it 
is the Somali state's lack of any kind of politica 
centratization, of state centralization, and its inability 9 
enforce even the minimal amount of law and order to 
support economic activity, trade, or even the basic 
security of its citizens. (p. 80) 
institutions, thus, has two 
ingredients: pluralism and centralization, 
The Pecking Order of Political and Economic Institutions 
Politics is a process that determines the rules of — 
governance, which in tum determine what kind of economic 
institutions a country would embrace. Since the power of devising 
economic policies rests with the political representatives, it is 
politics economics. The reason we find different kinds of 
sconamic institutions i different countries is the difference in the 
prevalent political institutions. US-style political institutions. which 
are based on pluralism and state centralisation, would set the stage 
for inclusive economic institutions 10 prosper. On the other hand, 
political institutions in North Korea or golonial Barbados wou'd 
give rise 10 economic institutions that are purely extractive, SENG 
the imerests of few individuals or groups. So, when Mf comes 19 
7 
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and economic institutions, the former leads the Peking 
cemoglu and Robinson: 

Potiical imitations determane who has power ' society 

and to what ends tut power can be used ent 

gisibusion of power is narrow and unconstrained, then 

the potitical institutions are absobulist. a5 exemplified by 

sia shoal ist monarchies reigning throughout the wortd 

during much of history. Under absolutist political 

institations such as these in North Korea and colonial 

Latin America, those who can wield this power will be 

able to set up ecomomic institutions to enrich themselves 

and augment thelr power at the expense of society. Im 

contrast. political institutions that distribute power 

broadly in society and subject it to constraints are 

pluralestic, Instead of being vested im a single individual 

of a marrow group, political power rests with a broad 

coalition or a pluralety of groups. (p. BD) 

What stands out from the discussion is that political 
institutions are the real game-changers, There is not even an iota of 
doubt in the fact that it is the economic institutions that determine 
the growth of an economy and, thus, the prosperity of a nation, bet 
the question arises that how exactly such economic institutions 
come into being. The answer lies in the political will and the nature 
of political institutions, simply because the power to determine 
fcomomic scenarios and put in place a particular economic syste™ 
emanates Frog, woe the Political institutions. 

Critical Junctires: Changing the Balance in a Society 

The authors define ‘critical juncture’ as “a major ever! 

confluence of factors disrupting the existing economic © 


political 
order, In the words of A 
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politicel ecg in veriely . (P. 101). Every Gation has witnessed 
one or more Critical junctures in the course of its history, These 
s are crucial enou an 

a of political ppaatag a mu coding 

INStilutions, as seen in 
England in the middle of the fourteenth century when a catastrophic 
event called "The Bubonic "or “The Black Death’ changed 
the dynamics of the labour market. “The Plague wiped out about 
half of the population” (p. 96) of England, with the result that the 
landowners and capitalists faced severe shonage of the peasants and 
labourers. The labour force, thus, capitalized on the situation and 
started i ights and empowerment, eventually 
pushing England towards inclusiveness. The cy : critical 
that it altered the whole structure of instil. albeit in a gradual . 
manner, and, thus, the journey of England towards building 
inclusive political and economic institutions started, 

Contrarily, Eastern Europe took an altogether differen 
course. Instead of giving labourers and peasants more rights and 
making institutions inclusive in the wake of labour scarcity, the 
landlords .came,up with “a greater incentive 10 as ini 
marke/eetractive and the peasants servile” (p. 100). 

What protrudes from the above-mentioned examples is that 
same critical juncture occurring in different regions c=n nae 


completely different outcomes. Another_ takeaway is that criices 
junctures cannot _necessaril “ fo Mitical 


revolution or to change for the better” (p. 111). SOD is full of 
cxramples revolutions not leading anywhere but just replacing 

7 ith another Many of the colonial states afler 
one tyrannical rule wit SO 
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getting independence from European imperialists in the post-World 
War Il period experienced critical juncture. From Asia to Africa, 
dovens of former colomes had age WR oe ea to rane 
inclusiveness, but none except ould pave ae ony y for a 
political and ccomomic change, 

The Virtuous Circle: How = Institutions Create Positive 
Feedback Loops 

Having discussed how inclusive institutions emerge, the 
next question that arises is why they persist. The reason is the 
“virtuous circle’ — “A powerful process of posifive feedback 
that preserves these institutions in the face of attempts at 
undermining them and, in fact, sets in motion forces that lead to 
greater inclusiveness” (p. #08). Once inclusive institutions develop 
in a particular political setting, it becomes very difficult for a group 
of individuals to exercise control at the expense of others. Because 
“inclusive institutions are based on constraints on the exercise of 
power and on a pluralistic distribution of political power in 
society”, no subset can “impase its will on others withow! any 
constraints” (p. 308). Whenever a group of people or an institution 
secks to exercise political power beyond its jurisdiction, the wisdom 
of rule of law kicks in and the inclusiveness of institutions remains 
preserved, 

The prevalence of rule of law coupled with pluralism, thus. 
sets a chain of cvents in motion that creates even greater 
inclusiveness. This interaction of positive forces seeking to preserv® 
inclusiveness occurs in a cyclic manner and has been calle? 
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Beane: veg hy the authors. But there is more to it. The tik ei 
inclusive political institutions complement inclusive economic 
institutions also plays a major role in PONE 
inclusiveness. In the authors” words: 
The virtuous circle arises mot only from the inherent 
logic of pluralism and the rule of taw, but also because 
inclusive political instituticns tend 10 supgort incbesive 
gconomic institutions. This then Isads to a more equal 
distribution of income. empowering a broad segment of 
society and making the political playing field even more 
level. This limits what one can achieve by userping 
political power and reduces the incentives 40_re-cteate 
extractive political snstinutions. These factors were 
, a a aaa 
ok institutions in Britain. (p. 309) 
The Vicious Circle: How Extractive Institutions Create 
Negative Feedback Loops 
“Vicious circle’, as opposed to “virtuous circle, involves a 
process in which extractive institutions inane “negative 
feedback loops” which in tum ensure the longevity of these 
institutions. As the name suggests. grce_the vious ci 


de . it becomes difficult to , 
ts attached to the ity of je", 


i fi 
negative forces, Because the bene | of 
the circle are so huge for the stakehokers involved, they [ESVE Do 


stone unturned and often make concerted efforts in resisting forces 
seeking a change. These few stakeholders, thus. constantly 


of the 
collaborate to gain more wealth and power at the expense 
majority. 
il 


Scanned by CamScanner 


os 
Wiky Natsons Foul 

The process starts with the onset, of exiractive political 
institutions. As unbridled power is characteristic of sych 
institutions, rulers take full use of the opportunity and gain morg 
power, control and wealth. To that end, they create extractive 
cconomic institutions working in_tandem with extractive political 
institutions, The following excerpt from the book captures the 
essence of the “vicious cycle’, 

Extractive political institutions lead to extractive 

economic institutions, which enrich a few at the expense 

of many. Those who benefit from extractive institutions 

thers have the resources to build their (private) armies 

and mercenaries, 10 buy their judges. and to rig their 

elections im order to remain in power. They also have 


every interest in defending the system, Therefore. 

extractive economic imstitetions create the platform for 

extractive political imstiewtions to persist. Power is 

valuable in regimes with extractive potitical instituthons. 

hecmuscpawer is unchecked and brings economic 
_fechecs. ip. 343) 

Vicious circles are as old as political regimes, but in the 
modem history of the world, their creation rests with European 
imperialists. From Africa to Asia, European colonizers created 
institulions intended to serve their own interests, Though they 
€ ins alive . The entire 
region of Africa in general and Sierra Leone in particular are 
pertinent examples in this regard. “During the colonial period, 
the British used a system of indirect rule to govern Sierra 
Leone, as they did with mast of their African colonies” (p. 337). 


At the heart of this system lie three things. First is the creation of 
12 
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rramount chiefs — individuals who were hired to collect taxes and 
keep order. Second is the introduction of marketing bounds, an 


authority Whose purpose was to control the price dynamics vis-a-vis 


sD foun ak teen oa ae 
he ne ith farmers barely surviving. Thind js 
selling Up a monopoly over the extraction of minerals in the form of 
uusts. All of these institutions, purely extractive in nature. were 
established by the British solely to meet their economic and 
political objectives. 

The British left Sierra Leone in 1961, but because a vicious 
circle had arisen by then, the extractive institutions continued to 
haunt the society for decades. much to the dismay of those who 
expected that the independence would also set them free from the 
shackles of the British institutions. The paramount chiefs are still 
intact in the country and so are the marketing boards. The legacy, 
thus, tumed out to be insurmountable and is summed up in the 
following words of the authors. 

Sierra Leone"s development, or lack thereof, could be 

best understood as the outcome of the vicious circle, 

British colonial authorities built extractive imstitutions in 

the first place, and the postindependence African 

politicians were only too happy to take up the baton for 

themselves, The paticrn was eerily similar all over sub- 

‘Saharan Aftica. There were similar hopes for 

postindependence Ghana, Kenya, Zambia, and many 

other African countries. Yet in all these cases. extractive 

institutions were re-created in 2 pattern predicted by the 
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It is also important to note that since Extractive institutions 
render unconstrained power to the rulers. the desire to rule increase, 
remarkably, In quest of gaining the uninhibited power, do 
not shy away from engaging in violent activities. In other words. 
“extractive institurions create Orcentives for infighting in order 
fe control power and its benefits” (p. 344), The infighting migha 
then take the foem of civil wars, as manifested in cases of Sierrg 
Leone, “Angolu. Burundi, Chad, Cite d'tvoire, the Democraric 
Republic of Congo, Ethiopia. Liberia. Mozambique, Nigeria, 
Republic of Congo Brazzaville, Rwanda. Somalia, Sudan, and 
Uganda™~ (p. 344). The viciousness of this circle = created by 
extractive institutions ~ can be gauged by the fact that most of these 
African states have now tumed into failed states. 


Reference: Robwcon. A. 1).. & Acemogh R. (2012). Why nations fall The Origins 
af Power. Prosperity and Powerty, Nueva ¥ ork. 
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An Era of Darkness: The British Empire in India 
By Shashi Tharoor 


About the Author 

Shashi Tharoor is an Indian politician, known worldwide 
for his views and talks on Indian politics, economics, human rights 
and international affairs. Apart from writing hundreds of columns 
and articles in prestigious publications, he is also an acclaimed 
writer having written 16 books including The Great Indian Novel, 
Nehru: The Invention of India and An Era of Darkness: The British 
Empire in India. He is currently a Member of the Indian Parliament, 
serving since 2009, 

Overview 

‘An Era of Darkness’ by Shashi Tharoor is a discursive 
account of the tyrannies inflicted by the British on the colonized 
Indians based entirely on facts and figures. This book covers a wide 
range of subjects that include, but are not limited to, the advent of 
the East India Company and the shameless looting of the 
subcontinent, the introduction of the “divide and conquer policy” in 
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the subcontinent which ultimately resulted in the formation of 
Pakistan and India, a detailed examination of the British education 
system in the subcontinent and cricket. It also takes into account 
false social realities and deconstructs them one by one. With 
statistical data at hand, Tharoor analyzes the extent of the social, 
political, cultural and economic damage the British inflicted upon 
artisans and 
Four Takeaways 

The British Were Not the Benevolent Leaders We Thought 
They Were 

According to Tharoor, it is about time we stopped crediting 
the British as excellent leaders. He states that the British, unlike the 
Mughals, never took the time to assimilate with different Languages 
and cultures the subcontinem had to offer. Instead, they 
superimposed their own values and language on the vast cultural 
and linguistic diversity of the subcontinent. [he British exploited, 
plundered, looted and stripped India off its inherent cultural roots 

icization. Additi ished a ic 

$ of haunts India like 

The history of the subcontinent reveals interesting aspects 
regarding the inter-communal ties Indians have been holding for 
centuries. To a large extent, the region was religiously tolerant 
befoce the colonization. (| was only after the imperial rule that 


“ between Hindus and Muslims ~ 
(Tharoor, p. 129). Through their notorious “divide and rule policy’. 
Britain left India ina terrible abyss of disorder. 
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disruption and inequality jn India through their Victorian values, 
Working like a typical cut-throat. Socially irresponsible corporation 
(which does not take into account the health, welfare and other 
needs vy the employees working for long hours in an unsafe 
production unit), the East India Company took India as a production 
facility and used Indians as worthless labourers. Tharoor sums up 
the conquest of India by the Company in the words of John Sullivan 
(East India Company's official), 

The little court disappears—tade langershes —the 

capital decays—the people are impoverished—the 

Englishman flourishes, and acts like a sponge, drawing 

up riches from the banks of the Ganges, and squeezing 

them down upon the banks of the Thames. (p, 27-28) 
The Myth of Britain's Gifts to India — Railways and Education 
System — Needs to Be Debunked 

It is still a popular belief in the subcontinent that the basic 


infrastructure laid down by the British benefited the region. The 


Indian Railways, the education system and the introduction of the 


British Parliamentary System in the so-called medieval subcontinent 
are attributed to the British. Tharoor maintains that these. systems 


THON vr ; rULAL Sil. 


Were j eee. 

the and the 
region's resources. is a classic in this 
regard. As Tharoor notes: 
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The railways were intended principally to transport 
extracted resources ~ coal, irom ore, cotton and so om ~ 

to ports for the British to ship home to use im their 
factories. The movement of people was incidental, 
except when it served colonial interests; amd the third- 

class compartments, with their wooden benches and 

total absence of amenities, imo which Indians were 
herded, attracted horrified comment even at the time, 

(p. 189) 

The British “made absurd amounts of money by investing 


in the railways” (p. 188), but the Indians got nothing. Neither Neither the 
travelling got easier foe them nor were they “employed in the 


raifways ” (p. 189). They were not even allowed to benefit from the 


new technology and develop their own i ility. 


The Indian mechanics working at railway workshops “became so 


adept that in gut building their own 
locomotives” (p. 191). Instead of encouraging local manufacturing, 


‘the British banned all_ such activities by 1912 gnd continue 
importing thousands of locomotives from England through the 
Indian tax-payers* money. 

Equally baseless is the myth surrounding the education 
system introduced by the British. Tharoor argues that the British 
were never interested in educating the Indian masses as the cost was 

igo high and the benefit too low. They rather used English language 


as an instrument of colonialism and taught it to a few who would 
“serve as intermediaries between the rulers and the ruled” (p. 196) 
ST tat 
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Britain Turned a Rich and Resourceful Region into “a poster 
child of poverty” 

The British left mo stone unturned in their quest to gain 
economic benefits from the subcontinent. From overt looting to 
corruption and from dismantling the local industries to committing 
mass murders, British did everything they could to sustain the 
empire and, thus, economically exploit India, For instance, the East 
India Company used all its power to extort money from the Indians. 
To that end, it did not even hesitate to murder the locals. As Tharoor 
notes{“Company exacted payments from Indians beyond what they 
could afford, and the rest had to be obtained by bribery, robbery 
and even murder ™ (p. 34). 

The magnitude of British looting can be more precisely 
measured by comparing the pre-Company India with the one under 
British Raj. Tharoor laments the incredible downfall India 
experienced as a result of imperial rule in the following words. 

We have seen how what had once been one of the 

richest and most industrialized economies of the world, 


which together with China sccounted for almost 7 pet 
, 750, was transformed 


cent of world i 
by the process of imperial rule into one of the poorest, 
enost backward. illiterate and diseased societies on earth 


by the time of our independence in 1947, bn 1600, when 
the East India Company was established, Britain was 


ing just |. 
india was generating some 23 per cent By 1940, ais 
while India had been 
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reduced to a poor ‘third-world’ country, destitute and 

starving, @ global poster child of poverty and famine. 

(p. 223-224) 

As mentioned above, the myths propounded by the 
apologists for empire vis-4-vis the education system and industria) 
developments need to be debunked. Under the British rule, the 
education system deteriorated enormously, the living conditions 
worsened, the local industries collapsed and poverty reached new 
heights, 

TRE British left a society with 16 per cent literacy. a life 

eupectamcy-of27, practically no domestic industry and 

over 90 per cent living below what today we would call 

the poverty line, (p. 224) 

The Empire Left but the Legacy Did Not 
Tharoor argues that even though Britain no longer rules 
India, but its presence in the form of neo-imperialism is still felt. jr 
xists ¢ the elite class which subj to 
Semporate domination. Globalization has ensured that people who 
were once colonized—now apparently free from imperial 
dominance—siill remain in chains through modern-day capitalism. 
“Empire might have gone, but it endures in the imitative elites it left 
behind in the developing world the ‘mimic men’, in Naipaul's 
phrase™ (p. 242). On the surface, it looked as if imperialism had 
been defeated and colonized states went back to their own traditions 
by demolishing the imperial legacies, but that at best was a naive 
understanding of decolonization, The people who lived under 
imperialism experienced multitude of changes which were 
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irreversible. In a nutshell, people in subcontinent never got over 
imperial legacies, with the remnants of colonization still persisting 
through capitalistic practices. 
To Mishra and other left-leaning critics, it marks the 
triumph of materialist capitalism rather than Asian 


spiritualism; the Indian devil wears Prada too. (p. 242) 


Reference: Tharoor, S. (2016)An Era of Darkness: The British Empire in 
India. Aleph Book Company. [Kindle Version] 
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What is Populism? 
By Jan-Wermer Muller 


About the Author 

Jan-Wemer Muller is a renowned potitical scientist, He has 
authored several books and is & regular contributor to prestigious 
publications like the Guardian and The New Yorker. Some of his 
works inlude Conlesting Democracy, Another County, 
Constitutional Patriotism and Whar is Popwlitm? He currently 

teaches potitics at Princeton University, 

Overview 
Presenting a scathing critique of right-wing polities im the 
United States and Europe, Muller answers some pertinent questions 
serrounding populism. This book defines populism, tells the readers 
what populist Icaders do once they come to power, answers why 
populist politics is dangerous and proposes what can be done to 
counter populism. The book presents mumerous claims that 
populism revolves around alongside the core claim of populists that 
“only they” represent the people and that all other political 
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representatives are illegitimate, In doing so, it also dismisses 
idea of considering left-wing popular leaders such as Beri 
Sanders in the US and left-wing alliances like Syriza in Greece ay, 


Podemos in Spain as populists, as none of them ever claimed tha, 


they were the only representatives of people. With the pheno 
on the rise as a result of ity of 


of populism being the popularity 
politicians like Donald Trump (US), Marine Le Pen (France), Geer, 


Wilders (Netherlands), Viktor Orban (Hungary) and Nigel Farage 
(UK). a book of the likes of Whar is Populism has become 


enormously relevant, 
Five Takeaways 
What is Populism? 


- Muller defines populism as a sysiem of politics that is 
ciltist, exclusive, anti-pluralist, and even goes on to call it anti- 
— He says that Populism “/... 7 is @ particular moralistic 
imagination of politics, a way of perceiving the Political world 
tat sets a morally pure and fully unified — but, 1 shai 
ultimately fictional — people against elites Wi is eee 


Populist, “in ccldition fo hei 

: ‘ being anti-elitist” 

Which underlie, ; ee : 4S anti-pluralism, 
: oni 

ent 
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might rent Ay puert of tre BrOrer Peopte . (n19) 
called asta ae and is likely 10 be 
Populism: A Threat to Democracy 


The core clai ‘ 

se  POPUiCM, Which Is bascan » 

moralized form of antipluratism™ ¢ 19), is itsel ‘ie 
neste “Td . : 7 » is f anti. 
democratic. “Think of Nigel Farage Celebrating the Brevit : 
claiming that it had been a “victory for me ‘ ea by 
people > p. 20), 


against exiting from European Union were not real people. Such 
exchusionary tee which resembles authoritarianism a tot ae has 
pul on B soph of democracy, can cause serious 
damage t democracy. Thus, emerges the need to revisit the core 
principles of democracy and then compare them with the claims of 
populism to discern if the latter contradicts the former. Democracy 
essentially “ /...) requires pluralism and the recognition that 
we need to find fair terms of living together as free. equal, bur 
also irreducibly diverse citizens” (p. 8), Contrarily, populism 
takes people as “a homogeneous and morally wnified body” (p, 
23-24) “that can be authentically represented only by 
populisis” (p, 43), thus, disregarding diversity altogether and 
“discrediting those who dissent from the poprflist leader's 
construal of the people” (p. 37). A populist approach towards 
politics, therefore, can do irreparable damage to the fabric of 
democracy and the political machinery of a country, 
How Populist Leadership Operates? 

To get an idea of “how populist leadership actually 


*perates” (p, 27), election slogans might help. From the slogan of 
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of courts”, ate two of the recen examples of apptication of th 
rechnique in Hungary and Polang respectively. ” 
sole paola fe 
immaterial favors by elites for mees political « : 
while doing so, some of the populist leaders “ a ee 
wand ge so for as 
Austrian arch-populist Jorg Haider. whe world literally hand 
a AES BS iy “ity People” on the streets in 
Carinthia” (p. 36). 

The essence of the third technique, Discriminatory 
Legalism, can be perfectly captured by the phrase “fur my friends, 
everything: for my enemies, the law” (p. 36). While the support 
base of populist leadership gets to enjoy the full protection of laws. 
others ~ who beg to differ — have to face the wrath of populists, 

How to Counter Populism? 

Given the way exclusionary politics, xenophobia and 
religious fanaticism are gaining popularity, it scems likely that 
populism will stay relevant, However, it can be countered by 
addressing the underlying issues that give it power, Muller says that 
the alternative is: 

An approach that secks to bring mm those currently 

excluded — what some sociologists sometimes call “the 

superfluous”— while also keeping the very wealthy and 
powerful from opting out of the system. This is really 
just another way of saying that some sort of new social 

contract is needed. (p. 70) 

Such an approach embodies all those policy measures that 
B0 in line with the notion of pluralism. One of the examples can be 
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that the countries where populism has a stronghold shouy, res 
their industrial and commercial policies by decreasing 
reductions given to the rich and powerful. These tax reductions 
blow to the working class underbelly. Muller States ate 


! 

aul h al comes, down W SCkROWIGEING diversity oy | 
country, forming separate majorities within & political sety, a 
then bringing them together as a whole to give populists 8 TUN foy 
their money. 

Another solution Muller gives to deal with populists js thar 
instead of completely negating their existence, the Media ang 
politicians should listen to what they have to say and should convey 
their message to the public. However, there is a catch: they shouly 
present aioe messages to the public by changing the Way the 
message is framed. To phrase it in a better way, Muller says, “ 
¢an tate their political claims Seriously without takin nas 
apne & them at face 


Reference 
Miller, J. (2016) What is Poputicm> : ” 
¥ Of Pennsylvania Press 


Scanned by CamScanner 


Acing Cas 


4 
World’s Most Dynamic Region 


About the Author 

Joe Studweill is a renowned author, journalist and a public 

speaker. Most of his research pertains to East Asia and his areas of 

expertise include political economy, flaws with the mainstream 

economics and financial systems amongst others. He has written 

some of the most acclaimed books on Asia such as The China 

Dream (2002), Asian Godfathers (2007) and How Asia Works 
(2013). 

Overview 

The responsibility of economic development in a country 

rests with the government. Such a responsibility when met with 

effectively can turn out to be a successful intervention, leading to 

rapid economic transformation. How Asia Works provides & 

comprehensive that emerged in East Asia 

as @ result of state intervention, with north-east Asian states creating 
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al ili 
economic miracles and oat ae i nie ‘ 
nutshell, what " ithe hear having three ingredients Jand reforms jo "e 
csonemien SS slot farming: state-Led manufacturing 
acas® discipline on manufacturers; and_deploying , 
; that would support the first two ingredients. 

os Four Takeaways 
Importance of Agricalture 

Agriculture is a vital sector for any country wishing 4, 
ameliorate economically during its early stages of developmen, 
especially if most of its population is engaged in that Sector. The 
key lies in successful intervention by the state because if “parte 
forces are eft to themselves. agricultural yields tend to stagnate or 
even fall” (Studwell, p. 21). The outcome of the emphasis laid upon 
agriculture can be measured from the success and failure of north- 
sk Asian and south-east Asian states respectively. The former— 
oe Japan, Korea and Taiwan—have succeeded owing 

‘ geod land policy, centered on egalitarian household 
pwedhaas ea made a vivid shift to weak. 
wurnlus, rural ee ed 10 an evident iggzease i 
Studwell takes special sign wade and welfare payments 
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subtropical climate Taiwan is geographically more 

south-east Asian than north-east Asian and hence the 

success Of land reform there gives us a powerful 

reminder that geography is not destiny in development. 

(p. 40) 

Contrarily, the south-east Asian  states—comprising 
Philippines, Indonesia, Malaysia and Thailand—have “never 
followed through to fundamentally restructure their rural 
economies, [owing to} lack of domestic and international political 
conviction over the importance of household farming” (p. 43). 
Farming, especially in Philippines, remains “grotesquely 
inefficient” (p. 52). 

Coming back to north-east Asian economies, although there 
have been prominent examples of agricultural success, but 
perfection has not been reached yet, This is mainly because “good 
policies that remain unchanged eventually turn into bad ones” (p. 
62). 

The Manufacturing Phase of Development 

The returns from agricultural development will “begin te 
taper off after only a decade or +o, and emerging economies 
have to transition into” the manufacturing phase of development. 
Such a phase, according to the author, “remains critical fo the rapid 
ecanomic transformation of poor countries”, firstly. owing to the 
fact that it allows “poor countries to mitigate... @ shortfall of 
productive human skills”, and secondly, because “manufactures are 
much more freely traded in the world than services " (p. 70). 
Thus, in order to “direct entrepreneurial talent towards 
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ap”, the state must nurture firms through Protectio, 
cubsidies, with a blend of export econ. 

As validated by the north-east Asian model, States 
encourage exporters, cull those firms which fail ang.) 
bureaucratic support in order to enhance the capacity to 
Unlike the south-east Asian states, the author maintains, i 

What created the Canons, the Samsungs, the Acers ang 

so on in Japan, Korea and Taiwan was the marriage 

of infant industry protection and market forces, 

involving (initially) subsidized exports ang 

competition between manufacturers that vieg 

for state support. (p. 130) 

Importance of Finance Policy 

Pres arash pores 

ae meee: ee of finance with agricultural 
industrial objectives that has facilitated the 


(p. 139), Conversely, velopment of north-east Asia” 


economic developy + and expenditures wholly 
* Such as lweury real estate and 
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The Story of China's Economic Success 
China's success Sy has been of feat interest te 
academics and policy Makers alike. Before the late 1970s, China 
was not just CoomMnically alienated from the work (doing almost 
no trade with other COMICS) but also agriculturally inefficient (as a 
result of “collectivisation af farming” adopted in the 1950s). tt was 
only in the era of Deng Xivoping (1978-1989) that China 
transformed itself. Two things stood out under the leadership of 


opening up to trade and foreign investment, Capitalist pundits in 
West took the transformation as a Success Of neoliberalism, but in 
reality it was not exactly like that. China adopted the Western 
economic model but in its own way, keeping the socialiss legacies 
of financial regulation alive, instead of following the “imprecations 
of the World Bank, the IMF and the US government to deregulate 
its economy prematurely” (p. 178), China worked with these 
Organisations on its own terms. This unique amalgamation of 
Westem and Eastern frameworks worked for China as revealed 
from its continued success since Xiaoping took over, In Studwell’s 
words: 

Since 1978, China has posted an impressive 

developmental record, and has become the second east 

Asian state after Japan both to fascinate and unnerve 

western Europe and north America. The country has 

delivered a near 10 per cent average growth rate for 

three decades. (p. 178) 
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Agriculture: the keystone of maya OF ay 
secroms, agriculture played the most pivotal role in cy, 
economic development. But the lesson was learned the hard y.., ‘ 
After starving to death 30 million mostly rural dwellers 

as a result of collectivisation.... the country managed in 

the carly 1980s to increase its agricultural output by 

more than one-third simply by letting poor people 

garden. (p. 179) 

Since then, the country did not look back and kept devising 
policies favouring development. As the author notes: 

Agriculture has been supported by north-east Asian- 

style agronomic advice and training in the villages, and 

by state-provided storage and marketing services, 

Private traders and moneylenders have not been able to 

corner the profits of farming in the manner of their 

south-east Asia counterparts, and thereby undermine 
=. mncentives to produce more. Today, Chinese 
ne tenn 

yitlds are similarly among the , , a 

metestirangat gene 

scale farming in the United of what is achieved by 
States. (p. 179-180) 


Despite 
all the Success China tas achieved in th 
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disappeared” (p, 180), Unlike the other north-cast Asian countries, 
the Chinese government did not provide any subsidies to farmers 
and the local governments continued laxing peasants aggressively, 
much like the British colonialists in the Indian subcontinent, 
Consequently. the income gap between rural and urban dwellers 
kept widening. From the earty 19Ms to the mid 2000s, China's Gini 
coefficient (a statistical measure of economic inequality ranging 
from 0 to I, where 0 represents perfect equality and | represents 
perfect inequality) rose from 0.3 10 0.45, indicating a significant 
increase in inequality, 

The situation started getting better in 2006 when Hu Jintao 
banned imposing taxes on farmers, along with providing significant 
subsidy increases. The author calls Hu’s era “probably the best 
period for Chinese farmers since the 1980s" (p. 181). Still the 
inequality equation has not changed much and the condition of 
Chinese farmers continues to be strikingly different from other 
north-east Asian farmers. 

None the less, the income gap between rural and urban 

residents remains at more than three times. Only the 

increase im inequality has been arrested. There remains a 

much higher political tolerance of imequality in China 

than was the case im Japan, Korca and Tarwan. More 

specifically, the critical thing that separates the Chinese 

farmer from his or her cousins in north-east Asian states 

is that the Chinese peasant does not own his or her land. 

(p. 181) 
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The manufacturing puzzle, Just lIKe agriculture 
manufacturing sector of China also oft Tt igh, 

; x development, with the difference thay 
regarding econome : the 
complexities are more in number. The ays naan the ru. ~ 
Deng Xiaoping in 1978 saw China “undergoing Moder, 
incremental reforms rather than the privatisation Shoe 
therapy which was so damaging to POSt-COmmun),, 
Russia” (p. 184), The process of development, however, halted in 
the early 1990s when both smaller and downstream state firm, 
“faced brutal competition from an emergent private sector and 
from foreign companies” (p. 184). Zhu Rongji, the new economic 
leader, responded in 1993 by making local governments responsibil, 
for matters conceming the fate of smaller state units. "The resuly 
was that local governments took a hard look at their Costs 
and began to slash loss-making operations” (P. 184). As for 
the big state firms, sheer competition was introduced after Putting 
an end to their Tong-standing monopolies. “Zhu 's economic policy 
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It remains to be seen if the government can maintain 
indefinite control over oligopolists (steadily gaining power); and 
there also remains the danger of state enterprises’ failures as seen in 
some of the cases in Taiwan and Korea Yet China seems to be 
doing rather well with its state-owned businesses. Studwell sums up 
the Chinese success story in these words: 

Out of the country's history of socialist industrial 

planning, and Zhu Rongji's 19905 rationalisation 

programme, there has developed a roster of sebstantial 
mid-stream businesses that are becoming increasingly 
globally competitive, These public firms are protected 

from undue market fragmentation by high capital 

barriers to entry, yet there are enough of thee in each 

industrial segment to make for fierce competition. They 
indicate that export discipline, and domestic competition 
combined with the steady culling of losers, are more 
important than ownership in determining industrial 


developenent success. (p. 188-189) 
The limits of the Chinese model. While China's 


manufacturing policy may deserve applaud, three caveats need to be 
considered. The first is that state enterprises might not easily 
transcend the contours of business-business activities, primarily 
because “they lack the sensibility and flexibility to succeed in 
consumer markets” (p. 193). The second limitation pertains to the 
kind of products Chinese firms sell in the international market, As 
they are not consumer products, they are cither dependent on 
countries’ procurement policies or their governments’ approvals. 
This goes in favour of China when it comes to bagging deals in 
37 
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countries like “Pakistan, Myanmar, Libya and Congo” (p, 194) 

But when it is about selling to developed Western coun, 

governments of their state-linked enterprises, China appears 10 be 
struggling. Western countries can always reject these deals owing |, 
security concerns or can simply deploy huge non-tariff barriers ,. 
obstruct China's growth. The third caveat is that while Ching j, 
investing quite heavily to gain new technology, the results are yer 1, 
be observed. As the author notes, "We do not yet know the exteny 1, 
which China is still merely copying technology from elsewhere 


as apposed to beginning fo originate its own™ (p. 194), 


Reference: Svadwell, J. (2013). How Asia works: Success and failure in the 
werld's most dynamic region. Grove! Atlantic. Inc. 
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Kashmir: The Case for Freedom 


By Tang Alt, Hilal Bhatt, Angana P. CKatterji, Habbah Khatun, 
Pankaj Mishra and Arundhati Roy 


About the Authors 

This book has been compiled by various authors belonging 
to different fields of journalism, film-making, education and 
literature, having special interests in politics, world history, human 
rights and the South Asian region. 

Tariq Ali is a world-renowned author and filmmaker. Ali 
has been very vocal about his thoughts on the current situation of 
Kashmir. He has authored several books, some of which 
include Pirates of the Caribbean, Clash of Fundamentalisms 
and The Road to Terror. He has been writing for the Guardian for 
decades and currently works as an editor of the New Left Review, 
Arundhati Roy is an award-winning author (The God of Small 
Things), an activist and a screenwriter. Habbah Khatun was 4 
sixteenth-century poet; her presence in the title is merely 
honorary. Hilal Bhatt is a Kashmiri journalist. Angana P. Chattedi isa 
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Arundhati Roy is an award-winning author (The God of Small 
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honorary. Hilal Bhatt is a Kashmiri journalist. Angana P. Chatterji is a 
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logist currently working as a Profess,, 
te of itegral Studies. Pankaj Mish, 
work focuses on literature and politics 

Overview 

Kashmir is a place of splendors aie “Paradise COuly 
Femme it remains strangled in its ne to hen 
ndwable peace” of, more specifically, azadi—independene, 
“Kashmir now hosts the biggest bloodiest and also most obsew, 
military occupation in the world”, The story of Kashmir is guj, 
agonizing. Having inherited grief and sorrow, the Kashmiri you 
today seems desperate “to express their hatred of the state's imperscncs 
brutality", either by throwing stones on the patrolling jeeps or by 
joining the ranks of militants fighting against the Indian army. Even 
more dismaying is the way the “world deliberately ignore their 
plight". For intellectuals and journalists as well as “Western 
pundits thas always been a “thorny question”. 

The book presents the Kashmir quandary a ae 
aaa nang incidents which violated human rights in every 
possible way. The United Nations Renal @adaam | 
required India to hold a fair plebisci y resolution that 
of history and the organizat PAs lost in the pages 
While the blame for looks helpless at the moment. 

the atroc 


the California Insti 
Indian writer whose 
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Five Takeaways 

The Story of Kashmir — Tariq Ali 

Tariq Ali addresses the perpetual turmoil Kashmir has 
descended into over several Gecades, Whether there were Muslim 
dynasties or Hindus ruling in Kashmir, the plight of “poor preat 
unwashed" was always met with Steady stoicism and sadistic 
indifference by all the rulers invariably, Kashmir has experienced 
exploitation, plunder, rapes, massacres and an unending unrest. The 
valley has witnessed many things; complete autonomy has never 
been one of them. Famous for being a virtual paradise, its beauty is 
perhaps the last thing on its people's minds, Oppressed by Indian 
armed forces, afraid of bearded jihadists from Pakistan, Kashmiris 
live in infinite distress, 

The British decolonized India in 1947 with the creation of a 
new state—Pakistan—but Kashmir remained the “unfinished 
business of Partition” (Ali & al, p, 29), Pakistan was warned not to 
instigate @ military invasion in order to occupy Kashmir. 
Meanwhile, Dogra Raja was coaxed into agreeing to join India. 
Camage and chaos that surrounded partition was hardly put to rest 
when Pakistan decided to act impulsively and invaded Kashmir. 
Pashtun tribesmen under Khurshid Anwar were given responsibility 
to capture Srinagar, “occupy airport and secure it against the 
Indians” (p. 32). Once the Maharaja's army collapsed, tribesmen 
under Anwar started a series of looting, rape, plunder and killings of 
the local inhabitants. Driven by animal instincts, they forgot what 
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re in Kas 
was 4 popular figu hmir ang , 
ehru. with the help of Nehru, he became py. 
brough t reforms, “ 
Minister of Kashmir and eh Reo a the mom 
of which was the Jand to the tiller” legislation, wp... 
of the Landlords, most of whom were Muslin. 
aus very soon, 28 Nehru succumbed #0 the Cemands of q, 
Hindu chauvinists, a planned ae mahal Abdulla 
was arrested for having contacts with Pakistani imelligence. Nehn, 
did not five up to his promise of giving Abdullah the space ang 
power to reform Kashmir, Abdullah never got over this betrayal ang 
Kashmiris never found a Sher-e-Kashmir again. 
in a nutshell, the situation in Kashmir has been quite 
abysmal, Neither India nor Pakistan wants to see an independem, 
sovereign Kashmir. "And yet independence is what the Kashmiri 
people appear to want” (p. $4). In the decades’ long tensions 
between the two countries, Kashmiris seemed to have bore the 
beunt. If Indian army manhandles Kashmiris, the Islamist radicals 
_ Considering the culturally and linguistically diverse 
oe jon of a South Asian Union, a voluntary 
ton of republics” (p, 55). And with that, Kashmir should 


be made sovereign—free 
“ of 
immeasurable propoet bloodshed and violence 
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impasse ark! no OMe scems to w : 
aarinnetnianninelnin dvemeeeart 
a because “shared sovercigmy is better than none at all” 
Azadi; The Only Thing Kashmiris Want — Arwundhati Roy 
Arundhati Roy narrates the 2008 mass uprising in 
Kashmir—the year that marked the start of a new phase of freedom 
movement. Having deployed “half a million heavily armed 
soldiers in the mast densely militarized zone in the world” (p. $7), 
the State of India has “done everything it could to subvert, 
Suppress, represent, misrepresent, discredit, _ interpret, 
intimidate, purchase, and simply snuff out the voice of the 
Kashmiri people” (p. $8). But despite such a “repression in which 
fens of thousands had been killed, thousands had been 
disappeared’, and hundreds of thousands had been tortured. 
injured, raped and humiliated” (p, $7), the people of Kashmir “kepr 
the fires burning ~ (p. 58). This was evident in 2008 when the State 
of India’s “move over the transfer of a hundred acres of state 
forest-land to the Amarnath Shrine Board (which manages the 
annual Hindu pilgrimage to a cave deepin the Kashmir 
Himalayas)” (p. 58) gave rise to widespread protests across the 
region. The enormous increase in the number of pilgrims over the 
years (20,000 in 1989 and 500,000 in 2008) was seen as a “plan to 
build Israeli-style settlements and change the demographics 
of the valley” (p.-59). The Kashmiris felt threatened and within 
days the protests “spread from the cities to villages” (p .59). 
“Young stone-throwers took to the streets and faced armed 
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police, who fired straight at them, killing severg}» . $5 
, ' a) 
Equipped with “a remarkable display of raw Courag, 7 


61}, the unarmed protestors did not slop and SOOM the peo 
tumed into a movement echoing the slogans of azaqy "Noy 

singly, the woice that the Government of India tried so haya, 
silence in Kashmir massed into a deafening roar™ (p. 60). 

Falling back to the same old claim, the State of Ing, 
argued that “it was ail the doing of Pakistan's Inter-Services 
Intelligence (ISI), or that people were being coerced by 
militants” (p. 61). Contrarily, it was the people who “were in 
charge", “There had been mass rallies in the past, but none in 
recent memory had been so sustained and widespread” (p, 61), 
On 15 Aug, the protestors hoisted the Pakistani flag on "Lal Chow 
the nerve centre of the city” and “wished each other ‘Happy belated 
Independence Day" (p. 63). The following days saw even more 
Protestors taking to streets and demanding “three things: the end to 
Indian rule, the deployment of a UN peacekeeping force. and an 
investigation into two decades of war crimes committed with 
almost complete impunity by the Indian army and police™ 
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ag wishing to accede to Pakistan and the other 
aspiring for an independent united Kashmir. 
not stay oe What goes in Kashmir does 
seks ee pe mee _— throughout India. The 
holding them hostage to the pase alain ed 
Muslims in Kashmir” (p, 71). It is for — a rom 
reason that “Jndia needs 
azadi from Kashmir just as much—if not more—than Kashmir 
needs azadi from India” (p. 71) 
The Militarized Zone — Angana P Chatterji 

The Indian state's violence and abuse in Kashmir have left 
innumerable young men and women physically and psychologically 
tormented. While India remains stuck with the “misleading idea 
that resistance movement is not locally inspired” (p. 98). the indian 
forces in Kashmir are busy torturing the Kashmiri youth. Gender- 
based violence, rape, murder, and unthinkable barbarianism have 
become a norm as a result of “policy of incitement™ by the indian 
state. The unyielding use of state violence has forced Kashmiris “to 
resort to stone-throwing ~ (p. 101). 

India never adopted a policy that would seek to 
differentiate between terrorists and freedom fighters. Thus, the fate 
of resistance largely depends “upon India's political decisions” (p. 
106), which have been fundamentally wrong for most part of the 
history. “/mpunity Jaws” warranting Indian forces to commit 
massacres is one of the innumerable examples of faulty political 
decisions. “Jndian forces in Kashmir shoot and kill on 
unverified suspicion, and are immune from prosecution” 
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in 2010, the Indian governmeng OfChes), 


(p- 111), Moreove i ; ss Rye 

. dialagwe oss with Kashmiris by MWiting : &, 
gor ashuniri civil society” (p. Lig "Wrong 
stakeholhers from Ki ’ ) to the b 


tronically, there was fothing, Inclusive A004 the dislopi 
atways the demands of the civil society were Comey 
disregarded. 

Not Crushed, Merely Ignored — Tariq All 

1 is appalling to see the amount Of international atienting 

given to violations in Kashmir. The author aptly observes, “When i 
comes to reporting crimes commilled by states cons: 
friendly to the West, atrocity fatigue rapidly kicks in (p, yy) 
The world at large has forgotten the valley that is soaked in blood. 
“Kashmir is never spoken of and it has never been allowed to 
speak” (p. 135). A report on the region reveals Slapgering 
statistic: from 1989 to 2010, there have been over 70,000 Killings, 
innumerable forced disappearances and cases of torture. 

Despite having faced countless atrocities, Kashmiris have 
hot given up and still show remarkable degree of resistance in the 
form of protests and rallies. As the author notes, 

They fight, like the young Palestinians. with stones. 

Many have lost their fear of death; they will not 

“urrendet. Ignored by politicians at home, abandoned 

cena nga developing the independence 
With isolation, and it will not be 
easily quetied (p. 137) 
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Seditious Nehru — Arundhati Roy 

Jawaharlal Nehru has always been a proponent of a 
plebiscite or referendum in Kashmir, His stance was quite clear: the 
people of Kashmir should decide their fate themselves. In numerous 
speeches, interviews and official letters, he has been recorded 
declaring that the “Question of accession in any disputed territory 
or state must be decided in accordance with the wishes of the 
people, and we adhere to this view” (p. 125). On many other 
instances, he declared how important it was for the people of 
Kashmir to “ultimately” take the decision of accession or 
independence and that Kashmir was not a “prize for India and 
Pakistan” (p. 128). Finally, it was Pandit Nehru who acknowledged 
the United Nations as the “/mpartial tribunal” and disregarded 
commitments which would disgrace “international obligations” 


(p. 127). 


Reference: Roy, A., Mishra, P., Bhatt, H., Chatterji, A. P., & Ali, T. (2011). 
Kashmir. The case for freedom. Verso Books. 
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This Changes Everything: Capitalism vs. The 
Climate 
By Naomi Klein 


About the Author 

Naomi Klein is an award-winning journalist and political 
activist. Having authored a number of bestsellers including This 
Changes Everything: Capitalism vs The Climate (2014), The Shock 
Doctrine: The Rise of Disaster Capitalism (2007) and No Logo 
(2000), she is known for her analyses on capitalism and neoliberal 
globalization, 

Overview 

This Changes Everything is focused on the change in 
climate instigated by modern day capitalism. Klien claims that 
scientists are helping us understand our role in the larger ecological 
crisis, Years of “technological innovation” has ensured that an 
adverse shift in climate is inevitable under the current capitalist 
system. The prognosis, therefore, is clear: if no serious action is 
taken, both human beings and nature will have to undergo extreme 
suffering. In other words, the bottom line is that “our economic 


Sytem and our planetary system are now at war™. What this 
essentially means is that “what the climate needs to avoid collapse 
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ts a contraction in humanity's use of resources” 30d “why 
sconomic model demands to avoid collapse ts unfey,, 
ion.” We ought to make a choice; either we can CON iye 
embracing the current economic model and be extinguished o, ey 
can choose to save the planet, We cannot pretend to be optimiss. 
about the climate situation while following “the rules of capitealicn, 
as they are currently constructed. “ 
Eight Takeaways 
Understanding the Power of Climate Change 
The power of climate change or the risks involved with i; 
have been long ignored by the corporate establishment (throughow 
the world). This is primarily because those who directly benefit 
from capitalism “are protecting powerful political and economic 
interests ..." (Klein, p. 44), This “defensive reasoning” (and at 
times utter denial) also stems from the fact that the world at large 
finds it difficult to change their established “worldview”. In other 
words, the threat posed by change in climate is either ignored by the 
transnational corporations or completely denied by the general 
public. 
Abandoning Free Market Fundamentalism 
The support for free market, over the years, has “put the 
emphasis particularly on consumption and trade” (p. 92), It has 
transformed the world into a huge web of consumers where being 
snsumers ' all people know. Hence, for most of the corporate | 
re ee for climate change requires much more than just 
meCEPING climate science”. it means abandoning their identity and 
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“allowing their American SUV to die right before their eyes” 
(p- 32). 

However, as difficult as iy may seem to change our 
lifestyle, it has become rather necessary. In order to succeed in 
controlling emissions even through carbon budgeting, “we meed to 
see less consumption (except among the poor), less trade (as we 
relocalize our economies), and less private investment in producing 
for excessive consumption” (p. 92), 
Overcoming the Ideological Flaw 

Unlike popular belief, public ownership has a compelling 
relationship with “the ability of communities to get off dirty energy” 
(p.99). As witnessed in the Scandinavian world, countries with the 
most renewable energy resources (including Austria, Norway and 
Netherlands) “have managed to keep large parts of their electricity 
sectors in public (and often local) hands” (p. 99), Therefore, at beast 
when it comes to energy, “privatization reversals” must take place 
so that public sector investments can be used to install smart grids, 
hydropower plants and windmills. 


Building a Social Movement 
After their economic crisis in 2001, workers in Argentina 


wok over their factories and ran them as cooperatives with 
(relatively) low profit margins but huge added benefits. This 
“decentralized ownership model” helped them push against 
“unsustainable wealth inequality” (p. 123). A similar movement in 
the rest of the world tonstituting “wade unions, immigrants, 
students, environmentalists, and everyone else whose 
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ing crushed by the crashing €COMo» 
am 121) will help reinstate that climate action is a “Massy, 
job creator, a community rebuilder ant 4 BOmree of hay 
moments when hope is ascarce commodity indeed” (p. 124) 


Extractivism 

“Buroctivism is a nonreciprocal, dominance.bay,, 

hip with the earth, one purely of taking” (p. 169), It is g 
concept borrowed from industrialization and early coloniaticn 
where the capitalist economies extracted natural resources, such a. 
minerals, coal, gas, oil and so on from every corner of the worlg 
leaving the sites "poisoned, drained, or otherwise destroyed” (p 
169) im the process. 
The Disastrous Merger of Big Greens & Big Firms 

Many ecological organizations in the US, known as the Big 
Green groups, have formed alliances with corporations actively 
involved in polluting the world. Thus, instead of “using climate 
chinige as a tool to alter the American way of life, these organizations 
‘pend thewr days doing everything in their power to furiously protect 
that way of life” (p. 21¢ In 2000s, for instance, the market-based 
‘olutions offered by these organizations were so “frivolous” 
many people thought envi we 

nvironmental problems were highly 


dreams were ger 


cl 
eumting Negwuicd 
Walt 10 Work nd. send money? 
companies?" (213) guy ht down the fossil fue 
eh ). Such a merger between Bi G ae 
is di ‘ ig Greens ig 
sous because itis unety misleading, 
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Resistance to Extractivism 

As mentioned earlier, exireme high-risk extraction of 
minerals and fossil fucts leaves natural sites destroyed. One such 
example is that of Blockadia - an area in Greece manipulated and 
exploited by mining companies “in their quest for high-priced 
commodities” {p. 295}. The good news, however. is that locals in 
different parts of the world are beginning to take @ stand against this 
relentless capitalist invasion. In fact, their resistance to land 
exploitation has developed into a “global, grassroots, and broad- 
based network” over the past few years, “stopping real climate 
crimes in progress” (p, 295) 
_The Journey from Extraction to Renewal 

Klein reckons that the journey from exiractivism to 
regeneration is difficult and painstaking, but extremely fruitful. tt is 
essentially based on three key elements: democracy (people in 
direct control of their resources), divestment (in favor of 
environment) and resistance (a movement stewarded by “a group of 
deeply rooted people with an intense love of their homeplace and a 
determination to protect it’) (p. 344). But none of these can be 
achieved without a shift in worldview—"a worldview based on 
regeneration and renewal rather than domination and depletion” 


(p. 424). 


Reference: Klein, N. (2014). This Changes Everything: Copntealisoe vs The Clumate. 
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The Nordic Model of Social Democracy 
By Nik Brandal, OwindBratberg and Dag EinarThorsen 


About the Authors 

Nikolai Brandal is an academic, currently a PhD fellow at 
the Department of Archaeology, Conservation amd History, 
University of Oslo, Norway. His areas of research include 
totalitarian movements, post-war Norwegian politics and Second 
World War. Oivind Bratberg is a Post-doctoral Researcher at the 
Department of Political Science, University of Oslo, Norway, His 
research interests range from British party politics to the analysis of 
political ideas and discourse. Dag Einar Thorsen is also an academic 
having received his doctorate in Political Science from the 
University of Oslo, Norway. He has done extensive research 
regarding political theory, ideology and the philosophy of science. 

Overview 

As the social and economic conditions evolved over time, 
the “social democratic movement" in Europe— particularly the 
Scandinavian’ countries— “demonstrated a remarkable degree of 
determination". Being the basic idea of this book, such a 
development accounts for a critical analysis of a model operating in 
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these particular ‘Mordic countries” The “Nordic Model of 

y' refers 10 “,,.a shared suf of Societal characterigg, 
which political economy and welfare state EAN ization oe Ny 
wo". The aim of the book is, thus, to analyze this Mode} i. 


reflect upon the origins and development of social Semocra, 
movement and the subsequent challenges it faces, Further nore 
: 


also discusses sustainability of the model. 
Nine Takeaways 


Part I: Origins of the Nordic Model 
The Birth of the Social Democratic Movement (1848-1916) 
Discussing the origins of social democratic MOVE Ene 
serass the Scandinavian countries and in other places of Europe. i, 
authors state that “the socialist tradition grew out of a Vast clash of 
political ideas” (Brandal, Bratberg & Thorsen, p. 20) at the end of 


Split... between the revolutionaries and social democrats” (p. 19) 


Association F ; 
orkingmen the Year 1863; and in Denmark. 
Association (IWA) leaped forth in 1871. 
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IWA turned out to be so influcimint that jes “heretic dddeas eonud 
demands were quickly exported tn Norway and Sweden curing the 
decade that followed™ (p. 26). As the years passed, predominantly 
in the 1890s, “trade wnions and social democratic labour Parties 
istitutionalized and gained a political foothold across 
Scandinavia.” (p. 30). The transition was remarkably painful 
though. 

Towards a Nordic Model (1916-1940) 

Prior to 1914, state intervention—“in order to regulate 
behavior and resolve collective tasks"— was a concept rarely 
thought upon. The World War I set a chain of actions in motion ard 
the concep! changed drastically, The post-war years also saw the 
“integration of the labour movement into national government”. 
providing a framework for mixed economy and welfare-state to 
flourish, thus, paving the way for social democracy. The twist, 
however, came in the form of the Bolshevik Revolution which 
resulted in the creation of factions within socialist. movement. 
According to the authors, “Jn the spring of 1919... a crassrouds 
between social democracy and communism was taking place” (p. 
37), with the “main cleavage" running between younger radicals in 
the Nordic countries. 

Planning the Welfare State (1940-1970) 

Scandinavian countries, much like during First World War, 
kept their neutrality during the Second World War. This non- 
alignment policy worked well for them until it became untenable. 
The Germans invading Denmark and Norway, in the subsequent 
years, is a glaring example of such unsustainability. 
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cohsequentiy, the Beveridge Report in 1942, The latter, according , 
che authors, “proved to be a basic reference point for the fy, 


development of the welfare state across Northern Europe” (5 $9), 
An evident example of this was the Blue Book, developed ;, 
Norway. As the war came to an end, the experience itself paves 
nan te lass collaboration across Europe”. with socia 
evolving and encompassing characteristics such as: 7), 
Welfare siate, redistributive taxation, state planning. and pybjj- 
ship of industry” (p. 63). This was also assisted by the 
formation of international organizations, formed as a result of 
Bretton Woods negotiations in 1944. Hence, as the author staves 
“The post-war era represented radically increased ambitions for 
developing welfare services” (p. 66). 
Part I; Social Democracy and the Nordic Model 
The Nordic Model in 2 Global Economy 
Relating to the economic policy, the model is based upon: 
Wipartite concertation between the state, employers, and trade 
wins; @ comprehensive welfare state: and an activist industrial 
polky construed to sustain a skilled labour force and a favourable 
Ascal environment” (p. 77). Furthermore. i 
One of the key features of this Bate mainte 
model, while the industrial policy is 
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; till the onset of economic 
crisis of 1970s. Resultantly, the Keynesian measures got deflated, 
giving rise to neoliberalism. Over the years. the latter kept giving 
rise 10 periodic episodes of crisis, one of which— ‘the 2008 
financial crisis'—was severe enough to lead to a change in 
approach. The, Keynesians, thus, became relevant again after 2008. 
The Welfare State: The Good Life or Dependency? 

Equality, as a broad concept, reaches beyond the contours 
of wealth. The authors define an cqual society as “one where every 
individual can fulfill his or her potential regardless of inherited 
privilege and social class”, the ultimate aim of which is “personal 
fulfillment and individual liberty” (p. 94). 

As inequality in wealth “leads to a parallel inequality in 
life opportunities ~ (p. 95) and “has aggravating consequences for 
all” (p. 95), it is very important to find ways to overcome it. In 
social democrats’ view, it is the redistribution of wealth that plays a 
cardinal role to that end From their perspective, redistribution of 
wealth not only helps eradicating poverty, but also leads to 
availability of equal opportunities in a socicty. 

Moving on to the concept of “good life’ in Nordic 
countries, the authors opine that although equality plays perhaps the 
most instrumental role in giving rise to it, a ‘good life’ cannot be 
solely attributed to equality. There are other ingredients to this 
recipe too and they include prevalence of a sense of community and 
a higher level of self-fulfillment among others. To this end, 
education remains pivotal. 
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nother importa characteristic OF NOFIC slate jy 


eet octal ae is sustained a Slate "Eig, 
rn een formal pais he Uva wl 
wo vocal disapproval” (P- 99). At the same time, ~y,. nak, 
democratic position” emphasises putting forth “sustained cHfort 
ensure that liberty does not lead to dire social outcomes” (p. 10 
Nevertheless, a state’s approach to liberty and freedom must ey.) 
with time and all such considerations in terms of the conduc, 
approach must be “ried and tested continuously against a shigi., 
social reality” (p. 103). 

Ina ntsell, the quest 0 ensure equal opportnites ma 
be a continuous one, where those who fail are given new chance,” 
(108, and where good public services are provided without an 
predisposition. A society which provides equal ennbaianis 
opportunities with fulfilling jobs, and one which stimulates gende 
equality, must prevail. Endorsing the Nordic Model of socis 
democracy. the authors state. Tileaiier 266 tenissiaiaie tal 


Model™ (p, 108), egitimate parts of she Nordic 


The social democrat 
erations! cooperation, = ovement has been supporive of 
: ; be describes its strategy in a 
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full use of the ee fhaving) a greater say” tp, 110) 
and played — role in terms of international cooperation, 
This is quite evident from their role in the management of 
international issues such as plobal arms race, nuclear weapons and 
climate change, with the effect that they have seved themselves 
from the “naked rivalry hetween great powers, ultimately playfing) 
a part in their fate” (p. 110). The social democrats of the Nordic 
states believe that such cooperation would lead to a “more equitable 
distribution of wealth and power in other countries” (p. 114). They 
understand the validity of criticism on the United Nations but also 
realize that it is “among the very few options available” (p. 119). 
Likewise, the European Union must be judged “on its contemporary 
merits, and not on its history” (p, 121). 
Part IL: Is Nordic Model Sustainable? 

Economic Growth and Environmental Protection 

For social democrats, a sustainable policy means “charting 
a political course that secures material and intellectual resources 
for future generations and where social democratic valwes can 
continwe fo flourish” {p. 127). For such a policy to last, threats of 
“existential character” such as climate change needs to be 
addressed, and this is where the real challenge lies. Historically, the 
social democrats of the Nordic countries have remained “at odds 
with environmentalists” (p. 127). The growth model in the post-war 
era, which the social democrats pledged upon, resulted in 
environmental degradation. Another critique that social democrats 
face is in the form of the argument that"politics is mot an 
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auc mechanism for encnemering 9 WWCGH That is non 
apparent” (P- 128). —_ “ty 
none the less, as the authors note, Sect domocr,« 
gral developed on errant! COnSCONSESS” (pj 
order to overcome the “existential threat of climate ¢ ah 
necessary that leaders come tO an agreement On & “joint pi 
action” (p. 135), tt is also equally important to address th, ‘ 
regarding allocation of benefits and burdens, with countries K.... 
specific responsibilities. Being an “ideology (which is iat 
concerned with political results than the means to achieve they. 
social democracy can offer “added value when it comes to probie, 
solving in this policy field” (p. 137). 
The Sustainability of the Welfare State 
Another major challenge which welfare states face is of 
financial sustainability—“a long-term balance sheet of stam | 
revenues and expenses” (p. 114). It implies that “Jncreasi 
financial commitments must be accompanied by similar economic 
growth, a challenge that is imminent across the Nordic region and } 
beyond” (p. 114). Demographic changes, increasing individed a 
[ 
| 


demand for specialized services, and international trade have 
ae en aa future. In order to sustain the 
fare model, Nordic economies need to undertake reforms 8 
Neen? Mes: Specifically, they need to look atthe “7 
sfatfeeninlnane ico 
skills” (p, 151) ¥ “proactive policies for education am 
From : 
mais the purview of the Nordic Model, it does not see™ 
undertake the above-menti : 
ioned reforms, If done ™ * 
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timely and holistic manner, the reforms would 
desired social change. Thus, one major eae ee sean 
fom the model is that tate plays a vigorous role inthe management 
of social change. However, it is equally important to pay attention 
to the fact that the “dynamic between public and private will 
continue 10 be an important component of the process” (p. 153), 
Commenting upon the manner the Nordic countries have managed 
this public-private-civic interaction, the authors state, 

When resources are collected by the state and channeled 

through civil society alongside the public sector, it 

draws on a legacy of popular movements and voluntary 

association ... & legacy that several political camps 

subscribe to, (p. 158) 
Liberty, Empowerment, and Community 

Analyzing the sustainability of a welfare state, the authors 
point out another critical key component of sustainability: the mora! 
sustainability. Testing the “viability of the model as a whole and the 
welfare state especially" (p. 159), the inquiry relates to the high 
levels of social cohesion in the Scandinavian countries. The authors 
find that the “policies that promote social cohesion” (p, 159) need 
more attention. In the presence of ethnic and cultural diversity, such 
a policy success requires “effective control [which] produces a high 
level of legitimacy for a welfare state” (p. 161), At the same time, 
looking upon the shared risks and the “extent of social cohesion 
experienced by the general population” (p. 161) cannot be ignored. 

it is important to note that the achievement of social 
cohesion and, thus, the viability of a welfare state also rests upon 
the idea of a specific community—one in which the views of 
minority are accommodated within majority population. Equally 
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important is education, which has also assisted in high levels og 
social cohesion, especially from the viewpoint of social democray, 
The degree of importance Nordic democracies attach to educaticg 
can be measured from the fact that they have formed a system “thay 
ensures the youth of Scandinavia the opportunity t0 @ wuniversiy, 
degree regardless of social background and ability fo pay” (9, 7p, 


Reference: Brandal, N.. Bratherg, @.,4 Thorsen, D. (2013). The Nordic rode 
of social democracy. Springer. 


Scanned by CamScanner 


Acing CSS 


8 
On Palestine 
By Han Pappe and Noam Chomsky 


About the Authors 
llan Pappe is @ leading historian and a professor of 
innernational Studies at University of Exeter, United Kingdom. Pappe 
believes that creation of Israel is largely responsible for perpetually 
staggering geo-political arena of Middle East. He maintains thet 


jonism is more as 10 Islamic mili . which 


is regarded as an existential threat to the world by most experts. He 
is known as one of the “new historians” of Isracl and most of his 
works borders on the Middle Eastern quagmire. 

Noam Chomsky is an American linguist, cognitive 
scientist, a leading political activist and critic, currently working as 
Professor Emeritus at Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT). 
Chomsky considers Israel's policies as morally repugnant. He has 
written extensively about Israel-Palestine conflict. Chomsky critiques 
Wester elite’s unabashed support for Zionism. He is regarded as 
one of the most intellectual men alive. 
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On Palestine 
Overview 
Frank Barat brings Chomsky and : ee ‘Bether |. 
underpin a coherent narrative on Israel's ee *Ssault 
Palestinians and its illegal expropriation of Palestinian lang 1, 
book is hased on Chomsky and Pappe’s interviews as well as Some 
individually written essays. Among myriad of indispersahi, 
arguments, Chomsky's address to the UN General Assembly js o¢ 
utmost importance, In his address, Chomsky concisely depicy, 
Israel's brutal position in the region and how America fails to bring 
any pertinent solution to this perpetual problem, It is an interesting 
read, with Chomsky and Pappe taking different positions on the 
matter. Chomsky supports a two-state solution, so that Palestiniss 
sufferings are put to rest for once and all. Pappe, on the other hand 
embraces @ one state solution, highly influenced by the downfall of 
the notorious apartheid mode! in South Africa. Both present very 
fascinating and intriguing lines of arguments with respect to their 
positions on how things should move forward. The book is a 
compelling update on Israel's dehumanization Of Palestinians and 
occupation of their land, 


Five Takeaways 
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Settler colonialism is a concepeual fin ee 
theories and histories of colonialism, in the A lees. tas 
the southern tip of Africa, and in Australia and New 


create themselves as the owners of the country and 

Sere reeee new me Rey 

Through a similar pattern, driven by Zioniss ideology, 
israel has been pursuing “settler colonialism’ in Palestine for 
decades. The concept, thus, alludes how Israel started a pogrom of 
the native Palestinians and insanely insisted that it was Israelis" 
divinely specified territory. 

The origin of the language favouring ‘settler colonialism’ 
dates back to the last quarter of the nineteenth century, Early 
Zionists in 1880s used Hebrew words for the phenomenon, meaning 
"to settle” and “to colonize” in English. During that time, colonization 
had quite a positive connotation, but post-World War II period saw 
an altogether different meanings of the phenomenon. Since then, 
Zionists started looking for sophisticated connotations to justify 
their disproportionate assault on Palestinians. Jews settled in 
Palestine and Zionism was by and large all about colonization and 
expropriation of the Palestinian land. 

The Apartheid State of Israel 

The Israel/Palestine conflict is compared with South 
Aftican apartheid, but there is one difference: it is far worse than the 
apartheid. Pappe believes that most of South African whites are stil 
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racist, but their “regime of oppression collapsed” due i, ad 
struggles of African National Congress (ANC) and internationay 


pressure. Therefore, even if attitude does not change, the Outwary 


through law enforcement. Apartheid Week Is observed j, 
university campuses all over the world, with the comparison 
between the apartheid South Africa and Israel becoming mor, 
pronounced than ever. 
The Apartheid Weeks are the main focal point of annual 
activity for the cause in Palestine and they have won 
over the campuses that were previously dominated by 
Zionist lobbying and academia, (Pappe, p. 24) 
The Boycott, Divestment, Sanctions (BDS) Movement 
BDS movement calls for Israel to comply with i 
law and end its dehumanizing treatment of Palestinians. 
movement was largely inspired by anti-apartheid movement i 
South Africa. Pappe believes that this movement sends out a st 
message to Israel, but people should be fully informed about 
criminality of the country rather than the general level informati 
which blasts everyone as a criminal, He also believes that the 
movement only focusses on Isracli atrocities in West Bank 
Gaza, leaving the West uninformed about the degree of o 
in other areas like Haifa, Nagab and Acre, where people 
oppressed just as much. The movement iS & strong one; it just 
lo address multifaceted wrongdoings of Israel, which know 
eines and affect all of the Palestinian land. As Pappe 
BOS so far hax heen an impulse, not @ strategy. | think it is 


OM 
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jmpuise that needs to be accompanied 
, - * more thorough 
analysts, study’, and explanation (Pappe, p, 82-83) 


Chomsky"s UN Address on October 14, 2014 

Chomsky raised scores of important 
the General Assembly. He was highly igs ce 
indifference 10 the plight of Palestinians and an estoy 
support for Zionist hegemony. He Carefully analyzed significant 
hinorical events ~ ceasefires in particular ~ and how virtually every 
possible solution was tumed down by Israel, In 1976, @ resobution 
for two-state solution was brought forward by Egype, Jordan and 
Syria. Israel decided mot to attend the session; US vetoed the 
resolution. “A US veto typically is a double veto: the veto, the 
resolution, is mot implemented, and the event is vetoed from 
history” (Chomsky, p. 161). Pattern of ceasefires has not changed 
aver years cither; Isracl initially recognizes and observes the 
ceasefire and then disregards it by assaulting Gaza again, Hamas 
responds, and Israel gets an excuse to launch move attacks, with the 
magnitude of cach attack being more lethal than before. 

The “2005 disengagement agreement’ was also 
mesrepresented to the world, according to Chomsky, As per Israeli 
officials, thousands of Israeli settlers left Gaza to restore peace. But 
they actually left Gaza to remove all diplomatic options from the 
lable and, more importantly, they left the city as a ramshackle 
territory, devastated by military assaults. In 2006, Hamas won the 
election. \!S ~ the democratic lodestar for the world ~ decided 10 
Plana militar, coup. Hamas ‘preempted” the military coup and took 
over Gara, “New, that was o sertuus crime. It's bad enough to 
nate the wreng way in a free election, hut te preempt a U'S- 
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planned military coup is far more serious” (Chomsky, p, 1, 
Arad ax usunh, fsenel continued its onsiaught of Palestinians, 
israel, with ideological, diplomatic and economic sip, 
from US, continues to expand its settlements in Palestine; and in 4. 
process, they dispossess and kill thousands of Palestinians. Us: 
unabashed support and Israel's unprecedented oppression jg nee 
privy to the world. According to Chomsky, only two-state solutiog 
is viable. 
South African Apartheid is a Misguided Analogy 
According to Noam Chomsky, comparing Isracl-Palesting 
conflict with South Africa is quite misleading. Because Blacks 
formed 85 percent of the South African population, they were a 
powerful workforce. So South Africa — willingly or unwillingly — 
had to sustain them, But in case of Palestine, things are quite 
different. Israel does not care if Palestinians live or die. “They don't 
want fo have anything to do with them. If they leave, that's fine. If 
they die, that’s fine.” (Chomsky, p. 169). Expansion of territory and 
dreams of making a Great Israel is Israel's utmost ambition. 
Chomsky points out the flaws in Palestine-Isracl conflict 
analogy with the apartheid model and presents the contextual 
difference between two issues, With one state solution, Israel will 
continue to wipe Palestinians out and, therefore, there would not be 
spolccbhe oe nn “epics how apartheid model is not 
icable to the Isracl-Palestine ict, “ , 
one crucial difference AMO :035 sunt agetnapis 
Sabianttolisand teen ce; South Africa is that Israel 
Africa was not” (Chomsky, p. 99). 


Reference. Pappe. 1. & Chomsky N. On Palestine Penguin (2015). 
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9 
syria Burning: ISIS and the Death of the Arap 


Spring 
By Charles Glass 


_ About the Author 
Charles Glass is a world renowned journalist who has spent 
most of his life bringing to light the plight of the Middle Eastern 
people, He has also been the correspondent for ABC News, The 
Observer and Newsweek. Some of his works include: Tribes with 
Flags, The Northern Front and Syria Burning. 
Overview 
Unlike most of the books about Syria that either favour one 
side or the other, Glass breaks the tradition of a straightforward 
acount of a country torn apart and burned down by interne! 
conflict, war and foreign intervention. Since Glass has spent most of 
his life in the Middle East and knows the area intimately, his book 
reads like a lament of sorts, The book takes mo prisoners, as 
according to him, everyone is equally responsible for Syria's 
Current situation, He starts off with a brief history of Syria leading 
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Syria Darren 
= of rebellion against Assad's regime jj, 20), 
sven though he KNOWS what ional regime did, State, thay 
dees ere moth vewer off under him than they are my, 
rs os through an overview of @ COUNTY thal only Wantey 
vesce and democracy, but somehow ended UP as 8 bub Of sectari., 
warfare. the centre of global proxy War and extreme pow. 
dynamics. Additionally, according to Glass’s calculations, the —_ 
has done Syria irreparable damage. Apart from ravaging the Once 
great city of Aleppo and wrecking the art. culture, beauty ang 
monuments, the war has cost nearly 300,000 lives and i, 
displacement of about 11 million people. While this book may no, 
read as coherently as Glass's other works, it is as unbiased of a 
account as one can get of Syria's war and conflict. 
Four Takeaways 
Foreign Powers Fanned the Flames 
Glass has not held back and this book has nothing bet 
scathing criticism of the foreign powers who meddied with Syria’s 
affairs, Glass states that Syria's civil war has now become a 
monster and the situation was exacerbated by foreign influences. 
Initially, “the armed men were @ minority among the dissidents” 
Later, they gained “ascendancy by the force of their actions 
- the international sport”, eventually ending up choosing 
rifle over te banner” (p. 22), He further assigns blames to the 


up to the first 


Saudi Arabia and Qatar...poured in weapons and 
money Turkey PERCE its border to arms, rebels and 
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from the US, Britain and France. p me 
Global Proxy War 


Syria has become the hub of POXY Wars: “the Uinined States 
versus Russia; the Sunni theocracies of Saudi Arabia and Quty 
against the Shiite theocrats of tran; and T, ides ides 
nationalists over the attempted restoration of Turkey's pre-World 
War | dominance” (p. 34), It all started out peacefully with 
protestors asking for nothing but democracy. Soon, the uprising 
turned into a fulcrum of global power dynamics, with one foreign 
power trying to get a leg up on the other. In the author's words: 
"The war has reached the stage at which many on both sides no 
longer regard the others as hwnan, let alone as citizens of a country 
in which all must coexist” {p. 35), 

Assad as a Security Blanket 

Up until the beginning of the civil war, Syria's different 
religious and ethnic minorities coexisted peacefully. Though there 
were some tensions, but they found a way to work through it, 
“During centuries of productive coexistence, there were only two 
outhreaks of sectarian conflict that resulted in massacres” (p. 47). 
However, since the war began, this tense yet peaceful society 
crumbled and fell apart, revealing the worst of human nature. 
Considering the fact that Assad himself belongs to a minority group. 
all minorities lived in a world where they had security. 

The world of communities dwelling in Syria tncludes its 

Sunni Muslim Arab majority alongside 2 maltitude of 

mninocities: Sunni Kurds; Armenian and Arab Cheistians 
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psayetans, cirassions; Kurdioh Vasi0ls, WHR Geir roo, 
‘in the weachings of Zoroaster, and IME qUASI-Shiite 
, sects of Druze, Ismailis and Alawites. (p, 46) 

According to Glass, these minorities were always goin, 

be the ones who would die first if a war broke out. This se... 
, y 

blanket was one of the reasons most Syrians begrudgings, 
absolute destruction. 
Hypocrisy Reigns Supreme 

Considering Syria's deteriorating situation, Glass says “T 
America's policymaking adolescents, the world is a plaything 4, 
abandon when it breaks” (p. 78). He emphasises the hypocrisy of 
the United States by saying. 

The United States, with its European and Arab allies, 

had its own purposes in Syria...) The countries that 

— popular dissent against the royal family in 

Bahrain could not claim to believe in democracy for 

any Arab country. (p, 79) 


dictates of power and 
issidents against the Assad relations. From creating armed 
causing immense ; 0 doing airstrikes on specified 
lateral damage, all US-Saudi moves 


ere Solely intended 
© Counter 
Ned UP by the author. and Russian influence. As 
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The US opposed Assad. as did the Saudis and (Pataris, 
because he would not relinquish the alliance with tram 
that gave him a strategic asset against Israel, [...] The 
Arab monarchies, which had sought to dimminate Syria 
since it achieved independence from France in 1946, 
saw in Iran an adversary for control of Syria and, 
through Hezbollah, Lebanon. To remove Assad was to 
eliminate lranian influence in the Arab world. (p. 79) 


Reference: Glass, C. (2016) Syria Burning: Isis and the Death of the Arab 
Spring. OR Books, New York and London. [Kindle Version] 
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The Age of Deception: Nuclear Diplomacy in 
Treacherous Times 
By Mohamed ElBaradel 


About the Author 

Mohamed ElBaradei is a diplomat and Egyptian law 
scholar. He served as the Director General of International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA) from 1997 to 2009. He and the Agency 
were jointly awarded Nobel Peace Prize in 2005 for their efforts 
toward nuclear disarmament. 

Overview 

ElBaradei presents a detailed account of nuclear diplomacy, 
technicalities of nuclear programs, different dimensions of Non- 
Proliferation Treaty (NPT) and how countries diplomatically deal 
with nuclear aspects. He gives examples of Lraq, North Korea, Iran 
and Libya and highlights the complex nature and policy dynamics 
of nuclear programs launched in these countries. He also highlights 
the role of IAEA in curbing the menace of Weapons of Mass 
Destruction (WMD). Drawing attention towards the repercussions 
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of nuclear programs, the author talks about the black mar C1 og 
nuclear arscnals and how things should go forward [rom her on 


The book is a fascinating account of nuclear diplomacy 4, 

developing countries’ ambitious desires to get hold of and exp... 

nuclear arsenal. 

Five Takeaways 
Iraq's Naclear Program, Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) ang 
Other Technical Aspects 
In the first chapter, ElBaradei explains the flaws in @. 

Non-Protiferation Treaty (NPT). The treaty calls for nuclear powers 
to help non-nuclear powers with this technology to be utilized jn 
positive manner. The author argues that the problem arises when the 
inspection regime finds it difficult to determine if there is q 
clandestine program going on in a country, because most of the 
steps involved in the positive use are the same as that for the 
negative use. Uranium and plutonium, after being extracted and 
preserved, go through same chemical reactions for both kinds of 
use, thaking it hard to unveil a secret program. Before Gulf War, 
very little was known about Iraq's nuclear program. US had only 
two nuclear sites on its list before the war started, “whereas. in the 
postwar inspection. as many as eighteen nuclear sites would be 
identified by the IAEA” (E1Baradei, p. 1), 

The author then goes on to explain the capability of [AEA 
regarding unmasking secret programs, but also laments the mannet 
how it is handicapped most of the times. Any skepticism regarding 
IAEA's ability and efficacy vanished after their fraq tour. 
“tAEA'S successful dismantling of fraq’s muclear program 
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yenced many of its critics and der, 
‘ : raclors and wes @ Festimeyyy Pa 
agency's effectiveness” (p. 36). But, as ElBaradei clasip 
. . ies, tee 
asin got! in Iraq was not disarmament, but a regime change 
missed Opportunities vis-a-vis North Korca 


agreement with ts Agency enabling the LAEA t0 verify comm’ 
nuclear program” (p. 38) IAEA found massive discrepancy 
between the declared amount of plutonium by North Korea and the 
actual amount. Forensic experts of Agency were able 10 determine 
“that the reprocessing of fuel from the reactor to separate 
plutonium had taken place over a longer duration and with more 
complexity than the North Koreans were admitting” (p. 39). North 
Korea was clearly stunned by Agency's effectiveness. After a series 
of events, request for a special inspection was made, but Nocth 
Korea denied it. ElBaradei regrets the special inspection request as 
it hampered the Agency's ongotng inspection. US held a bilateral 
meeting with North Korea in Geneva and almost bought their 
nuclear program by promising to supply some reactors and energy 
resources. But it failed to live up to its promise and North Korea felt 
betrayed. It, therefore, appears that a comprehensive understanding 
of the situation and building a trust are factors more important than 
taking any impulsive and punitive measures, 
Post 9/11 Security Landscape 

ElBaradei claborates the complex security dynamics post 
WI] attacks. Terrorists had surprised the world with their capacity 
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to stage large-scale attacks. Agency's role, thus, was to Meter 
terrorists from gaining any sort of control over nucteae my 
Bush administration withdrew from Anti-Ballistic Missile 7 
and along with Putin signed a new Strategic Offensive Rey, 
Treaty. which was “an agreement referred to jokingly in 
cireles as “sort of” treaty” (p, 48). Bush was Cevlaan 
Saddam's links with Al Qaeda and asserted that Iraq hag te 
dismantled its nuclear programs. [AEA could not Possibly kiioy 
Iraq's status because of their absence from the FEBION Since Desen 
Fox bombing in 1998. After three long months. US ang Uk 
provided the agency with fake docurnents with forged Signatures, 
To save Washington and London from humiliation, ElBarade; told 
Security Council that the documents were “nor authentic ", US was 
unhappy and blamed agency for the ineffectiveness. 
Iran's Nuclear Program 
Speculations surrounding Iran's nuclear program in mid 
2002 gave ElBaradei and the agency another headache. They were 
already squandering their resources over Iraq and North Korea 
cama out. Afier a lot of efforts, Aghazadch (then 
ao ens ae ene Energy of ne allowed the agency w 
aes re Siment plants in Natanz. Having done 8 
dt ta re ex agency was skeptical about Iran's assertion 
Pes yet used for any nuclear testing. ‘The author 
real accounts of certain chemicals, number of 
Centrifupes and their capacity. Sk 3 ” 
ElBaradei met Iran's eden sa eh a 
pane siakae as mi and Alt Akbar Salchi who 
aim " “Waradei told US that sanctions and 
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oat punitive actions were only escalating the situs 


yon deemed nuclear program as » nationalistic and chat 


pigh and forces against Reyotiations were too strong 
4.0. Khan's ‘Nuclear Bazaar’ 

In 2004, after seeing the trends in Iran and Libya, Agency 
gscovered that nuclear landscape was taking another dime i 
the expansion of black market in proportion to the magnitude of 
supply and demand. “The development of un itticit nuclear 
procurement network healed hy 4.0 Kran und his web wy 
calleagwes filled in the supply side of the eyiation” (p. 166). 
Agency shortly found 1300 cases of “iffici: trafficking in nuclear 
and radioactive materials” (p. 114). It is hard to say whether 
religiows fervor or nationalistic Spirit Of greed motivated A.Q. Khan. 
because IAEA were not allowed to directly question Khan, By 
stealing copies from URENCO Netherlands, Khan had sizably 
expanded Pakistan's nuctear arsenal and by proliferating through 
black market, he had cared a profit of 400 million dollars, 
according to the book. So, we can assume that multiple factors 
drove Khan's ambitions: greed. religious spirit and jingowsm. 
Agency discovered a lot of information which referred to Khan’s 
involvement in nuclear programs of Iran, Libya and North Korea. 
\.Q. Khan's disappearance made sure that the mastermind of 
Proliferation was handcuffed to do any more damage, but one 
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cannot be sure of the extinction of black market seeing the King oy 


stakes and money involved. 


Rejercewe: tharadvi, Mohamed El. The Age of Deception. Londos: Btocesbyry 
Publishing, 2014. Pree. 
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pirty Secrets: How Tax Havens Destroy the 
Economy 
By Richard Murphy 


About the Author 
Richard Murphy is a political economist from Britain, 
known for his works on tax evasion and tax avoidance. He is also an 
advisor of Trades Union Congress, the technical director of the Fair 
Tax Mark and a member of Tax Justice Network, 
Overview 
The book was primarily written in response to 2016's 
Panama Papers scandal — the biggest leak on offshore accounts and 
people involved with them — but its scope has proven to be much — 
wider. Murphy’s work not only redefines tax havens as “secrecy 
jurisdictions” to demonstrate their true impact but also identifies 
* the threat tax havens pose to our tax revenues, our markets, 
und therefore our economy and well-being — and ultimately to 
our democracies”, Nevertheless, the tone of the book is more 
optimistic than pessimistic, as it proposes “viable reforms that could 
shake fax havens to their foundations". 
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Four Takeaways 


Tux Havens: Meaning, Functions and ne 
Jax havens and the tenn “offshore” (industry) are 


used interchangeably. However. the truth is that both the terms 
“distinct” meanings and interpretations. While offshore cap, 
transiated into “elsewhere” in the context of tax evaston’s 

this “elsewhere does not consist of any physical geography. 
simply means that the comractual parties do not belong to the 
jurisdiction (or place) as the one in which transaction was rec 

On the other hand, “tax havens are real places that we can identify 
(p. 31) In other words, tax huvens can be described as real. phys 
Places whose “fa sytem provides an advantage to a person who 
an resident in that place” {p. 31). 

The clarification between offshore and tax havens : 
necessary 10 lay the claim that wx havens often lead to a 
broader range of problems than the offshore industry. Mu 
believes that “sax havens have three fundamental purposes”: 

I, They tend to undermine the laws in order to benefit 

“elite” of our society. 

2, They prevent legally elected governments from deliveri 
what they promised in their mandate to their electorate 

what “their electoretes Might expect of then: ” (p. 7). 

3. They lead to an increase in “concentration of bat 

income and wealth around the world” (p. 7). 

R All three of these functions produce problems that are 
hired” that the current Policy tools designed by orzanizati 
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ke OECD have failed to tackle theny. One of the mene | 
shat these layers are constantly strenpthened vig the set of wh is 
gad services employed by tax havens Products, such as in, 
foundations and companies, backed by “politicians. ere 
accountamls, bankers und so-called — wealth crn 
professionals ~ transform into “an imtegrated web thay Seclibiniss 
the offshore world where tax abuse takes Place, as a result of 
the operations of the world’s secrecy jurisdlictions” (p. 45), 

Tax Havens or Secrecy Jurisdictions? 

Speaking of “secrecy jurisdictions”, the term has been 
offered as an accurate alternative for tax havens. in Murphy's 
words: 

The real problem of tax havens is mot tax abuse itself. 

important though that is, but the secrecy that permits 

that abuse and many others. It is this opacity that 

suggests tax havens might be beer undersioed ax 

secrecy jurisdictions. (p. 20) 

The emphasis on secrecy rather than just tax abuse is 
justified because what tax havens today offer is “something much 
more pernicious”. They provide an asylum from “a much broader 
range of regulation, permitting the wser to escape their 
obligations not just to tax authorities but to other regulators, as 
well at to their competitors, creditors and sharvholders, and (not 
least) their spouses and children”. It is. thus, fundamentally 
Wrong to limit the role of tax havens to tan evasion or tax avoidance 
and 10 assume that “wer wus fhe only reason someane might choose 
Merecord an activity in such a place”. (p17) 
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omy 
Destroy the Econ 
How Tax Havens nj cartier, tax havens (or secrecy jurisdicy; 


As . Some f : 
aaa threat to global economy OF ele igs 


cshons are mentioned below. 
aid dependence. Tax abuse in 4, 


Developing nations’ 
form of tax evasion by the elites has oe P00 Ow Coplay 
ies dependent upon aid™ (p. 7) While developed nations hay, 


the liberty and resources 10 “compensate for any losses 19 jy 
havens ~ and as a result suffer little absolute loss in terms of dirg., 
econemic outcomes ~ this is not true for developing countries” (5 
60), Low earning, combined with tax evasion, causes developing 
and third world nations to look for high-interest loans which they 
would never have to “if they collected the tax that is rightfidly 
theirs ~ (p. 7). 
Lack of transparency in markets. Most of the economies 
in the world today operate under the market system. In order to 
achieve optimal results under this system, economists believe, 
“perfect knowledge” is required. This means as much information 
a possible should be supplied to market participants “so that 
decision-makers - whether they be businesses, investors. employees, 
regulators, governments or others ~ can make the best possible 
decisions on how resources are used” (p. 8). Tax havens often hide. 
this information about some of the key market players and distur 
the market equilibrium. 


ie tack of fair competition and growth. Another imports 
condition required for markets to succeed ig equal opportunities 
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afi. Equal opportunities include “egual access te Capital, £0 thay 
shose with eae can bring them to market" (. 8). However 
ty - by imentionally creating “opacity” and concentrating 
the wealth into few hands, tax havens inhibit both fair competition 
and economic growth. 

Cost to democracy, To elect any democratic government, 

it is important that the people voting have complete and thorough 
knowledge about the candidates standing. Needless to state, tax 
havens “prevent this information being available to citizens” and 
allow “perpetrators to walk away from their actions” (p. 26), 

Tax competition. By definition, tax competition is a 
process used by various governments across the globe to attract 
capital and labor by offering lower tax rates and other similar 
incentives. In actual, however, this is a “deliberate antempt by onv 
state 10 deny to another state the resources that are its rightful 
property” (p. 26) and is, thus, nothing short of @ tax war. This tax 
war often results in misallocation of resources and incurs more loss 
than profit for all parties involved. 

Policy Reforms to Tackle Tax Havens 

Over the past 20 years, several governments and 
international organizations (OECD, EU and IMF) have come up 
with solutions to this problem. All of them, however, have failed in 
one way or the other. In most of these cases, it appears that the 
policies had “failure built into them from the start” (p. 65). Below 
are listed some of developments on these previous reforms 
alongside some new policy objectives, from the book, to tackle the 
same problem. 
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Country-ty-country reporting — of rake: ny 
of the ways tax abuse can * M37. »y 
companies. ~ of multinational corporations transpary,, 
ankng Ot ee the 90s. Given that most of the off. 
pointed out by OECD in i) = 
accounts are handled by these corporations. shanties Father 
necessary to introduce legislations barring them from doing 
Under this policy reform. these companies “will need te supmyy Jey 
seven pieces of data for each jurisdiction in which they tas 
including sales, profits earned hefore tax. tax paid in each Country, 
seale of the company's operations, number of people emplayeg 
anik iieaD aah af the investment.” (p. 66). This summarizeg dats 
will highlight what each “corporation's business consists of ang 
wher it contributes to each country in which it operates” (Pp. 69) ang 
ultimately increase transparency. 
Change in corporate tax. At present, shareholders are 
taxed in place of companies, This has led to severe tax evasion in 
the form of offshore accounts. A reform in the current corporate tax 
will not only resolve this tax abuse but also ease the process of tax 
collection. Two major benefits emanating from such a reform 
include efficiency and certainty. In the author's words: 
There are wo other reasons for taxing companies, One | 
is that it is efficient to do so: in many cases it is much 
Sasier {0 tax a company than all of its shareholders. even 
if you could locate them, This has the second advantage 
of ensurmg that at least Some tax is paid in the place 
ale company trades. rather than in the tax haven 
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Generating political wilt, i is almoss IMPossile 

achieve the reforms stated above if Politicians or People j vy 

nt arc unwilling, Hence. there js a treat need te Se 

potitical will. One way of doing this is by making politicians ai 

that the only way they can “re-connery effectively with their 

wes... is by tackling tax havens” {P. 8). Since incidents like 

Panama leaks have left people more aware, eaming votes withou 

enacting “measures that will shatter the secrecy" (p. 8) created by 
tax havens seems difficult. 


Refercace: Murphy. R. (2017). Dirty Secrets: How Tax Havens Destroy the 
Economy, Verso Books. [Kindle Version] 
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Human Rights: Social Justice in the Age of the 
Market 
By Koen De Feyter 


About the Author 

Koen De Feyter has worked and researched extensively on 
human rights issue, He has published two other books and many 
articles on the topic. He has also served in many governmental and 
nongovernmental organizations, Currently. he is the Chair of 

international Law at the University of Antwerp, Belgium. 

Overview 

Feyter, through his appealing narrative, discusses the 
downsides of economic globalization in the context of human 
rights. In the age of the market. human rights and social justice are 
ignored with cold indifference by market forces, Powerful 
economies influence the decision making of relatively weaker 
states, and with globalization cost-benefit analysis takes precedence 
over human rights. Feyter argues that the existing human rights 
regime is far from being perfect. Powerful states are not held 
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ble for the crimes they commit, and they alone have 
accounts . t 4 ‘ 
ro decide whether something is of universal POM AN. 7 


not. Cortrarily. the marginalized states do not get to Weigh in #8 al | 


Such a state of affairs is quite abominable. Unless certain CIOS ap 


made responsible to ensure human rights across the ylobe Withoy 
any discrimination, the situation is not likely to alter. Thes. tid 
include not just economic, cultural and social ones but politicay si 


civil raghts tox. 
Seven Takeaways 


Essentials 
Dimensions of globalization. By observing the example of 

financial crisis in Mexico and South East Asia in 1990s. we fing 
that with globalization and free-trade, countries are vulnerable jg 
unexpected shifts in financial flows. In the absence of international | 
regulation, countries should be allowed to retain domestic capital 
controls, so that they are not affected by ever changing international 
financial policies. In liberal economy theory, there should also be 
free flow of labor. Feyter mentions an excerpt from Nayyar’s study 
and writes: “The case for wnrestricted labar mobility is as compelling 
as the case for unrestricted capital mobility or the case for free 
trade” (Feyter. p. 9), Labor should work wherever they are more 
Productive. But by invoking security concerns, states do not allow 
such a free cross-border movement, 

States and market forces. When states provide space for 
ne and ah ane _ they inadvertently allow these firms 
a orp. nea the implications of which might 

aeceaene le for the local population, Thus, the 
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safluere might be inevitably intertwineg with certs 
yo be made by the state, Because such compromises 
harmful 10 the marginalized Factions of society 
allow unfettered play of market forces, 

Moreover. there is increasi 
globalization on the rise. The detuuea oe si 
spitped witkd, It shoe be the deneicginn ose sea 

Ng One. "Liberalization 
processes it the EU'S new member-states do ner appear te 
have a positive impact on gender pay Raps” (p. 14), 

The bottom-line is that though states might benefit in the 
short-run by providing space for corporations to lead the economy, 
bet such an approach. which is essentially based on cost-benefi 
analysis, is likely to result in lack of social justice and a deteriorated 
human rights situation. 

States and international organizations, |ntermational 
organizations lay down rules to sustain globalization in a way that 
state’s (especially those which are highly indebted and have litile 
bargaining power) action is controlled and limited, “National 
policy-making increasingly comes wnder the activities of 


h Compromises 
San be enornsnsty 


these organizations ™ (p. 13). 
States and other states. Global ecomomy is merely a 


mirror-image of the interests of economically powerful states, 
Developing countries have no power to preserve national interests 
in context of globalization, Intemational economic organizations’ 
decision making borders on the rules laid down by industrial giants 
“In both the IMF and the World Bank, the develaped cowntrie> 
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ad then particwlarly the United States, dictar. Poli 
and @ 8 ¥ 


ip. 19) 
Relevance of Human Rights 
With economic globalization, come 


compromises on human rights. The post World War Wt petiog 
brought a package of human rights along with “free 
economy” and liberal democracy, and it persists to the presen 4, 
With that design. states do not take & universal view of human 
rights; instead their humanitarian considerations are largely drive, 
by national interests. Feyter argues that adverse effects of economic 
globalization should be taken as a starting point while discussing 
human rights, “regurdfess of the interests of one state, or of grown, 
of states, such as the developing or the developed countries~ 
(p. 20). Much of the focus is laid on economic, social and culpurg) 
(ESC) rights, with civil and political rights getting little attention. In 
_ order t overcome the lacunae the human rights regime is marred with, 
following are some viable recommendations proposed by the author. 

© States need to adjust their obligations. They needs to be 
realize that even if they “withdraw from the economy, their 
human rights obligations remain. For example, even if a 
state no canger directly provides an essential service such 
as the provision of healthcare, it remains responsible for 
the realization of the right to health” (p. 22). 

Vs Policy makers should not make any choices that violate 
human rights. Sometimes, while signing legal documents 
oe a themselves to the rules laid down by 

Drganization, they do not keep in mind the 
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cope of human rights. These rights shouty be 


over all other legal obligations, “Only <a 
circramstanices is the Ironman rights regime scat a 
corrective to the failures of fovernments and markets” 
(p. 23). 

The international human rights regime should establish q 
much effective accountability mechanism, so that Vialiters 
go through stringent scrutiny. It should also offer 
reparations to those adversely affected. Such a mechanism 
should also be easily accessible to the marginalized 
individuals, who at the moment face a range of barriers 
including the linguistic and geographical ones. 

Along with protecting people who face worst abuse, human 
rights regime should also consider woes of people who 
need minimum level of protection, More focus should be 
laid on the abuse and marginalization faced by women. 
There should be social mobilization. A space should be 
given to the victims where they can raise their voice against 
the oppressors. Such freedom of expression also allows 
psychological empowerment and boosts self-esteem of 
individuals, 

Unhindered cross-border movement should also be 
prioritized. Migrants and refugees should not be considered 
@S an unwelcome invasion. They should be given maximum 
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Obstacles 
Lack of compliance. UN Commission on Hurry), \e 
iy a 


with a primary function of investigating all kinds of hurnay, g 
abuses, fails to legally bind states for any kind of viotatin,,, The 
are neither any sanctions nor any reparations for the abusey Thuy 
on an international level, situation is quite abysenal, to SY the 

In 2 regional context, human rights system in Ator; % 
Europe works rather well, But in other regions, things lock 
bleak, The situation is perhaps the worst in Aftica, “7, A 
hema rights system suffers from a perennial lack of res, purces 
(p. 33). Asia and Middle East presem equally dismal scenario, 
both regions lag way behind as far as any development on h 


rights regime is concerned. 

In domestic context, states tend to mold imMernati 
ireatics in @ way that no conflict with domestic laws takes 
Through this self-serving incorporation of international laws 
domestic laws, states are successful in barring any internati 
binding, 

Tied by treaty. International Covenamt on 
Economic and Cultural rights, through their ariicles, present 
legal implications of treaties for the states they ratified w 


being specific, making lack of compliance inevitable. eect: 
articles are worded in a complex way, evoking 


interpretations. 
i “ 
Limited by law, Human rights protection should not 


aSs0ciat 
ised to legal parameters only. Most people in the 
96 
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a BeOS we + in COWMrics with p. 
y rates, the requirement of @ wy; HEM compl high 
access 0 those most vulnerable tq Pare hich om denies 
Volations= 
ip- 0). 
post 9/11 
ss the Sepsember M attacks were undeniably horibye 
zed a clear violation of human rights, the response 10 them has been 
transgressing. Multiple instances, as re 
ih suggest that war on terrorism wii 
ronate in 
xs magnitude, US’ intervention in Iraq and Afghani Se 
scrutiny of migrants and inhuman behavior with detainees are some 
of the examples. In the name of combating terrorism, the counter. 
yerrorism regime did not hesitate from violating inalienable human 
rights. As reflected in a number of cases, US did not follow the free- 
wial criteria prescribed by international law while investigating 
many individuals. Furthermore, people secking refuge ftom 
oppressive powers at home were not welcomed either. Such a 
draconian approach went unchallenged on imernational level, 
mainly because of US" global dominance. 
in the wake of 9/11, investigation tumed into a business. 
Perpetrating the limits of human rights violations, US outsourced 
the job of interrogation to private corporations, thus, creating a mew 
industry of engagement and revenue generation for the private 
fers. As stated by the author, “Credible evidence surfaced that 
the abusive treatment was not random but orchestrated. 
Private security firms were involved in the contac of 
imerrogations” (p. 69). Moreover, US' unprecedented financial aed 
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Jiuman Rights 


ararmunition support to the countries ilies ‘a record ving 
vis human rights considerations is quite disturbing, 


Postponing Global Social Justice? 
A year before the attacks of September 11, UN taig «. 


Millennium Development Goals “to achieve coherence among 
development policies of both donor and reciplant countries" (o, ef 
The goals were to halve the amount of people suffering from se,, 
humger ll 2015 in comparison with 1990, to improve 
tnortality, t0 provide universal primary education and to dim 
the gender disparity in edutation. But after 9/11, the develors 
countries, by using Development Assistance Committee (DAC), 
redirected human rights fund to combat terrorism. In response, 1 
produced papers to address the issue and stated that develorme 
lund should not be used for non-developmental purposes. “There t 
@ risk thet traditional security-related Programmes are simply 
relabelled as development aid. and then claimed from that budget" 
(p. 87). Thus, in the name of countering terrorism, human rights and 
social justice are exceedingly compromised. 

Does Geneva Matter? 

Outspoken Social Rapporteurs have often raised concems 
about lack of support from High-Commission, There are of 
Complaints about references gone missing, delayed translations ant 
4 general lack of enthusiasm from the staff. Geneva Human Right 
*ysiem {8 responsible for translating local issues into a globél 
language. but because of its intergovernmental nature 
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in the practice of social movements, are tost in 
as * (p. 126). The Landless Workers sensei bart i 
ry «perfect example 10 define this complex problem. Th 
overeat aF05e in 1984 ms reaction to Brazil aa 
to adopt a market-assisted land reform program facilitated 
world Bank. Through this land reform program, instead of 
ing land to the landless, government started selling it to farmers. 
such a step was unconstitutional and government was merely 
serving corporate agenda. As Feyter notes, “Government funds 
were shifted from the governmental agency responsible for 
to a newly established Land Bank™ (p. 127). To 
uckle MST, landowners targeted the activists with the help of 
police, especially in rural areas. There were large-scale human 
rights abuses, killings and unprecedented violence. Convicts were 
rarely prosecuted or arrested. Asma Jahangir from Pakistan, as a 
Special Rapporteur to UN for The Commission on Human rights, 
visited the areas and reported the large-scale killings and violence 
“committed with impunity”. Seeing the increasing poverty and 
hunger in Brazil as a result of the market-model, UN sent another 
Special Rapporteur on the right to food, Jean Ziegler 7 
Switzerland. He approved of the activities by MST in occupied 
lands and called for immediate agrarian reforms to improve the 
situation. But none Of his recommendations was taken up seriously 
sad nothing was done regarding the abuses faced by members of 
one of the largest socialist movements in the world, Geneva par 
very litle heed to the whole matter, ls response was not helpful for 
the victimized MST activists whatsoever. 
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Avenues of Hope : deli a 
When human rights regime fuils to deliver, activican seek 


find alternative options. International and regional tribals. 
various ilks may be one such alternative, Hiclow is a shor 
of the accomplishments of these substitutes. 

. People’s tribunal was successful in addressing the pray 
concems of MST before the jury in Brazil, despite being 
called illegal and politically oriented. The tribunal did ney 
renounce raising voice for MST activists, calling for 
agrarian reforms and persecution of perpetrators, 

© Similar international tribunals have been successful 


© "In the United States and in India, trade unions 
organize tribunals on workers’ rights and cor, 
accountability” (p. 140). 

* Social and Economic Rights Action Centre in Nigeria, 
non-governmental and non-partisan organization, aims 
secure social and economic rights of people in Nigeri 
They also endeavor to build strategies that effecti 
lackle any such issue faced by ordinary citizens. M 
they create awareness among people about their social 
economic rights. 


Reference: Feyyet, Koen De. Human rights 


Social justice in the age of 
worker. Landon Neu York, Zed Books, 2006 | 7 
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Capitalism: A Ghost Stor 
By Arundhati Roy 


About the Author 

Arundhati Roy has produced a number of fiction and 
nonfiction books over the span of 20 years. Apart from being the 
winner of Man Booker Prize, she is a renowned political activist 
actively involved in the humanitarian and environmental causes, 

Overview 

Capitalism: A Ghost Story is one of the first pieces of work 
by the author that established her position as 2 political essayist. 
Comprising of two sections and seven chapters. it attempts to 
uncover the true workings of capitalism: questions the power of 
ladian and Western elites, highlights the adverse impact it has had 
On the poor, points out the facade it has created in the name of 
liberal propress and delineates how the story of capitalism is 
nothing but a "ghost story’. 
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Five Takeaways 


‘Ghosts’ of the Ghost Story | 
The book starts with @ description of Antilla—a >» 


building. house to the richest man in India, Mukesh Amba.) 
Roy explains the features of the house. she reveals the Stories 


mitlions of Indians that live below the poverty line, including 
slumm-dwellers, Adivasis, Maoists in the jungles of Central 
Mustims, Nagas and more. She states that in the modern capi, 
society of India, “Asndred richest Indians the Tatas, jp 
Vedanta. Mittals, Infosys, Essar, and the Reliance Group. 
assets equivalent so one-fourth of country's total GDP” (Ray, » 
white 60% of the total population earns less than 20 rupees g 
Appallingly, this vast difference is conveniently disguised under 
so-called growth of Indian middle class. 

The author goes on to explain this by stating that there 
various displays of neoliberal culture throughout the year in 
country. Such corporate events do more harm than good to 
overall economy as they often result in laws being passed 
poor are dispossessed of theit houses/property like “laundry stains” 
For instance, during the Commonwealth Games, “Street ve. 

disappeared, rickshaw pullers lost their licenses... Beggars 

rounded up, tried by mobile magistrates in mobile courts, 

dropped outside the city limits” (p, 2) in an attempt to “beawtify" 
India for incoming foreigners. 

Such instances, in Roy’s opinion, have been so commot 

that now half of the Indian population lives “side-by-side will 

spirits of the netherworld, the poltergeists of dead rivers, bald 
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poo aiPeS, and demuded forests: the ghesry 
debt-riddijen 


who have killed themselves. anc . Per 
pave been impoverished and dispossessed 10 make id mm 
ip. 7 7 
Gash Up ¥5- Trickledown 

acm iw: inequality and concentration of 
yiso leads to concentration of institutional OF political wees a 
jn nam causes even Breaker concentration of wealth/pow . oe 
what she referred to as the "Gush-Up” effect pi — 

. : IMS 10 this 

effect, “the more you have, the more you can have” (p, $) 
Speaking of this effect, Roy made a strong case against the common 
concept called “the Trickle-down” effees whereby the benefits or 
profits of the wealthy trickle down to everyone else in a society. She 
argues, “Clearly, Trickle-down hadn't worked” in India or any other 
capitalist state. 

Instead, for years and decades, the richest have found ways 
to become a part of policy/decision making so that they can exploit 
poor for their own materialistic gains. As “Gusi-Lip" effect enables 
wealth concentrate into the hands of the billionaires, “vidal waves of 
money crash through the institutions of democracy = the courts. 
parliament — as well as the media, seriously compromising their 
ability to function in the ways they are meant to” (p. 11). In other 
words, governments in modern capitalist societies are nothing but 
partially functioning entities controlled by large corporations 


through moriey and other forms of bribery. 


Corporate Philanthropy: a Misnomer 
Roy notes that in India, lands of millions of people 


handed over to MNCs (multinational corporations) or other private 
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the name of “public interest”. Aj, these 


ions in 
er ), chemical hubs, dams, berrage, 


(Special Economic Zones 

highways are constructed bulldozing countless colonies 204 my % 
raises & VORCE. Unfortunately, in her words, “rhe SAnctity pring 
property never applies to the poor” (p. 10), 

The aforementioned corporate control is not Pestrictey a 
governments, Roy states. Local NGOs and activist groups are ay 
backed by big organizations in most cases. These NGO, . 
political movements take huge sums Of money to stay quie, OF the 
capitalist atrocities stated above. An example is given of Acta 
Hazare and his highly acclaimed anti-corruption movemen: White 
the movement spoke at length about “good governance ~ and burs 
rights, Roy states that it completely neglected the after-effects of 
capital accumulation. In fact, the Lokpal Bill advocated by Hazare 
paves way for “more privatization”, the writer argues. 

Another “philanthropic” effort by large corporations (apan 
from funding NGOs) is made in the form of scholarships and 
funding to students and educational institutions respectively. The 
writer states that this tendency to use arts and literature to sent 
personal interests has been copied from the West. 

mai 6 19505 the Rockefeller and Ford Foundations, 

_ several NGOs and international educational 


The author, j 
draws comparisons we analysis of modem capitalism. #!* 
“sn the old (US vs, USSR) and the 
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Cold War. 
ys. CD : wa -_ “WCOVETS the Cunning tans 
py buge Private OHBANIZALIONS 10 Prevent the sociniss 4 
south Attica and other USSR-occupied countties ty... me i 
spat the former would MOC have access 19 natura becuse it means 
yo run these Organizations, As the influence of the Sovies ne 
began to increase on the African National ¢ ion 
vadangered “US strategic and corporate ints, no) 
foie s StS (that is, gees 

io South Africa's minerals)”, the Rockfetler F “Aegon 

NC” ——— Mation lo 
spport the ee and soon .S0clalisn ij aie the 
ANC's agenda” (p. 28). 

Roy states that the same organizations are now using 
srategic analysts in India to “play up hostilities benween Indice and 
China (p. 33), $0 that India plays the same role in the ‘new cold 
war’ against China that Pakistan played as a U.S. ally in the ‘old 
cold war’ against USSR. However, India should learn from 
Pakistan's mistakes and avoid any such alliance. 

Kashmir: No Longer the Political Football 

Apart from capital accumulation, Roy states that another 
subject that has been vehemently neglected by Indian authors is that 
of Kashmir. Regrettably, those who speak of or write about the 
issue have to face the wrath of the Indian authorities, Roy cites the 
example of a US radio-journalist, David Barsamian, who was 
departed in 2011 because "he Aad reported on events jn Janmuunes cared 
Kashmir during his last visit to india” (p. 38) and was highly 
critical of the Indian state's policy in the region. Quite similar are 
the stories of numerous Indian journalists. writers and AOR 

: s s 
who committed the simple crime of telfing the truth. Kashmir i 


POUIERS required 


105 


Scanned by CamScanner 


Captaksm 
the process of being isolated, aut ef rom ie ONE ere ty 
concentric rings of border patrols—in Delhi az well ax Srinap.,. 


(p. 38), 
Criticizing the Indian state further, Roy asserts yp,, te 


military occupation should not be confused with Indian Victory 
all, as “ordinary people armed with nothing but their fury hon 
risen up against the Indian security forces” (p. 44). Kashmiris have 
seen “the full majesty of Indian democracy at work” (p. St) ang. 
other faction of people in India knows more of this illusion thay 
Kashmiris. They have been a witness to Kashmir's unjust Usage by 
Indian politicos for decades to redirect frustration of Indian midg)., 
class from the growing inequality to the good old “battle benvoe, 
an inclusive secular democracy and radical Islamists” (p. $3). Thi, 
old political football, however, will not be controlled easily now 
and an effective change in policies is required to avoid any seriou 
trouble in the future. 


Reference: Roy, A. (2014). Capitalism: A Ghast Story. Haymarket Books 
Chicago, [lionés. [Kindle Version] 
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Pakistan: A Hard Country 
By Anatol Lieven 


About the Author 
Anatol Lieven is an author, researcher, policy maker and an 
gerd winning journalist. His articles have been published in 
severe! prestigious publications such as the Guardian, The Nation 
and The Financial Times. He has written several books, some of 
utich include Chechnya: Tombstone of Russian Power, America 
Right or Wrong and Pakistan: A Hard Country. Currently, he is 
ée Chair of International Relations and Terrorism Studies at King's 
College, London, 
Overview | 
Pakistan is, and has been for a long time, portrayed in the 
Western media as a militant country where terror reigns supeeme, 
While only a fraction of that portrayal might be true, Lieven’s book 
sheds light on the factors that make Pakistan seem that way. 
Primarily focusing on the rise of Taliban, Lieven addresses the 
issues of feudalism, religion, the military and Pakistan's oncoming 
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ecological crisis. He ultimately comes to the CONC IUSio”, they : 
anistan may seer 1ike 2 nearly failed state, # is moe gq ah 
‘aia ao paradox —its dysfunctions keep it cohesive ber wt, . 
smoothly running. Lieven also states that given the CUrreny 
Pakistan {Lieven’s book came out a month Before USA... 
Osama Bin Laden "s compound in Abottabad), it would be Wig 
the USA to keep interfering within the state as i may dire 
challenge the state's sovereignty and spark & crisis tha Paki 


may never be able to recover from. 
Five Takeaways 


“ 


Pakistan is not a Failed State 
While Lieven’s book is a thorough and objective rendering 
of Pakistan's failed potitical system, perpetually stapperin 
economy, patriarchal institutions that make life foe Women 
increasingly difficult and much more, it also has a note of hope in 
there. 
Pakistan is divided. disorganized, econoenically 
backward, corrupt, violent, unjust, often savagely 
oppressive towards the poor and women, and home to 
extremely dangerous forms of extremism and terroiam 
~ “and yet it moves’, and is ip fhany Ways Surprisingly 
tough and resilient as a state and a society. it is also not 
quite as unequal as it looks from outside, [...) The 
National Finance Commission Award of 2010, [...] 
Gemonstrated that Pakistani democracy, the Pakistani 
political process and Pakistani federalism retain a 
measure of vitality, Mexibility and the ability to 
compromise. Nowe of these (ings is characteristic of 
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fghani 
the Congo.” (Lieven, p. 20) +onistan og 


army as the Saviour 

Given — history with riots, coups, aor 
conflicts, the Taliban and the overall failure of democracy, it js 

, 2, 1 safe 

w say that the army is the only functional institution left in Pakistan 
So much so that "Civilian governments themselves have pe 
asted the military to step into aspects of government, becante of 
its greater efficiency and honesty” (p. 172). This may be attributed 
to the fact that whenever politicians make a mess or whenever there 
is a crisis in the country (the case of Laal Masjid being an example), 
the army swoops in and saves the day. Another example is that of 
notorious 2009 floods, which ravaged cemain areas of Pakistan, 
Army was again put in charge for "relief and reconstruction in Swat 
and elsewhere” (p. 173). Additionally, Lieven states that the 
Pakistani army is not driven by outsider forces such as the “allies” 
to keep the state running, but rather to pet it bluntly, by its antipathy 
aed hatred towards India. 
ISI, Military, India and Kashmir 

The author suggests that Pakistani military has only one 
tragic flaw: its obsession with Kashmir’s liberation from Indian 
amed forces. The obsession is of course shared with Pakistani 
Politicians as well as general public, which see Jihad im Kashmar as 
tmtirely legitimate. Pakistan army's blood feud with India has been 
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there from the beginning. They are willing to Go anything 1, Fgh 
Indian armed forces, however futile that Fight may be: as long 
is against India, it makes sense to Pakistan. One example Of tia: 
be Siachin war, which the author describes as: “possibly the p,. 
strategically pointless fight in the entire history of humen 
conflict” (p. 192). 
Commenting on the Soviet-Afghan war and the role yg, 
played, Lieven argues that when Soviets were defeatey 
Afghanistan, |S! deemed it as its victory. Huge amount of Money 
from U.S and Saudi Arabia allowed 1S! to build a strong base. Afier 
Soviet withdrawal, [SI thought they could liberate Kashmir through 
same modus operandi. ignoring the geo-strategic differences. This 
was only going to end in a disaster. Despite [SI's efforts, as they 
claim, the Jihadi groups prepared by the agency did not follow the 
instructions and started attacking India outside Kashmir as well 
Moreover, this operation was not meant to liberate Kashmir but 
annex it with Pakistan. “The IS!’s Kashmir Strategy reflected the 
longstanding Pakistani strategy of promoting Kashmiri 
accession to Pakistan, and not Kashmiri independence” (p. 195). 
Pakistan is not Going to be Taken Over by Islamist Insurgents 
Lieven argues that “support for Islamist rebellion against 
the Pakistani state is so far present only in the Pathan areas, and in 
only some of them — in other words, less than 5 per cent of the 
population” (p, 20). Therefore, to call it a mass support would be 2 
hideous generalization and, perhaps, an oversimplified view of the 
Station. Far from supporting any Islamic uprising against the state 
Pakistanis do not even SUPPOrt the “gradualist” Islamic political 
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08 in large numbers. The “only muy Maton! Islomics 
; to win Only 5 percent of the elon, . 
While there is no complete deniai : wa. 
tamist ideo! . - "PGArCINg the existence 
of exreme - akIstan, itis the Sufi ideology tha 
., dominant in the region. The Sufi tenet apart from ; 

: Spreading the 
oxssage of peacealso symbolically resists Taliban's mayhem. «/_) 
stich underpin them, are an immense obstacle 10 the spread of 
foihon and sectarian extremism. and of Islamist politics 
general” (p- 149). 

A central point of Lieven’s book is that Pakistan is not g 
country on the brink of destruction; it is not going to be taken over 
by islamic insurgents any time soon unless instigated by the USA 
He strengthens his amti-interference argument by saving, 

Nonetheless, tough they are; and unless the USA, India, 

or both together invade Pakistan and thereby precipitate 

ias disintegration, the likelihood is that the country will 

hold together, and that if it eventually collapses, @ will 

be not Islamist extremism but climate change - = 

especially grim threat in the whole of Sosth Asia ~ 

that finishes it off. (p. 20) —_ 

Lieven further explains the security situation of Pakistant 
suclear arsenals and states that even though Islamic extre =" 
present in the underbelly, sporting rifles are not going 10 take over 
Pakistan's nuclear arsenal any time soon. 
Baloch Insurgency Post 2000 

, : i 

Mesherafs takeover wes a vermning point for the COMMS 


number of 
many ways, but more so for Balochistan. He started @ 
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pakistan: A Hard Country 

bought B 
projects in the ee cas of ay “ 
ies own terms. Balochis — 
they felt completely left out. They aj... we. 
narraf-initioned projects = ® plot for Punjabi migra,” 
ee eternal endeavor 10 keep the dian, 
Palechs ot Singer. The Baloch people, Wherefore, rep, 
initiating a clash with the Pakistani military. Among othe, thing 
and lack of dialogue were main reason, »,. the 
ae As the author notes, “Much of the Pakistan, tie 
however, does not see rebellion simply as another form Of legit 
political pressure, and this has led to what one might cai 5. 
lings” (p. 378). Bugti's killing further widened q, “s 
between the military and Baloch rebels. There have been mamber 
terced d ances and killings of Balochi rebels at the hands. 
Pakistani military. The situation has reached a frustrating impaye 

and without negotiations, the solution seems impossible. 


Reference: Lieven, A (2012). Pakistan: @ hard country New York Pulk 
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qaertoas Poeeign Policy and its Thinkers 
Wy Pert Anderson 


About the Author 

Pony Anderson ts a British historian, particularly interested 
. gapectaal Diswory. He has been the editor of New Left Review 
ge teensy yours and still contributes frequently to this bimonshty 
ounai. Me bas produced some of the most valuable books on 
suey ixhading The New Old World, The Incian fedeoloyy and 
renages from Antiquity to Feudalism. Anderson is curently » 
soieser of hisory and sociology at University of California, Los 


ips. 
Overview 


Perry Anderson undertakes rigorous research to document 
teurical analysis of American foreign policy aed its thinkers, From 
tomerth to Obama, how America sustained plotal capital ane 
npandes its domninance all aver the world is the conten! patent of the 
Wh There are detmited necounis of significant events whieh 


Ht the phikerophical urvterpirwings of Ariwetienn fiewipn julie 
TL 
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Amencan Foreign Policy and tts Think ey, 
Anderson also highlights the major role and psyche of y,, very 


who shape these policies. 
Thirteen Takeaways 


Prewar lsolationist Nationalism and Postwar Expansion: 
Before the outbreak of World War fl, Us foung 
treading two entirely different ideological trajectories. isofatic. 
nationalism and global expansionism. The former was 
laymen farmers and others alike, while the latter was emMbracey 
bankers and corporates. Thomas Jefferson, Jolin Adams and 
founding fathers of America had expansionist thetoric up 
Siceves too, but until the time of Roosevelt, America Only 
sketchy notions of such ventures. After the World War iy 

confusion vanished and America’s goal of sustaining global 
liberal economy and free trade — hitherto somewhat trammeley 
was free from any ideological hindrance. America, at that time 


order to come. As the author Puts it, “Moscow's exact rote 
NEIY Was @ Secondary preoccupation” (Anderson, p. 20). 
Security, Containment or Hegemony? 

Duri 
ae ring the cold war years, America legitimized @ 
% ARIE under the garb of Security. Anderson writes: “Whe 

; . 
y secured ~ that is, expanded ~ against the sotalitar® 
reat of Communism was 
American liberty “(p. 


a free world in the imaxe 
25). Essential threat was that the enemy 
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qciing in accordance with the US" ¢; 1 
of”. communism. In their om: stead, they wer 
others were not Tscussions, 
nag 2008 Breat fans Of demoe 
mm to legitimize their imneriat: acy, buy 
car facades F imperialist poli. 


165 for the woelg 


satin Be broad spectrum of America’s global g fief me 
she 1900's, much of the intellectual world had changed and they 
were rother skeptical of cold war policies. What was called secerty 
sed containment in reality was global hegemony. 9/11, much face 
te stack on Pearl Harbor, gave America another oppor ny we 
exercise its global Gominance. From Roosevelt to Obama, every 
president called their interventionist ventures as “divinely granted 
responsibility” to be a loadstar for the world Such rhetoric was 
gsed to legitimize and justify the imperium. 

Strategie Balance or Imbalance? 

Anderson describes “fear and power™ (not the “Soviet 
pressure”), humanitarian impulses and British influence as key 
factces that shaped American policies. He argues that states do not 
want 3 balance of power - an equilibrium ~ but a balance that is “in 
their fover™. and that was the comerstone of America’s global 
when they claimed to in the 70s. America always had 2 strategie 
preponderance. They were well ahead in arms race, had military 
bases all over the world had a far better economy. On international 
wena, this ideological war was portrayed as liberal Gemoceas? 
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American Fore" } 
haearian regimes that demand unconditional subse,,, 
versus lola ‘9 its vocabulary, they had Soph; ? 
very clever i 
America 35 and liberal dem 
lism: free trade Ocracy, 

Liberal Militant be : 

; was largely responsible for catapulting y,. Has 

| Mi ; in Iraq. CIA assisted Saddan, and 4, 

them “pinning down franian revolution in protracte on 
helped - (p. $8). But as Iraq seized Kuwait and decidey Pot », 
allow any foreign oil companies to operate on its oi] fields. Americ, 
decided to give an emphatic response, Operation Desert §)... 
bombardment and restored Sabah dynasty. There were MO domes. 
repercussions cither, unlike the case of Vietnam War. Anderson, 
through this instance, points out America’s cunning diplomacy any 
their way of handling dissent They supported Baath regime as long 
a il was cutting their mustard and ousted it immediately when i 
Was mOt acti * polici 
: Mang On Gisponal of US policies. They later invaded 

Phanistan in the name of Global War on Terror (GWOT), and the 
) 

world knows thar oi] and other 
aoe ) resources are collateral attractions 

these interventions 
Ninoe's Policies 

Nixon surprised 


for “Privileged relations ¥** 
“sisted Chilean military © 
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the Allende regime in Sou) mest 
ished Arab nationalism ~ - After m 
ey demo embodied by mith, 
" Unanimously, US had become ; ers Fepime~ 
e 9 Re diplomatic 
East. PRStEr of 
pad to Cold War 
After years of arms race, Strategic 
i¢ maneuvers, the cold war ulyj 


ro stone unturned in its Quest to outsmart Ls 
wa by assisting Zia’s Mujahedeen - who were 
Crameism ~ with billions of dollars and al kinds of upemn rt 
saul was hat by December 1991, there wis no USSR on the or 
map, with America gaining more buoyancy, "as 
Obama's First Term: Four Years of Annihilation 
NAN & Gemocratic president taking over in 2009, many 
sins expected a change, but to their dismay nothing changed 
garding America’s imperialist policy. Obama administration not 
only retained the same old staff as hired by the Republicans vis-a- 
vis the “war on terror’ but also took wars in Iraq and Afghanistan to 
"ew heights. In the author's words: 
Before emtering the Senare, Obama had opposed the war 
@ Iraq: in the Senate, he voled $360 billion for it 
1 esling forthe presidency, he ceiicied the war in 
name of another one... Within & year of taking 
Ofce, US woops had been doubled to 100,000 and 
Forces operations increased sixfold, in a bid to 


SR and started a proxy 


“17 


Scanned by CamScanner 


Foreagn Policy and Its Thinkers » 


repens tee milry success in lrag, where O8ems hag 

merely to stick to his progecessor’s SCNOGUIC For 
withdrawal. (p. 67) 

wronistan, however, proved 19 BE wholly difereny g 
iraq owing 1 its larger size, guerilla-favouring terraj, 
diminished support from the locals. Frustrated with the difficyy, 
in Afghanistan, Obama administration tumed to Pakistan tai 
significantly increased the frequency of drome strikes jn Nort 
Waziristan, killing hundreds of women and children along wig, . 
handful of militants, Obama normalised the drone use and made ; 
“the weapon of choice for the White House” (p. 67). As Andersen 
puts it: 

Assassinations by drome, initiated under his predecessoy, 

became the Nobel laureate’s trademark. In his first term, 

Obama ordered one such execution every four days— 

over ten times the rate under Bush. (p. 67-68) 

Meanwhile, in Libya, Qaddafi was facing growing uprising 
against his military regime. Because he was not from one of th 
friendly regimes in the region and because there were grounds for 
“Awmanitarian intervention”, Obama administration “launched 
missile and air attacks on Libya without congressional 
authorization” (p. 68). eventually deposing Qaddafi through 
Operation Odyssey Dawn. 
se teeitiaee policy has always been shaped 
ais lh pedieeanie: te a ae Sag 
id heaabdhe exes Gene scien Tee 
0 its nuclear aspirations. ven i tora Of lanernationsl wade OF 

Though the irony that the ally state, Isr 
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i Syria and 4 
the Assad regime provided US wish sie he tising 
FeasOns 10 


mervene, €S ially when taken ; account Sve; 
ith is and Iran. ig = ee 
links ¥ ut because of decreased domestic 


t for “overseas adventures” and the danger of angering 
ia, US did not intervene directly but relied “instead on Oatar 


and Saudi Arabia to funnel weapons und fumds to them {the rebels), 
and Turkey and Jordan to host and organize them (p. 69), 
Obama's Second Term: Integration of the Developed World 
While the first term of Obama was marked with 
annihilation, the second term was about “integration of the 
developed world” (p. 71). To that end, Obama put forward Trans: 
Atlantic Free Trade Agreement to strengthen ties with Europe and 
Trans-Pacific Partnership to access the Japanese market that has 
long been protected by layers of barriers. While the Obama 
administration was busy waging wars in Middle East, “China was 
becoming the world's largest exporter (20/0) and greatest 
manufacturing economy (2012)” (p. 72). Fearing the Chinese 
ascent, the Obama administration started pivoting to Asia in order 
“to surround the PRC with a necklace of US allies and military 
installations” (p. 72). 
Obama's Legacy 
Obama's two terms might not have many positives for the 
world at large and the US citizens, but the era was certainly in line 
with the dictums of imperialism. From Middle East to South Asia 
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and from Europe t Australia, Obama administration sey the = 
for American empire 10 prosper. With no strong go 

the threat to the imperiay 


: and Iraq. 
sight in Syria. Egyp! 
US seems to have been dismantled. Even the apparen, defer, 


harti convoluted relations with [ran do not 
” an a Following the British legacy of mace . 


conquer’, US has done well in widening the schism Within 
Islamic world. By “backing Shi'a against Stanni in frag foamy 
Sunni against Shi'a in Syria” (p. 71), US has demonstrated i. 
making Shi'as pit against Sunnis serves its Own strategic interes, 
As for Russia, domestic opposition and economic troubles have pu 
the country in a position that its ability to influence the woe 
beyond its own borders is seriously questionable. All in all, “Cinijeg 
States comtinwes to have the Middle East largely to itself™ (p. 7), 
Obama's eight years in office have not only resulted ip 
multiple wars and killings but also drafted a template for ruthless 
counterinsurgency in the name of “war on terror’. He created “weer 
three new counterterrorism agencies” (p, 68), made drone wartwes 
norm. set the frequency of overt and covert operations really high 
and took surveillance to heights from which even the George 
Orwell's fictional setting (in his novel * 1984") would shy away. 
Foreign Policy Ideals 
| = ideological legacies, as per Kissinger, influence 
America’s thinking. Those are of Roosevelt and Wilson: the fies 
“emands a balance of power in the world; the seconds demands 4 


— 10 “put an end to arbitrary powers everywhere” (P- 
), Wilson. ~ although initially disregarded — eventually prevaile! 


H 
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Oe ne ee on hale 
in the Oval Office. Anderson mentions Kissinger’ words in 
4, pook who motes: © all Hs time, Wilson's princiotes hme 

the bedrock of American foreign policy thinking” (p. 79) 
1 architects of Hegemony, War, Insurgencies and pace 

Anderson debunks all the myths of George Kennan being a 
cery wise and sober thinker, Through multitude of examples, he 

Kennan and calls him ““wastable and excitable” (p. 24), 
grzezinski, Kissinger, Acheson, and all other architects of 
american foreign policy indulge in a bot of mutual respect, rather 
han a mutual critique. US gives them liberty to perform 
experiments on other countries, which almost serve as lab-rats for 
sem, without any fear of consequences. These policy makers are 
idealists. They do not foresee any consequences of the policies 
devised by them, which accounts for the unrest in Middle East, 
Afghanistan and various other regions. 
The Realists 

Anderson praises the realism and scholarship of Noam 
Chomsky, Bacevich and many others like them, They are like = 
voice in wildemess ~ people who defy grotesque madness and 
idealism through their work. Chomsky's critique of American 
foreign policy is privy to none. He brazenly criticizes America’s 
‘wterference in the matters of other countries. These are the kind of 
People who should lead the American think tank, but that would not 
serve the agenda of the empire that wants to continue expandsng ss 
power alll over the globe. 
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Anderson asserts 
j its own castle and has increased j,, 


situation 
rse of time, but it has 
0 dang 


dontinance manifold aver the cou 


Jot of good. ; 


both the particular imerests of the nation and ihe 

universal interests of humanity. Certainly, it needs 

adjasiment to the hour, and on occasion has been 

mishandled. But of its benefits to the world there can be 

no serious question. (p. 108) 

None the ess, there is no argument over the point thy 4, 
US foreign policy is in need of serious repair. From prey 
assassinations through drones and other means tp fierce 
interventions in other countries’ affairs and from “wniversy 
surveillance” to cyber-warfare, United States ought to bring majge 
adjustments to various policy areas. It is only after considerable 
repair and adjustment that the world would see US as the justified 
lodestar, 


References: Anderson, Perry. American foreign policy and its thinkers. Vers, 
2017. Priet [Kindle Version] | 


122 


Scanned by CamScanner 


Acmng CSS 4 


16 


Capital in the Twenty-First Century 
By Thomas Pikeity 


About the Author 
Thomas Piketty is an economist of French origin whose 
works mostly pertain to income and wealth inequality. Apart from 
being the author of the international best-seller Capital in the 
Twenty-First Century, be has written several other books including 
The Economics of Inequality. Chronicles and Why Save the 
Banters?. At present, he is a Centennial Professor at London 
School of Economics’ International Inequalities Institute and an 
associate chair at Parts School of Economics. 
Overview 
Capital in the Twenty-First Century establishes that 
concentration of wealth in a few hands — income inequality in other 
words ~ is neither a recent development nor an abnormality in the 
regular global economic environment. In order to prove his posnt, 
the French author amassed a huge amount of data going beck 
decades and centuries into European and American history. His 
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Capital in the Twenty-First Cs 
research depicted the evolution of inequality from the bexinn, 
industrial revolution and proved that the European soc} ety af 
and 19th century was not only unequal but socially Unjust. mh 
the ongoing industrial revolution. He stated that it was noy vee < 
chaos of the two world wars and the Great Depression y,, 
pariern disrupted. America, on the other hand, the writer chain, Re 
far less inegalitarian in the beginning of nineteenth cent | 
primarily because the US economists of the time, such as With | 


King, did not want the New World to follow the footstens o¢ «| 
Europe. So, the “fear of growing to resemble Europe Was part oy 
the reason why the United States in 1910-1920 Ploneered a yey, 
progressive estate tax on large fortunes” (Piketty, p. 247) 

However, the “perceptions of inequality, redistribution 
and national identity changed a great deal over the course of the 
twentieth century", as US today is far more inegalitarian than the 
U.K. of other Anglo-Saxon countries. In sum, the book is an attempe 
by the author to place the question of distribution back at the heart 
of socio-economic analysis. In his words, 

What was the good of industrial development, what was 

the good of all the technological innovations, toil, and 

Population movements if, after half a century of 

industrial growth, the condition of the masses was still 

a8 pratt ers and all lawmakers could do 

t : 
Sieh op 3) nt OY Shilton under the age of 


Three Takeawa 
ys 
Wealth Accumulation at the Top 


One of a 
bs tects Ne Breatest insights provided by Pikety in his bo 
t accumulation of wealth at the top. Before Pikel 
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Atkinson and Emmanuel S32. no one had ta 
Me of inequality im such detail, And even iy td about the 
alll ighted the top | percena” some did, they 
vet hight - Uribution tw this problem, 
mere OP: jt came a5 & huge revelation when Pikeny and im 

pointed out the ever-rising incomes of 
colle the top } and 0.) 


pares income ofthese 10 top percentiles is presented in 

u-shaped curve in the book, extending from the beginning of 
son comury till now. The arc shows that before the First World 
war, the top one percent received 20 percent of the total income 
gamed by both Britain and America. By 1950, this share had 
decreased 10 10 percent, thus, lowering the rate of inequality. From 
1950 till 1980, this level of income inequality was stable. However, 
sag onwards, the incomes of one percent have again surged 
drastically all over the world. In the US, they are back to where they 
were exactly about @ century ago. In Piketty’s words: 


The complex and contradictory relation to inequalsty 
largely persists in the United States to this day: on the 


one hand this is a country of egalitarian peomise, a land 
of opportunity for millions of immigrants of modest 
background: om the other hand it is a land of extremely 
brutal inequality, (p. 117) 


Earned vs. Capital Income 
Another important revelation that makes Piketty's work of 


most significance is his emphasis on income generated through 

wealth/assets/capital instead of the salaried income. He shows that 

even today unequal wealth or ownership of assets, insicad of 

unequal pay, is the key driver of income disparities just like it was 
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neveemh cemury ~ also known a5 Europe, 
greater than the earned income Unde, 


hack in the ni 
Epoque or America 
on (inherited) wealth is 


t capitalist system. 
= in short, “...aunder such conditions, it is almosy he 


shar inherited wealth will dominate wealth amassed 6. 
lifetime's labor by a wide margin, and the concentration of 
will attain extremely high levels” (p. 25). Piketty uses 
history to depict a constant race between capital accumulation 
income growth and shows that as long as the former is ahead of 
latter, economic gap will not only exist but widen with time, 
Policy Lessons to Regulate Capital in the 21st Century 
Piketty concludes his book by providing policy reforms 
deems will help the human race in terms of economic inequality, 
sketches out a “social state" that, he believes, not only focusses om 
redistribution through pensions and healthcare but also 
adequate tax rates on wealth. 
The right solution is a progressive annual tax on capital. 
This will make it possible to avoid an endless 
inegalitarian spiral while preserving competition and 
racentives for new instances of primitive accumulation. 
(p. 399) 

He supports this economic reform by comparing it with the 
overt use of inflation as a means to reduce inequality over the yea 
When it comes to decreasing inequalities of wealth for 
Bood or reducing unusually high levels of public debt, a 
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ive tax on capital is generail 

inflation. (p. 382) rane We 

in other words, brsieck logic for thie ii 

:' © raer Semple, He stuns thet inneag of 
edisituting, wealth through taxation on income as done.for mos 
ofdre 2oth century, taxes in the 21st century should be imposed oe 
je accumulated wealth or capital. 

A tax on capital would be a less violent and more 

efficiemt respomse to the eternal problem of private 

capital and ils return. A progressive levy on individwal 

wealth would reassert control over capitalism in the 

name of the gencral interest while relying on the forces 

of private property and competition. Eack type of capital 

would be taxed in the same way, with mo discrimination 

a priori, im keeping with the principle that investors are 

generally im a bester position than the government to 

decide what to invest in. (p. 371) 

Through this reform, Piketty challenges the most prevalent 
belief that mild distribution through welfare services is social 
justice. He demonstrates through sufficient historical data that such 
1 kow-spirited approach towards distribution can only achieve rising 
income and social gap. Democratic institutions today do so less in 
addressing the problem that a fundamental question is bound to 
wise: “can we imagine political institutions that might regulate 
today's global patrimonial capitalism justly as well as efficiently?” 
(p.330) 

The writer calls for another revolution consisting of 80% 
x on high income eamers, 15% tax on capital and complete 
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posed by existing global capitay,,,.. 


nid) Cagrtat in thee Jin Century Warvarg Lei 


Reference. Piety. T. a 


Press. [Kindle Version| 
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phe Struggle for Pakistan: A Muslim Homelang 
and Global Politics 
By Ayesha Jala] 


About the Author 
Ayesha Jalal is a renowned historian, currently serving as a 
professor of history af Tufts University. Having received her 
doctorate from the Cambridge University, she was also appointed 2s 
3 fellow worker at the Woodrow Wilson Center. Her works are 

mostly related to the history of South Asia. — 

Overview 

Rarely anyone believed in the continued existence of 
Pakistan at the time of its inception. ft was ordinarily thought of as a 
state which would soon come back to the fold, Not surprisingly. it 
was Loed Mountbatten who proverbially remarked Pakistan as a 
sale being “put up as a tent”. This book presents a chronicle of 
tuggle for Pakistan and how, in the words of author, “...te 
Proverbial remt has (been) metaphorically transformed info a 
Brawling military barrack", The book delineates the storyline of 
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itary coups and political anarchY eas tek 
- : . Bestowing an 
coinciding with influential global even’ Teh, 

of the destrcion prougne upon BY the SALE of py, 

accoun 
seeif. this books delves sano ideological GEPOS DY Analyzing 
— aims fo reinforce bei 


cansiructed mavional myths 
Five Takeaways 


Creation of Pakistan and the Subsequent Nationa} Ident 


Crisis 
Many have put forth theories as to why and when Pai. 


came into being. However, such @ creation = division — op . 
enormous scale can hardly have a unified cause of its founda, 
Theories suggesting the birth of Pakistan's ideology ~ TaMging fon 
Arab invasion in 712 CE to the 1857 revolt and from Sir Sayysy, 
“Two Nation” to the All-India Muslim League's genesis — by, 
been around the scholastic environment of the country ever since» 
birth in 1947, This “unresolved debate on how to square the sa; 
self- proclaimed Islamic identity with the obligations of a moden 
nation- state” (Jalal, p. 12) has led to a national identity crisis. 
Events such as the Lucknow Pact 1916, the Omenw 
Caliphate crisis in 1920 and the subsequent Non-Coogertit 
Movement by Gandhi, various constitutional reforms and pole 
elections, global politics and the ‘Lahore Resolution’ 1940, 10 = 
a few, have all been key drivers of the Pakistan movement. De? 
the pees of the movement — Jinnah — aT it clear at — 
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pgious apposition fo the congress" (p. 26), 


. : 
-_ ve cower to the Pakistan ideology. = sian 
ce” paying no heed to such conviction, Pakistan 


500M became 
ine eet of religious sentiments, The sutho, ently 


. : 5 06 TE Weer Nae te Stele meters of nei, 
aed a of the state— democratic op authoritarian, 
eestor or Islamic (p. 55). 
joarney from Elected to Non-Elected Institutions 
The institution of military in Pakistan became the moc 
dominant one in the least amount of time. Keeping in mind the 
isitiad problems of the newly-born state, the “authoritarian 
mappings af the colonial state” it inherited and the inability of 
political leadership (especially after the death of Jinnah and Liagat 
Ali Khan) to sustain the political and economic conditions of 
Pakistan, it is reasonable to argue that the “wmilitary-bureaweratic” 
nexus had the ideal environment to dominate the state. The pace 
further accelerated by the™...regional rivalry with India and the 
international imperatives of Cold War politics” (p. 61). 
Accumulatively, all this led to a form of government which, in the 
mithor’s view, “...was as close to a military. bureaucratic 
conception of a presidential system of government” (p. 95). 
The first martial law was imposed in Pakistan in October 
1958. It marked the start of a transition (from elected to non-elected 
institutions) that “was to endure for decades to come” (p. 99). At 
the time the military coup was executed, there were al 
Teactions of the public towards it: the middle-class regretted the 
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(p. 100) and those who were eee ey 
predictions of army becoming corrupted. Although the new ».. 
ntroduced several economic reforms, there were Numerous 
developments, of lack thercof, that made the democrags Ting 
eyebrows. Implementation of the Basic Democracies Order jn joc, 
was one such development that, according '0 the author, wa; . 
Alotamt attempt at institutionalizing bureaucratic Control ove th 
political process” (p. 105) This was then followed by 4 
Constitution of 1962, which was “denounced... as undemocrares 
(p. 108) by the opposition as soon as the martial law was uplifies 
Then there were issues regarding Pakistan's foreign policy thy 
perplexed many, The opposition against Ayub grew exponentially 
when too much dependence on America, during the 1965 war 
exposed “...the weaknesses and incoherence in the Patisiad 
Army's command and execution skills“ (p, 124). Opposing sucka 
stance on foreign policy, Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto argued in favor of # 
more “independent foreign policy (that was) consistent wit 
(Pakistan's) sovereignty” (p. 110). Moreover, grievances of te 
Eastem Wing remained unaddressed; the Western counterp# 
became urbanized and East Pakistan “was left out in the colt” 
(p. 113). 
All of the afore-stated political and economic prove 
Converged and became a focal point for public opposition 0% 
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Khan's dictatorship. Soon after Ayub’; 


aiya Khan who became the new sche 1 
“to have abrogated the CONStitution, Law 
general elections were announced to be held in nee 
. But the worsened political ang economic ay 
of General elections, unaddressed grievances $ iee 
pakistan and the consequent war with India in 197) led to the 
jon of Pakistan, which the author pln iiees 
veonershed of 1971" (p. 142), 
From Bhutto to Zia 
The responsibility of “picking up the pleces of 
of Zulfikar Ali Bhutto” (p. 177). Bhutto was bent upon transforming 
dustrial and agricultural sectors along with introducing 
administrative, military, and foreign policy reforms. Such reforms 
were, however, short-lived. Soon enough Bhutto found himself 
amidst an array of opponents including the armed revolt in 
Balochistan, “against the backdrop” of which “she religious right 
found its moment of glory” (p. 203). Ultimately, the political 
conflicts paved way towards “third military intervention™ which 
was about to “herald unparalleled changes in the political amd 
ideological profile” (p. 217) of Pakistan. The era of ‘Islamization' 
under Zia-ul-Haq started and with it came such ideological and 
military developments that would continue to haunt the country for 


ond, it was ¥ 


might were the twin 
building his new order” (p. 217). It was his bel 
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The Strmpgie for Pokiston 
only force that could safeguard igs ese a 'deologie, 
frontiers. The “self-strled vice-regent dics cre acte MyTigg 
of laws. most “egregious” of which were the las (B. 224) 


Democracy Changing Hands 
tt was only after the death of Zia-ul-Haq thar he 


“democracy reinstated” itself in Pakistan, but Could NOt take roo. 
Both of the elected premiers (Benazir Bhutoo and Nawaz Sharp 
and their assemblies “had been sent packing on identical charge, 
corruption, nepotism, and maladministration” (p. 277). 
The People’s Party, under the leadership of Benazir Bhuny, 
gained the majority of votes in the general elections held afier 4. 
death of Zia and formed the cabinet in 1988. However, just af. 
two years, on charges of “wicomscionable corruption ay 
maladministration” (p. 271), she was “dumped” by President Ishaq 
Khan. It was then Muslim League Nawaz, under the premiership of 
- Nawaz Sharif, which formed the government. But soon Nawaz 
found “himself in a withering struggle with Ishaq Khan over the 
appointment of next army chief" (p. 277). Similar to what Ishaq had 
resorted to during the government of Benazir, he dumped Sharif 
also. But this time the Supreme Court of Pakistan ruled in favosr 
“of Sharif's petition challenging his dismissal and the dissolution 
the parliament” (p, 278). The rivalry between Sharif and Ishaq 1 
is fate only when, under the terms set by army chief, both resigne! 
Subsequently, in the elections of 1993, “Benazir's return 
Power was a forgone conclusion” (p. 279). To her dismay, and 
bi heed eee erie, Benazt Bhuto’s goverment 
| me in 1996. Commenting upon the electio® 
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oe wn 9 sr ee, a 
ting turns footing the public exchegwer sha tii, ‘ee 
jowest ever turnouts, with estimates he des TONS Sow 
so 35 percent” (9. 292). For the secnns ian 
,; time, Naw 
sesit's Pakistan Muslin League-Nawaz (PML-N) party won w, 
majority of votes. TWo constitutions! amendments (13% ang 144) 
were passed 10 Prevent an OUST, “siving the prime sy 
srerazmmeled! powers over the executive and the Parliamens” (0, 
297). But this time, it was neither the executive nor the Partiam om 
which overthrew Sharif, rather it was General Pervez Must fr 
selected by Sharif himself and the “appointment (of whom} entailed 
seperseding three officers” (p. 302}—who imposed martial law. 
The decade of democracy ended and dictatorship unfolded again. 
The Musharraf era also coincided with enhanced military 
cooperation with United States. The justification Musharraf laid for 
“supporting America’s ill-phrased ‘War on Terror’” (p.323) was 
Pakistan being always “first”. Soon it tumed out, it was 
“Musharraf First— prolonging his stay in power™ (p.323), 
Strengthening the Parliament 
Democracy, once again, saw itself in the halls of parliamem 
when “..ome of the most vilified individuals [Asif Ali Zardari] in 
the country had assumed presidential office” (p- 352) with a 
comfortable jority in 2008 general elections. To their dismay, 
Pakistani citizens found themselves drenched deep in the evils of 
extremism, economic slump, acute energy Shortages o 
govemance, ostensible civil-military strife and judicial 0: att 
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cert is journey vowsard 0 partiamentary fOr CT BOVE 4, 
val of the Eighteenth Amendment j,, . 
the unanimous appre i 


Although, the Zardari-led government faced ins 

challenges (floods during 2010, cas¢> of killing for 

charges, “anarchic violence” 'n Karachi. drone attack, Ki 

insurgency in FATA and Pakistan's “First Judicial Coup. : 
ents at the cente 

367)), but the “the elected govern” s ce r and & 


provinces completed their constitutional terms Without a judd i 


military imervention™ (p. 371). 


Reference: Jabal, A. (2014). The struggle for Pakistan A Muslin homeland 
global poluucs Harvard University Press. 
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Men Explain Things to Me 
By Rebecea Solnit 


About the Author 

Rebecca Solnit is a human rights activist, a historian, an 
unapologetic feminist and an acclaimed and award winning author. 
She has written fifteen books which address the issues of politics, 
environment, art and culture, gender equality and more, Some of her 
works include Wanderlust: A History of Watking, A Paradise Built 
in Hell: The Extraordinary Communities that Arise in Disaster and 
Men Explain Things to Me. She is currently working as a 
contributing editor of Harper's. 

Overview 

While some may call this book feminist propaganda 
literature, Men Explain Things to Me is an wnsparing and satirical 
take on the casual misogyny faced by wotven every day. This book 
is 8 collection of essays that address everything from mansplaining 
(men condescendingly explaining things to women which women 
already know) to toxic masculinity, rape statistics and denying 
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Men Explain Thangs to Me 


. Usi 
women the right to exist as separate nite Hasan, 7" 
the injustices § fac by 
cornerstone, Soins portre) ses *Om, 
Migh / 


throughout the world, quoti 
: istan) with sharp, : 
Delhi) and Malala Yousafzai (Pakistan ap SUC ING my 


hard-hitting words. 
Citing her own experiences, she pes Gnas he fact that, 


expertise of women in a particular area can be easily dism: 
because of just being women, signifying that how itelligesee 
adroltness and excellence are perceived to be belonging 10 me 


only. 
Two Takeaways 


Countering Mansplaining is a Daily Battle 

Solnit, a prolific author and an overall successful person 
has herself faced several instances where men have tried to belitt\. 
her by patronizingly explaining things to her she already know; 
She also construes that this goes beyond the confines of everydy, 
conversation. Men find themselves entitled to their opinion 
wherever they please; however, the same liberty does not extend 
itself to women. 

it's the presumption that makes it hard, at times, for any 

woman in any field; that keeps women from speaking 

vp and from being heard when they dare; that crushes 

young women into silence by indicating, the way 

harassment on the street does, that this is not thei 

world. (Solnit, p. 7) 

Reng discourse is reminiscent of Deborah Tanne! 
work: of 

these women state that where men can say whalé'® 
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they wwarel and disparage whuever Whey wong (tesveall 
women have 1 very carelully select everything that 
theit mouths because the workd they 
patriarchal. 
oxic Masculinity and Power 
Throughout the book Solnit maintains thos rape and 
violence have litte to do with sex and more to do with power, 
«violence is first of all authoritarian. tt begins with this premise: 1 
have the right fo control you" (p. 17), It is a savage system of 
comrol whith enables the physical and emotional exploitation of 
women, Solnit cites statistics which reflect that women are abused 
and murdered by those close to them = who think they have power 
over them: blood relations, boyfriends and husbands. The need to 
control their female counterparts has been entrenched in the male 
psyche by the patriarchal institutionalization of toxic masculinity — 
a phenomenon that hurts both men and women in different ways: 
where it stops men from expressing their emotions and embracing 
their feminine side, it upends women's lives. 


¥ Wenn), 
HES dat of 
exist in is inherently 


Reference: Sotnit, R. (2014), Men Explain Things to Me. Haymarket Book 
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God Market: How Glo 
7 balization is Making 
India More Hindu 
By Meera Nanda 


About the Author 

Meera Nanda is US-based Indian author, philosopher and 
scientist. She has written several books that have irked Hindu 
nationalists, as she is widely known for critiquing Hindu 
nationalism in India. Some of her works include Prophets Facing 
Backward, Science in Saffron and The God Market, Having 
received two PhDs in the fields of science and philosophy, she is 
currently a teacher at Indian Institute of Science Education and 
Research, Mohali. 

Overview 

Nanda has been called a Muslim/Cheistian apologist, 
among myriad of other things by Hindu nationalists, maybe even 
rightly so because her book debunks the myth of secular India by 
stating that capitalist version of Hinduism is on the rise among all 
classes in India — elite, middle and lower. She starts out by defining 
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The God Market ' 
glodalizatnon. neo-liberalisen and secularization With respecy ie 
then explains in detail, WHR statistic.) 


meanings in India. She 
has turned India from a Secular stay 


hacking her, how globalizatron 
imo a stale that uses Hinduism to promote its economy and se 


goods while keeping up with the changing socio-political tide. She 

aiso states that in current India, the ag has — 10 do wit 

economics and more to do with the propagation of religiosity, 
Four Takeaways 


Inequality in Neo-tiberal India 
When people fall below the poverty line and most of 4, 


population lives on half # dollar income per day without any welfar. 
security system, they tend to find solace in religion. Such is the case 
in India. Over the years, the number of millionaires has rapidly 
increased in India. But at the same time, the poor have become 
extremely poor. Rich people's capacity to substantiate their 
economic position depends upon the downward economic spiral of 
the poor. While the number of millionaires is doubling with each 
passing year, “India is backsliding on the Human Development 
Index, or HDL which measures well-being along three 
dimensions of health, education, and income” (Nanda, p. 43). 
There are multiple reasons for the abovementioned scenario: high 
paid jobs are readily available to well-educated, fluent English 
speakers only, and there is a very tiny population privileged to get 
such jobs. Secondly, the land-grabbing business of the corporate 6 
resulting in colossal marginalization of the already poor. To make 
matters worse, the employer-employee relationship borders 0 
religious customs rather than legal grounds, So, poor are exploited 


142 


Scanned by CamScanner 


Acing CSs : 


the name of religion and they are 109 back wary 

underpinnings of corporate sector's hia 1p Uederstang 

Most of the benefits of globalization 80 to Hi; . | 

god Muslims suffer heavily, "Muslims in 1 iain * While Dalits 
yorse than ewen the Dalits. They are largely self om 
per cen of the entire Muslim population ha aoe 13 
or private PCa with barely 5 perceni of public a 
going 10 Muslims (p. 47). 
Hinduism on the Rise 

While an ay ” seen by outsiders as a secular state 
Nanda states that religiosity 1s on the rise now more than ever, She 
maintains that religion, with the increase in gentrification among the 
middie class, has now got a stronghold on the society, In such a 
scenario, Indians find it extremely hard to bifurcate science and 
mythology. Compromising scientific method and rationale, they 
believe that their conventional religious beliefs are based on 
genuine principals of science. “This kind of Vedie/Hindw scientism 
seems to have a wide appeal for those who consider themselves fo 
he educated and modern" (p. 70). This religiosity is somehow more 
radical and ardent than ever, taking over all aspects of ecomomy, 
politics and culture by catering to all socio-psychological needs of 
the Indian masses. 
The State-Temple—Corporate Trio 

Nanda states that due to the entrenchment of neo-liberalist 
sotions and religiosity in India. the state is now endorsing esis 
beliefs and practices, Government's spending on angers tourist 
and other such seemingly perfect and secular practices has 
skyrocketed over the past few years. Such a spending has been 
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The God Market 
ndu practices deep into the society ee 
corporate-Hinduisin Iti, "PI. than 
works to the advantage of Hinting. 
ndia to be secular, apart from 
has also ROW mandated religiosiny is 
education, making it extremely hard to wine aeimanee fron, 
same, or in this case, the temple from state. Nanda writes abou ij, 
bizarre partnership between state, religion and COmPOrate sector: “4, 
a | state has entered into a partnership with the privy, 
sector, @ cosy triangular relationship has emerged between iy 
state. the corporate sector, and the Hindu establishment” (p. 108) 
Entithement or Endowment? 
la modern day India, the line between science and religion 
is gets blurrier by the day. Nanda, through statistical evidence, 
shows that most of India’s Hindus believe that they are the bea 
nation in the world. Nanda says that they believe that somehow 
being Hindu makes them adaptable to the changing tends is 
technology and other aspects of globalization. This is the result of 
state's policy to intermingle religion and education in India. Eves 
the well-educated individuals think that they have some sort of 
inherent genetic preponderance that makes them superior to peopl 
who do not practice Hinduism. Nanda mentions: “A great st 
Computer professionals. important scientists and well-respect™ 
imellectuals have bought into this idea that Hinduism predispre 
acne aon ha ee 
anemia siete a How Globalization 3 
Press. 


ie 
(p. 109%). Far be it for | 


religious tourism. the state 
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imperialism in the Twenty-First Century: 
Globalization, Super-Exploitation, and 
Capitalism's Final Crisis 
By John Smith 


About the Author 
John Smith (PhD, University of Sheffield) ts a writer, 
cesearcher and an academic. In his earlier years. John Smith has 
held menial jobs such as being a bus driver and oil rig worker, 
nich is why he understands the plight of the working class so welll 


om * . 
tie is also an activist and has worked to promote solidarity among 


Latin American states. 
Overview 

imperiatism in the Twenty-First Century i 3 scathing 
commentary on the effects of neoliberalism on the global political 
cconomy. Smith uses statistical data and in depth research Ww 
explain how comlemporary capitalism 's wholly dependem on the 
exploitation of millions of destitute workers in cramped factories in 
the Global South, Smith also destroys the myth of the New World 
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Impenalism an the Twenty-first Century 
where everyone can get rich by working hard. He states thay 
paid are not based on productivity, but the whims of the can... 
bourgeoisie. If one wishes to understand capitalism in the twenty, 
first century. this book is best suited for the said purpose. 

Three Takeaways 
Contemporary Capitalism's Exploitation of the Poor Touching 


New Heights 
Smith, at the beginning of the book, cites the example of i, 


Bangladesh's Rana Plaza crisis, a plaza that collapsed killing 1,133 
garmem workers and wounding 2,500. Those poor workers, why 


died. were the children of a lesser-God, exploited and mistreated j, 
a world run by corporate giants. “Adding to the sense of 
outrage felt by many is the fact that. the day before. cracks haj 
opened up in the building's structure and an initial inspection 
resulted in is evacuation and a recommendation that it 
remain closed” (Smith, p. 9). The situation is not much different in 
the rest of the Global South, Smith asserts, “The starvation wages, 
death-trap factories, and fetid slums in Bangladesh are 
representative of the conditions endured by hundreds of millions f 
working people throughout the Global South’ (p. 10). The 
exploitation of the poor and destitute is a recurring theme in the 
book. Smith takes on capitalism's exploitation by bringing to lig” 
the long hours, unjust and very low wages with zero to little jo 
security and unsafe and unsanitary working conditions. 
“Super-exploitation’ as a Growing Capitalist Trend 

‘i ial he hs oat me of boceameress 

| its relevance in today’s world. Kat! 

took it as a practice of “Pushing wages...below the value of labo 
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 (p. 240). Smith asserts that SUper-exploita 
1 in the current cra of neoliberal capitali 
mt. Outsourcing to poorer 


On is nog Only 
Sm but is Pretty 
. epee, being 
ism, he 
huee surplus values. all of which go into the ae 
6 gwelling in Global North. For example, white & worker ie 

only makes about 0.35 pounds for one t-shirt, the sia 
« getually retailed at 4.95 pounds. 

Quoting Higginbottiom (a Kingston University professor 
ao has explored the concept of super-exploitation at length in his 
soak The System of Accumulation in South Africa), Smith makes a 
geome, case regarding the difference between the wages of working 
dass of Global South and that of Global North, while also showing 
aut super-exploitation cannot be separated from imperialism. 

The idea of super-exploitation needs to be comcepesally 

generalised at the mecessary level of abstraction and 

ixcorporated in the theory of imperialism. Super- 
exploitation is a specific condition within the capitalist 

mode of production ... the bidden common essence 

defining imperialism. The working class of Bx 

oppressed nations/Third World/Global Soh 
systematically paid below the value of labour power of 

the working class of opprestor nations Firs 

World’Global North. This is aot because the Soule” 
working class produces less value, but becsuve © 
more oppressed and more exploited. (p- 259) 
Ceatemporary Capitalism and Gender Inequal'Y =, 
Smith concurs with the idea that que workforce 
responsible for gender inequality. Women are jolnins 


ane of the modern version of capital 
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now more than ever, especially from South Asian 
Acconting to Smith, with worsening ECONOMIC COMMitinn 


ibesire to escape from the confines of an inherently Patriarcha, 
oppressive society has increased. Building upon the ides 

“heuvewifization”, capitalist corporations initially hireg 

join their work force due to thet docile nature. “But the more 
wonten gain employment as workers, the more they come to ig, _ 
themselves as workers. and to demand equality with male 
potentially negating the main reason for capitalists” special 

in them” (p. 127). So, the move to hire easily available house Wie, 
has actually backfired. As these women started working along wig 
men and considering how they were paid low and treasey . 
inferior, they began realizing their existing status and limited Bende, 
roles. Even if these women are not in & position to dismantle i. 
male-dominance in their respective societies, they are at least we) 
aware of their rights and the existing notoriously patriarchal culmeny 
hecrarchy. These women work extremely long hours, are not paid 
the samme amount of money as men and are not given the same stans 
as their male counterparts, All of their work and the income these 
women earn are considered as merely “supplementary” to that of t 
money earned by the men. 


oy 
ty 


Reference: Smith, J, (2016) imperialism in the Twenn-Fiust Cen 


(steel sextocnn - . 
| Super Explovation, and Capitalism ’s Final Crisis Moot) 
Keview Press, 
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Kingdom of the Unjust: Behind the ' 
Connection 
By Medea Benjamin 


About the Author 
Medea Benjamin is a US-based political activist and the co- 
of Code Pink, an NGO that promotes peace and social 
movements, She is also the co-founder of the human rights 
Global Exchange. Apart from being at the forefront of anti- 
movement, she has been a great proponent of the rights of 


Peace Prize for her efforts. 
Overview se 
Benjamin criticizes US for their outcry against fran 


spared _ while 
of a similar or lesser magnitude as pee? 
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large scale homan rights abuse; there gfe. ip, 
workers are unhappy: 2nd le Rare ivi, 
atoreover, their radical religious — incorporates Crtren, 
Benjamin also presents the bination peyciig elie, how 5 
incorporates terrorism and how US continues to have a stroq, 
with KSA, mainly because of abundant olf Teserves ang any gy 
for selling military weapons. 
Six Takeaways 
Inside the Kingdom 
At the start, Benjamin writes about the origins of sa. 
Arabia and how Wahhabism Mourished in the Arabian Peninsuy 
Saudi Arabia is the last absolute monarchy on earth, and the roy 
family who founded it runs the whole system. The only electeg 
bodies in the country are municipal councils. KSA's largest a8 
reserves have helped them gain domestic and intemation 
influence. Purely because of oil, in 2014, KSA was ranked work's 
nineteenth largest economy, with the eighth highest GDP per capita 
But oil money is not shared equally. According to a sure 
mentioned in Benjamin's book “20 percent of population, af mov 
more. lives in crippling poverty” (Benjamin, p. 14), Religion, # 
incredibly strict interpretation of it, guides almost all aspects of fit 
There's religious police which makes sure that no one deviates free 
the strict sharia laws, There is a multitude of incidents mentioned # 
the book which highlight the abuses carried out by the relig™ 
— Halj used to be a spiritual activity, with people 
teen - Practicing it in their own way. 84 
Performed in a certain way, which 


932, 
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| GLEE OE SERE F BeMeral Public, Sena 
inues 10 live » western way Of life by throwing tevigy 
drugs. alcohol and prostitutes, Patties 
| rcligiows State without Religious Fre i 
| ithoners of various teligi i 
Pract - the . "Bons live and work in KSA, bu 
pe official religion 0 , sate is Wahhaby i ihewae 
| thet religion can practice his or her faith in public 
“soerislamic faith are not allowed to have their He : 
“vaih atheism being tantamount to terrorism inside the = : 
“yjited States Commission for International Religious F = 
“(ySCIRF) gives KSA “ifs worst ranking: Tier J C of 
particular Concern™, meaning that the state commits “systemic, 
ongoing and egregious violations of religious freedom" (Benjaenin 
p 19). Religious police storms into houses and confiscates Bibles 
and anything that is remotely related to a religion other than Islam. 
Sirict sharia law applies to everyone living inside the kingdom, 
| regardless of their beliefs. Shi'ite minority is paid less than others, 
| mainly because of notorious shia-sumni divide. — BaF 
| te historical aspects of this divide which is not py © 
towards Sufi Muslims- is equally 
Muslims. The treatment : 
| mentions words of Wasif Kabll, 
| discriminatory. Benjamin ment ii 
| who says: “We were upgraded 
years old Sufi businessman, 3 
| and practicitg their religion 
infidels to people who are ignoran! 


| wrong” (p. 21). 


No Freedom of Expression . ae te 
| vetigious, weologiens POCA” 
Any type of religous, 1s ont 

ng 10 dracon 
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_ Government controls all the medi _— 
ener ownteg anaper stakes peste: — “Op Ms 
have to get 2 license from the ministry of INFOrmation 4 
write and publish their blogs. “A 20/1 royal Pires 
press jaw to criminalize any criticism of the a, 

~ fg, 25) One such example which highlights x ’ 


created the blog “Free Saudi Liberals’. He was Arrested jp 29) 
was charged with death penalty. However, with iMcrnationas 
the punishment was changed to 10 years iMprisontnens 
dollars fine and a thousand lashes. Badawi wrote satirics) 
called for separation of religion from state. There are many 
such cases of violation of freedom of expression, 
Gender Apartheid 
KSA is perhaps one of the most misogynistic and 
segregated countries in the world. The situation has changed g 
over time with women rights campaigns and late King A 
reforms, but it is still far from being perfect. Women require 
guardians for almost everything that surrounds their life. Beaj 
provides detailed accounts of this gender apartheid in KSA. 
women are not allowed to play sports and none of them can 
a spectators. They have very limited job options, their 
very strict, and coup de grace: they are not allowed © 
vehicles. Contrarily, a man in KSA can marry four wore ie 
Marry another four after divorcing the previous four. signilyine 


fi : 
act how women are treated as men's property. 
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However, the author construes thar ihe st 
ga bit and might get even better Situation jas 

ished the first state-run school for p; 
pniversities being made subsequently, 
gaits Uneracy Fane since then. Although the state 

discriminatory treatment towards 
rights are sabotaged through layers of socio-polit 

ies, yet a silver lining exists in the form of 
rate and awareness of rights. 
wabhabism Supports Extremism 

Benjamin meritions the historical Origins of Wahtabise in 
the middie portion of the book. According to a 2006 report 
mentioned in the book, Islamic Studies textbooks in KSA inculcate 
that “Christians, Jews, Shi'ites and Sufi Muslims are enemies of a 
true believer” (p, 50). Radical Walhabi ideology has seeped into a 
large proportion of extremists, After 1979, KSA used all their oil 
wealth to spread Wahhabi ideology and started sponsoring terrorism 
abroad. This move also redirected the uprising militant groups 
within the kingdom to fight external threats. KSA along with US 
played a significant role in the creation of Talibans, about which the 
author writes at length in the book. Morcover, there is a strong 
suspicion regarding KSA's clandestine role in facilitating 29 
horrible O/11 attacks, KSA’s susceptibility 10 sponsor terrorism 's 
also reflected in their ideological support for ISIS; with both entities 
sharing the common strands of Islam, the Warhhiahismt. 
US-Saudi Connection 
Despite the ideological, polit 

differences, there continues to be @ st 


ill has 
women and their 
ical and economic 
increasing literacy 


ical and all kinds of other 
rong bored between US and 
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KSA. It all revo 
historical origins of this 
was initially neutral in Second World War, but “US 
agreed to protect Saudi oil installations and King Saud 
LIS reqnest to construct airfields in the kingdom” (p. 59). 
allies joined hands to curb “godless communism”, 
scommunism’ and Saudis about “godless' 


Afghanistan by using Pakistan as @ 
who later became 4 perpetual menace for Pakistan and Afgha 


Despite the post o/I] anti KSA sentiment among the US 
relations between the two countries did not deteriorate, 
expected. According to 8 White House press release from 
“The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia is the largest US Foreign \ 
Sales customer, with active and open cases valued at approxi 
$97 billion” (p. 63). US's sof comer for KSA and a bf 


indifference towards their dystopian regime is privy to no one. 


References: Benjamin, Medea. Kingdom of the unjust: behind the US 
connection. New York: OR , 2016, Print. [Kindle Version] 
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gno owes ee ene about World Debt 
By Damien Millet and Eric Toussainy 


About the Authors 

Damien Millet is a mathematics teacher who fives in 
orleans. He serves as the General Secretary of CADTM France 
(conumittee for the Abolition of Third World Debt), 

Eric Toussaint is a historian and political scientist. He is the 
president of CADTM and author of several books that highlight the 
«sue of debt for third world countries. 

Overview 

Afier rigorous research, Millet and Toussaint diagnose os 
peobiem of debt and its far reaching. consequences for ‘| 
world countries. They undertook both historical and es 
malyses to dissect the problems fully ina a 10 eee sa 
Highlighting issues through meticulous statistics @ 


cancellation of debts. Who Owes 
for anyone interested in issues of th 
chormous amounts of external debts. 
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Eight Takeaways 
Third World: Poverty, Debts and Poor Leadership 
The world is marked with a vivid division between 
Globat North (industrialized countries) and the countries ys, 5 
developing (DCs). Among DCs, former soviet bloc any 
distinguished for historical reasons. According to the book, 8h 
cent people live in developing countries or the third world an; 
“annual income of the richest I per cent of the 
population is equivalent to that of the poorest 57 per cent of 
planet” (Millet and Toussaint, p. 4). Living conditions of 
populations are considerably deteriorating, with 2.8 billion 
living on less than a dollar per day and 75 per cent of Aids 
occurring in sub-Saharan region. Human development CONEINUES ty 
remain stalled and debts (both internal and external) keep on rising 
Leaders of developing countries have *bowed" their population 
beneath external debts which have resulted in failure of any 
development. 
“According to Kofi Annan, Secretary General af the UN. in 
2000 debt-servicing took up an average af 38 per cent of the 
budyets of Sub-Saharan African countries. “(p. 14) 
Origins of Developing Countries’ (DCs) Debt 
___ Thete are mwultiple factors behind the origins of debt. wit 
Eurodollars’ and “Petrodoliars’ being two of them. Leaders of 
Global South (developing countries) easily fell prey to Wesie™ 
ieapeomge World War when decolonization ‘ie 7 
casily overthrew al} di = uth under control by indebting " 
ssenling and anti-imperialist voices. Souther 
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_ mostly dictators ~ borrowed large sums of moncy frye 
1 huge commissions for themseives 
= pafresiructares poss Uy We emultinationsts of the 
siceth, tied aid, arms purchases for massive repression 
embexsiement wed corruption — this is what the 
porrowed money has bees used for, for decades. Today, 
populations are being milked dry w repay a dete which 
never even profited them. (p. 26) 
pede Crisis 

After the Second World War, South became suboedinated 
secause colonial practices were not entirely abolished and Suthers 
readers bad virtually m0 control over domestic growth. “This 

was made manifess in tro main areas: omfair 

exchange and the downgrading of the terms of exchange Both 
problems heave subsisted until the present dy. aggronuted by dhe 
spiraling debt mechanism” (p. 27). This changed temporarily in 
1970s when there was oil crisis, in addition to “reduced prefisabilty 
of capital” and US" balance of payment deficits. So. when growth 
in industrialized countries took 0 downward spiral — 
began a frenzied campaign to incite Third World cowmtrres 
tute up offers of loans aon easy terms, Real sean sy 
very low because of high inflation” (P- 27), Deda crises eae 
ss Y9uU-42:whnen tere wos sien rise in Imerest PRES OPS 
US’ poticies, eventually bringing about BigseHie “STE 
amounts 10 be paid by the Third World- 
Management of Debt Crisis 

When hit by crisis. DCs 
take more loan to pay previous ones. IMF 
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management. A handful of examples are given in the hooy 
allude how DCs continue to sink under enormous dehy 
Western powers. IMF and World Bank helped DCs ,, 
industries. Theoretically. this reduced the gap between yy, 
South, but practically these projects did not enhance any jny 
development; instead, they were designed to integrate DCs j 
global arena to serve the interests of multinationals of the Nong, Te 
compensate for poor average income, DCs reduce PFICES, $0 that ge 
marginalized factions could afford to buy things, "The sqgp and thy 
World Bank demand that such subsidies be ended. The 
sections of tle population feel the effects immediately” (p. sq 
Statistics and historical information in the book reveal <j: 
details of the conditions of people living in third wortd countric 
while simultaneously unveiling IMF"s and World Bank's Mapsering 
indifference towards these wretchedly poor sections. Anatomy of 
debts is explained through graphs and numbers in a way that clearly 
indicates the disfavored position DCs find themselves in and bow 
their condition is perpetually deteriorating. 
Debt Reduction 
There are only meagre reductions in debts and mostly 
deadlines are postponed. No Substantial measures are taken © 
eradicate this menace for DCs. There are selective reductions for the 
Strategic allies of US and other four powers (Japan, German, 
France and the United Kingdom). For the DCs, these measuremes® 
have not really cut the mustard. Strategic allies of US like Pakis™ 
"E)Pt and Poland have benefited from these measurements of!) 


Comply with Conditions set by the US, For Pakistan, it was Afgh" 
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poland. it was for the withdrawal ae 
& indetied poor countries initiative (HIPC) — 5. tative to 
wo help poor. Heavily indebled countries ~ di nos ea 
é vither. 38 it covered a very small portion at peer connices 
, oat of 165 DCs). 
| fies. the aim is mat to free wp devele aa 
IPCs, but merely to render their debts sestainable. The 
giference is huge. The idea is to cancel just enough to 
yeep the DCs paying to the maximum of their 
capabilities. (p. 96) 
pebt Cancellation in the Past 
Historically, there are numerous examples which show how 
ate cancellations have not resulted in any ecomamic disadvantage. 
iy 1776, US declared null and void all debts that were due to 
tendon. This was called debt repudiation, and it ts explained a 
ragih in the book, Newly established USSR in 1918 decided notte 
wie turden of loans of Tsarist Russia, Cuba did not pay cotonial 
ete to Spain once it became protractor of US, In recent times, such 
@ action would result in IMF's and Workd ee ae 
imemational arena and subsequent Sr a ddenal 
impetus, This happened to Peru in 1985 and there 


other examples. 
Case of Cancelling DCs’ Debt | 
1 is mandatory 
IF we go by the legal arguments FSP elt in 


Bur if we see the moral side of it, repay'ne ae 
main inflion in DCS. People woul! wok MS OE 
seeds such as food, water, clothes and shelter! weigh 


159 


Scanned by CamScanner 


who Owes Whe 


ee then surety repaying debts Joes NOt take _ 
leaving $ billion people in crippling poverty. 
tt is imenoral to demand of the DCs that they dey... 
their meagre resources to repaying well-hecled crediy,,,. 
whether ia the Now or the South) rather than go 


satisfaction of these fundamental needs. (p. 118) 
Heavy detts drastically affect domestic poticies ., or, 
Leaders can no longer freely implement policies they were 
for. Pet overall comparison between North and South's det Povey 
staggering discrepancy, ard cancellation would not affect the thts 
finance, Millet and Toussaim have provided compelling WEI, 
in favor of cancellation. There are several solutions to this Probie 
if North is willing 10 consider, If we consider fair repayment, ge 
as per statistical analysis, DCs have paid more than they owed, fy 
every $1 owed since 1980s, DCs have repaid $7.5 and they ay 
have to pay $4 more. Through subtle manipulation, and highty xt 
serving policies and rules, North's agenda is to keep DCs int 
perpetual turmoil as far as economic progress is concerned. Legeh 
through imernational law, heavily indebted countries can take pa 
of force majeure, law by which countries which cannot fulfill Ge 
international obligations (including repayment of debt) becaest # 
external circumstances can seck revocation. 
International Campaign for Debt Cancellation 
Although the issue is not-new, but campaigns 2 
external debts is a recent phenomenon. There are a lot of cap™™ 
going on in third world countries ~ the biggest one j 
collect 24 million signatures from all over the DCs. 


My 
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pesenechers) in Paris, which first broached the subsece i. 

1083. o¢ the CADTM im Belgium from 1990 cwands 

geveral books by Susan George! had consig bs 

infwence im reinforcing the movement in its early 

stages. (p. 164) 

These movements believe that cancellation should be 
gcudiceal Neo-liberal corporate policies made people realize 
stout the sebordinatton of South and menace of these debts. Since 
gen, people are becoming more and more aware of this issue. 
Campaigns. debates, considerable literature amd movements are 
cootituousty fighting against external debt which is by and lange the 
bggest hindrance in development of poor countries. 


ieirencer, Milict, Damien. and Eric Toussaint. Whe Owes Who: 50 (mesthons 
het Warkd Dede. Londons Zod . 2013. Print. 
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About the Author 
Hossein Nasr, curremly a Professor Emeritus at the George 
washington University, is a highly revered and influential Iranian 
scholar. He studied physics from Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology (MIT) and obtained a Master's degree in geology and 
geophysics at Harvard University. He then went on to pursue his 
PAD in history of science and learning from the same university. As 
wn xademic, he has taught at Tehran University, Arya Mehr 
University, University of Edinburgh, Temple University and George 
Washington University, He has authored over fifty books some of 
which include The Heart of Islam, Science and Civilization in 
Islom, Isigwe in the Modern World and Isfawic Levialivan. 
Overview 
Integration of religious identity into 
2 norm for the likes of, among many others, 


state Weology has been 
Pakistan and Malays 
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This book wnravels the path of ¢ 


countries from secular post-colonial states to agems Of Islan; 
Delineating the rote of state “in embedding Islam in politic, 


ne: hanism and consequences of “stale interests 
anchored in Isiamization~ 
Four Takeaways 
The Origin of Pakistan and Malaysia 
Malaysia and Pakistan are products of British 

These societies have been entrenched in the colonial setup to soch 

degree that even today “their societies reflect the deep impact 

colonialism” (Nasr , p. 31). That is precisely because imperiaticn 

never actually ceased to exist, it “was merely supplanted [by those} 

who controlled the levers of power" (p, 48). Both states were “horn 

weak", both underwent the initial “swecesses and failures of 
Hate leaders” and both saw the state becoming theological. The 
way the leaders in both the countries “engaged religion and 
culture to achieve their goal of change set the stage for the more 
concerted use of Islam to serve state power from the 1980s on” 
(p. 51). 

| In Doth states, inevitability of embracing Islamic ideology 
m politics was observed shortly, In case of Malaysia, the state took 
islam as a “usefid instrument for promoting social cobesio™ 
discipline, solidarity, and national unity”. Similarly, in Pakist® 
100, the state leaders swiftly “succumbed to the sempration 
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uit tslamic systbolisms in the service Wier Dini 
hus. the era commencing from ind Vion” 


Drastic changes in the post-1969 cra created new crisis fog 
malaysia and Pakistan; the “secular stare began to decline” 
a “greater Islamic consciousness in the political arena” 
ip 67) stared to emerge, It was also in consequence of waning state 
ysherity and power. For Malaysia, the NEP (National Economic 
policy) — employed in 1971 — had failed, resulting in an “increase 
4, bilamist activism” <p. 74). For Pakistan, even the strongest 
xgine of Ayub Khan “was unable to comiain the rising tide of. 
hienist demand for an end to secularism” (p. 74), The end of 
shunoera amplified the crisis for secularism further with “no 
ideological tools avatlable to the’ state through wiich to protect ts 
portion”, while “state leaders began to look to Islam itself as a 
ponacea™ (p. 81). 


The “period of ideological uemult” 
The author calls the post-1970s era “a peried of kdeolingicat 


tumult” In both Malaysia and Pakistan, there was ase é 
rewgence across society and in politics that was " oe: 
erester adherence to Islamic norms in private and public 
(>. 82). In Malaysia, Islamic resurgence had already stated 


° the “Dakwal” 
towrse after the riots in 1969. Most prominently. pe 
movement— aimed at making students “more vigilant 

= evolve. Movements 
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associated with it were bent upon SUBIOENING “Seinen 
activism" (p. 83-84) This was funher propounded by 
factors: Arab’s influence. thes with the Middle East ang the 
Revolution of 1979. In Pakistan, situation was equally sty, 
secularisin. The Jama‘at-i-fstami and tstami Jam"lat~i-Tulahah, 
principal tskamsist actors”, pressed for “restructuring Of » 
und politics and the establishment af a she that wowld om 
spirit of Islamic law™ (p. 93), This was to such an exteng gu, 
“actors” would go on to have an “open covfrontation wig, 
government over the role uf religion in politics” (p. 94), 

Iskamisation Redefining the Course of Both Nations 
Although the objectives remained consistent, there 
fundarsental difference between Malaysia and Pakistan in lerms 
Istamisation. According to the author, “State-led Islamization 
Malaysia was far mare moderate in tone than it was in Paki 

(p. 131). This variation can be credited to the fact that 
relied more on military: the priority for Pakistan was restoring 
authority. Also the Islamist forces in this part of the world 
“move radical’. Combining all these factors. it was likely 
“Patistan would prodwoe far more thoroughgoing ane i 
strident Islamization™ (p. 131). Even the “decade of democracy, 
following Zia’s death in 1988, kept the Islamisation legacy 
albeit weakened. 
Contrarily, Malaysia encountered an era of “great porinica! 
stability” from 1981 to 1997. tt managed ‘Islamism’ eloquently 
curbed extremism, and “the state set out to draw clear bowndor™ 
for Islamic activism and social institutions (p. 117). 
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None the less. the era of Islamisation, having based ie 

rwo decades for both Malaysia ang Pakistan, “deep 

the working of the state” (p. 188). The authoe describes 

ap affected the scope of Stake Powers, policy mating and reach ints 
soci Islamization redefined state-society relations, and changed 
she balance of power between the two.” (p, 158) Be that as it may, 


was “not so much about Islam as it was about the sate" (p. 159), 


' - Neer, S. VR. (2001), felaewec Jewathar, filam ond the mcting of 
ase power. Oniord University Press 
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24 
new odyssey: The Story of Europe's Re 
” Crisis —_ 
By Patrick Kingsley 


About the Author 
An award-winning journalist, Patrick Kingsley has reported 
gon over two dozen countries. He was Guardian's foreign affairs 
and worked for the organisation for seven years, most 
asaily as the Middle-East correspondent, He 's currently 
working as a foreign correspondent for New York Times where he 


ako works on special reporting projects. 
Overview 


As the world witnesses the largest surge sac 
a 
since the Second World War, Kingstey recalls pity youry. 
igi ire. 
prolific British poet of Kenyan origin—Warsan a 
“no one puts their children in a boat 
is safer than the land. | 
(From ‘Home’ by Warsan ain a 
idd 
Fearing loss of life, people i th “ aes soir 
counties in Africa and South Asia are left =H 


169 


Scanned by CamScanner 


UU 
The New Odyssey > 


to fee their war-tomn homerowns. In search Of & Betiy . 
set out on a journey cat is 2s hOrTifyiNG AS UVING EM “rhyj, ty, 
pometends”. ar 
tne Mediterranean Sea to reach the 
nores. Such large-scale display of risk-taking Shire 


“civil wars in Syria, Afghanistan, = 


volumes about the 
jon and poverty in Africa”, Which pus 


a recedenied nanber of people towards Europe”. 

This book is a sorry tale: nana oly 
of the voyagers and of those who helped them along their ,.. Way) 
aiso uplifts the veil of indifference Cast UPON Politicians he 
choose to look “the other way™. The book is aso a poses, 
“critique of Europe's handling of the migration crisis ~ 

Seven Takeaways 

The Journey Begins 

As a “wave of antiauthoritarian protests erupted acre. 
the Arab world in late 2010 and early 2011, rippling throug 
Tunisia, Egyg. Libya, Bahrain and Yemen” (Kingsley, p. 19), Syra 
foo got engulfed by the demonstrations soon enough. The coafles 
took the form of a civil war which eventually turned ino 4 
disastrous sectarian rift. For an ordinary Syrian, there were seve? 
forces at play, On the one hand, there was the dictatorial regir* 
whose cruelty knew no boundaries and on the other hand, thet 
were terrorists from muiltiple outlets seeking to take control of 
towns. Flee or get killed were the only two choices peopit 
Those who managed to escape started their journey to Europe: 
10 find that to expect sufferings to end there was absurd. 
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of their own accord” (p, 45). As people from Ww 


fics. Egypt and Syria reach Libya, they are “packed like sarsfine 
go the back of the truck” (p. 29}. Some of them might die of 
jaydration ot other reasons but they hardly become targecs of 
randits and saeistorms. Once the over-boarded bows depan the 
Libyan coast, migrants wait until they reach international waters. 
vesnwhile, many in the Europe put forth the argument: “the boar 
peaple want to leech off our generous benefits syste” (p, 30) 
The Perits of Journey through Mediterranean 

The part of journey that is supposed to end i Halian 
ierisdiction és death-defying- Over 900 people died im April, 2015 
what is dubbed as the “worst modern shipwreck” (p. 67), Reacsing 
the halian waters remains an unfulfilled decam for many. Those 
who huckily survive after having changed dozens of 2a 
with people vomiting across cach other are saved BY 8 
coastguard. 
From Italy Onwards 

lt may seem, after quite 2 
bit has come to an end, But onty to their dism2s sven if that 6 
pewer troubles shead, mast notably the police. 
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handled, they have a number of routes t0 decide to trayy) 
while having almast no money with them. 
The Balkan Route 

Just like Syrians, Afghanis also undergo the 
odyssey to Europe. Escaping from the Talibans and ISis_ they 
a long way before reaching westem Turkish coast; the j 
Greece begins from there. Having reached the Gree | 
migrants embark upon another tiring journey towards 
and finally Serbia. The problems encountered at the 
Macedonian border are even greater, with kidnappings and 
logjams being too frequent. Still the voyagers go on, at times 
on foot. Although “no one’s completely sure™ where io £0, 
know they need to get eventually to the fleld that's writier 
about on Facebook” (p. 113). 
Europe's Indifference towards the Plight of Migrants 

The sufferings of the migrants became known to the world 
only recently. Events such as the discovery of 71 dead refugees and 
the death of Aylan Kurdi— the young Syrian boy who was foend 
dead on the shores of Turkey—led to a sudden increase in the media 
coverage. As “the public sympathy for migrans rose... migration 
crisis (was) therefore redefined in liberal circles as a refugee 
crisis” (p. 134). But despite enormous pressure from the 
international community and progressives, “more and more 
Counlries erected fences along their borders” (p. 12). Eurcge® 
Governments’ response to the crisis, thus, added insult to injury. 1 
authorities have yet to realize that the refugees have no other opti 
they would continue to migrate even if they are not welcomed 
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evolve 


agnage their arrival in a more organized manner” ( 


, P. 149). Sri 
the crisis Cannot be deemed to end unless the situation in Syria ots 


gable. The author also emphasises on the rote that wealthy Gulf and 
western countries need to play, 


Reference: Kingsicy. PP. (2016). Tie New Odvaver: The Srary of Earope’s 
Refugee Crisis. Guardian Faber Publishing. [Kindle Versiun 
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rhe Inevitable: Understanding the 12 


gecnnotogical Forces That Will Shape Our Future 
By Kevin Kelly 


About the Author 

Being the founder of Wired Magazine, one of the world's 
kading toch magazines, Kevin Kelly has been documenting the 
wertimes sitady and nol-so-steady rise and development of 
wchnology for some 25 years. He is a photographer and a big 
believer in environmental conservation. Currently, he is serving on 
te board of Long Now Foundation, a pon-profit Ofgarisation 
dedicated to encouraging long-term thinking instead of shoet-term 
Swritons most organisations choose to embrace. He has authored 
wee of the most acclaimed works on changing technological 
leéicape including What Technology Wants. Cool Tools and Out 
Control. The chosen book, The /nevitable, reached the New York 
Times bestseller list.sn 2016, 

Overview 
While the vision of a future governed by robots, self 
“™S, intelligent washing machines and an user lack of 
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privacy may be deemed too dark by some, Kelly seem; ,, . 
otherwise. Technological change is inevitable; jr j, ,, 
happening and will continue to happen whether we like it or 4. 
this book, Kelly points owt the reasons for this change any 


effect on the 12 technological forces he seems to think 
human life. Kelly's 12 technological forces, that he has 


using slightly unconventional terms, are becoming, 


¢laborates on each force and its relationship with the 
consumer-driven technological change. While this book may be , 
beacon of hope for disenchanted millennials, it may bore sone 
especially those among us who tend to be more skeptical gon 
others, That is primarily because Kelly presents the future as ap 
entirely optimistic venture where technological advancements such 
as Al (artificial intelligence) are not a threat to human survival, be 
an imperative need, 
Twelve Takeaways 
Becoming 
Kelly states that everything is constantly being upgraded 
and made better than it was when it was conceived: and this wil 
Continue to happen. 
There is no happy flying-car future beckoning us any 
fonger. Unlike the last century, nobody wants to move 
fo the distant future, Many dread it. That makes it hard 
to take the Future seriously, So we're stuck in the short 


peat without a generational perspective. 
(Kelly, p. 18) 
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Fe _ the rate of change Would be even p. _ 
i eruty be able to master anything in jtg entirety PS 
oat change. [+] The other alternative i (embrace te fi, 


— a becoming—that we can see rigty 


prot now. Wy, 
sqoroce the CUTER EMETEING ShIft that Will become ig 


the furure™ (9 

he uses to descri . 

ig} The term be our future counterparts ix 
bi a 
Cognifyine 


Unlike many of us, Kelly does not imagine the furure to be 
5 Masrix-3que reality, He states, "/...) if Al cam help | 
hecome better chess players, it stands fo reason that it can help xs 
kecome better pilots, better doctors, better judges, better teachers” 
ip. 39). He also points out that we have een using Al for a long 
éme without realizing i. 
We already have artificial intelligence im many of our 
machines; we just don"t call it that. Google's translation 
Al turns a phone into # personal translator. Speak 
English into the microphone and it immediately repeats 
what you said in understandable Chinese. o¢ Russian, cs 
Arabic, or dozens of other languages. (p. 46) . 
According to him, sooner or later Al will be as necessary © 
; It will change the 
& elecaricity and will be as readily available too. 
way we think and interact with one | spcitle 
be some repercussions to it, life without Al will not 


teady stream to us. This, as Kelly calls i. is 
177 


Scanned by CamScanner 


The Inevitathe 
god"s photocopéer. Everything you see has beep, Cong 
transferred to you from one source or the other. This isu, 
all communication: streaming takes precedence over everything 
Sereening 
Kelly predicts that in the future, the entiee 
literature, interaction, goods and services, almost CVerything wi 


done through screens. 
Screens are always om, We Never SOP Staring af the. 


unlike with books, This new platform ts very visual any 
it gradually merges words with moving images On a. 
screen words zip around and float over images, serving 
as footnotes or anavtations, linking to other words oy 


images. (p. 78) 
We already spend most of our day staring at screens: Key 


takes this to the next level. He says that the need for physi-y 
presence will be reduced to none. The main point of this chapter 
that due to screens, books will become obsolete. “The tension 
between the book and the screen is still being played ou [Jie 
eventually the text af ebooks will be liberated in the mear future. ond 
the true nature of books will blossam™ (p. 80). This, as is wih & 
technology. will rewire and change the way we think, abot 
ourselves, our society and personal identities; everything will t 
reduced to screens. 

Accessing 
“Access is also a way to deliver new things in clase 00 
time. Unless something runs in real time, it does not count" (p- 9! 
Much like books, ownership will become an obsolete concept. Ke) 
asserts that everything is being dematerialized. Products beo™ 
services and services will become necessities, “Pussession # an 
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as if once was. Accessing is mor, 
, One can see this happening jn Pakistan than ever 


_un cars is HO AS PRESSING as It Used to he, 
cs fe Foden aan 
sg when you can access It Uy Mere lap Of a screen? 

Our appetite for the instant is insatiable. The cost of 

realtime engagement requires massive coordination and 

degrees of collaboration that were unthinkable a few 

years ago. Now that most people are equipped with a 

supercomputer in their pocket, emtirely new econcec 

forces are being unleashed |...} If smartly connected, 

accessing is the default (p. 99). 

Technological advancements will reach such new heights 
hat the need to own things will not be a need at all, This will also 
open up new avenues for economic development, not, however, in 
the physical realm, but in the technological haven. 

Saaring 

The internet is an unfathomably gigantic public space 
where ideas, media, images, consumer goods and serves are 
tenstantly being created and shared. People share their lives on 


propery simultaneously. The amount of 


whether for worse or for better is yet 10 
the data that is being shared now will De 
% sharing itself will intensify to the maxima 
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Filtering 
The vasiness of the Library Of Everything 4, 
overwhelms the very narrow ruts of our own consuming hah, » 
Someone, or something, has to choose, iaerodaimian.2 
ns decide (p. 138). In an economy driven by content pref. 
our attention is the only thing worth capitalizing on. According . 
Kelly, in the future, though we will have everything j, . 
conceivable world at our fingertips, we would not have enough tine 
to actually go through anything, So, layers upon layers of filters a 
be added to literature, to TV shows, to essentially everything We 
are still at the early stages in how and what we filter...) low 
next 30 pears the entire cloud will be filtered, elevating the dearee 


of personalization ™ (p. 145). 
Remixing 


Immersive enviroaments and viriual realities im the 

future will imevitably be able to scroll back to cartier 

states. In fact, anything digital will have undo and 

rewindability as well as remixing. Going forward, we 

are likely to get impatient with experiences that doe't 

have undo buttons, such as eating a meal (p. 169). 

With the abundance of data floating around in the &gi 
Space, everything in the future will be recombined, redone, * 
recorded and remixed. Older things will be deconstructed, #4 
with more complexities and layers and then reproduced. Origit®!® 
will become a fleeting thought. However, remixing will no ™ 
limited to entertainment only; it will be added to goods and se" 
opening up newer avenues for economic development. 
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m™ in the new world, we will interact with 


People throuph 
| seepy because this Netting and not at 
for Leite way people with disabilities will 
yo expervence things 7 had mever experienced before 
our devices, we will find more immersive BS 
these worlds, we will find stronger ways to sy 
perc with one another. Physical presences will be ‘ 
entirely by digital ones. replaced 
Tracking 
While the aspect of one’s entire life being recorded may 
seem damning to many of us, Kelly does not seem too scared by the 
passibility According to him, everything will be recorded and kept 
track of, and people will have the ability (through technological 
advancements) to recall every instance of their fife, Even though 
i i tural and anthropological 
tis will have many social, cul | 
consequences, the prospect of recording and tracking everything for 
ife i less than exciting for 
a beter and more manageable life is nothing 


Kelly. 


YouTube is theoretically impos” 
impossibility is real in peactice. (P 
We live in a hype oem 4 few years 

things becoming reality is the new MOTT. xamples 
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A 
The frewtatle 
ago, it would have been impossible to think that we 
minute details of our lives with absolute strangers; but noy Re, 
for nothing less than validation. Kelly sews that in the Future 1 
connectivity will increase @ trillion-fold and so ohn 
ili i ility brilliant 
improbability. However, with improbability ant Solution, - 
more technological advancements will also come. 


Beginning 
Thousands of years from now, when historians review 


the past, our ancient time here at the beginning of the 

third millennium will be seen as an amazing momen, 

This is the tine when inhabitants of this planet firss 

linked themselves together into one very large thing. 

Later the very lacge thing would become even larger, 

but yoo and | are alive at that moment when it first 

awoke, Future people will envy us, wishing they could 

have witnessed the birth we saw. (p. 236) 

This is only the beginning. There are still parts of the cant 
that are off the grid, that are unwired. However, in 30 years, we will 
all be connected to one another on a planetary scale, plugged into 
the matrix: & Conglomerate, an amalgam of internet devices - we 
will all be one. It will only continue to grow and get bigger and 
digger until it reaches unpredictable intensity and power. 


Reforeure: Kelly. K. (2016) The Inevitable: Understanding ” 
teetwesouncal Forces That Will Shape Our Furure Viking Press. 
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america's Addiction to Terrorism 
Henry A. Giroux 


About the author 
Being a renowned theorist of critical pedagogy, Henry 
cieux provides an explicit analysis of the worsening human 
nueditions at the hands of vicious modern-day capitalism. He bas 
sid prestigious positions at various institutes such as Boston 
University, Miami University, and Pennsylvania State University, 
of works published, he has won mumerabie 


With a vast varvety 
scholarly awards. 
Overview 
rhe werld is entrenched with all the malascs tee <0 
iment, Time and 


os have been. Terrorisen is one such appalling &# 
ei Wes teen cancer tn is book, wae acer 
te foems it has taken. In Giroux’s view. ~ 
c apple ple”. ft has been prevalent in the 

honed torture. 
deme of countess reversions: weely = ae 
sired police forces and corrupted eoucatin STM 
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few. Additionally, terrorism manifested itself into » ™hleog, 
American phenomenon once the US" asheeneeperiin eT 
world in response to the oft) attacks. Not surprisingly Mg 
violence. torture and austerity politics, then, became the very na. 
of the policies, with neoliberal capitalism acting a5 the divin 
force. Eradication of such horrific apprehensions lies \, Re 
formation of a “broad alliance’ to denunciate neoliberal CAPitalises 
Six Takeaways 
Neoliberal Capitalism Instigating America's Obsession wi) 


Terrorism and Torture 
Public spheres have been aptly replaced by private so. 


and corporate settings which operate only at the behest of towering 
profit margins, It is for this purpose that Giroux proclaims: ~Fry., 
market policies, values and practices... now shape practically ever, 
commanding political and economic institution” (Giroux, p. 16). 

Such replacement has taken away the charm of pubic 
sphere which duly keeps the forces of “militarization, violence, an 
state terrorism” (p. 17) in check. Resultantly, it leads » 
implementation of monstrous policies, Neoliberalism, rightly called 
a savage form of ‘free-market fundamentalism’, thus for US, hx 
paved the pathway to terrorism. Likewise, abolishing any notion of 
common good, neoliberalism is “liberalism untempered by a seni 
of social responsibility” (p. 18). Such an era, Giroux claims, “.* 

one in which acts of violence and moral depravity were not oY 
embraced but celebrated” (p. 47). | 
Neotiberalism Leading to a Democracy in Crisis 

Criticizing the new authoritarian class, formed under 
regime of neoliberalism, Giroux maintains, “They are the "e™ 
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the national bowndaries, laws, Pegulition 
"ee g task to transform all nation-states ing, 


iv 
Ph enrich their wealth and power” (p. 19), 
fo 


public trust in democracy becomes challenging 


ding 
ia ‘ over by financial institutions. The trust on 
wt ihe oni and. in a systematic manner, people are made to 


nw et giving corporations 8 kind of unregulated power. 
re - of “corporate capitalism’, then, wreaks havoc on poor 
gn ES P youth and black and brown citizens. In the 
j ive inflow of 

-«< become influenced due to massive in 


ions by financial clites. 
ggnds for ze om Police Forces and the Eventual Racist 
siicariza 


ber II attacks, militarization of police 
bounds, the effects of which have 


1 tee being successfull in geting 
P financial elites being 
trown youth, with the 


such targetting. In : tained States 19 
waay from «pacist brutality in the United ® 
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Degradation of Higher Educatioe 
Observing the fact that capitalist class #8 threatene, » 


quality education, Giroux laments, “This role of higher tducction i 
perceived by neoliberal acolytes as dangerous because it hay 
porential to educate young people to think critically and learn p, 


to hold power accountable” (p. 27) 
Higher education has transformed into a Machine 


manufacturing elite class of managers with “corporate mentatity”, », 
has abandoned processing the critical thoughts, depriving Stisdienns 
from the forms of knowledge that challenge the status quo. Hence. 
students being treated as commodities shy away from basi, 
democratic values. As a result, Giroux comments, ~Eawcaricg 
under neoliberalism kills the social imagination and any hope for 4 
world that is more just, equal, and democratic” (p, 28) 

Austerity Politics Damaging the Social Contract between Peopk 


and Government 
Austerity leads to authoritanan capitalism, damaging the 


social contract between people and their government. Furthermore, 
it individualizes social issues and “goes hand-in-hand with 
ideologies, policies and practices that depoliticize large portions of 
the population” (p. 102). Such policies, resultantly, restrain freedom 
and choices and deplore faith in democracy. Eventually, “The parse 
for public values” gives way to the “ruthless quest for profits and 
the elevation of self-interest over the common good" (p. 191). 
Reinforcement of Social Movements “...With the Spirit of 
Collective Resistance and the Promise of Radical Democracy.” 
Denouncing neoliberal capitalism in all of its forms, Girou* 
emphasizes the need to form powerful social movements { 
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ign of terror. Movemen 
coating me TE ts Such as ‘Black 1. 
a” , pave Deen applause’ I the book, acy a K Line, 


f +s view, are SUFE 10 DFINE radical democracy ¥ 
on" ink and collective resistance implies ihe 
a weed tel? rethink ae Possibilities of democracy este 
mn, and to organize for bork Short-term Rains ee 

ANP. 


The Suit 


. ginatis * 
é ay damental changes” (p. 248) 
iw 


Giroux. H. A. (2015) America's Addiction to Terrorism NYL 


pplererst 
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27 
the Land of the Pure: A Hist 
Pakistan's Religious Minorities mie 
By Parahnaz Ispahanj 


About the Author 
As a highbrow individual in the field of politics, Farahnaz 
igahari utilizes her vast experience to analyze the political 
conditions of Pakistan, Her contributions to the fleta of journalisen 
wt incessant. She has served as the Member of National Assembly 
of Pakistan and the member of standing committees on various 


heams, especially on foreign affairs. Having been the irrepeessible 

wie for minorities, she was deservingly listed among, Foreign 

Policy magazine's Top 100 Global Thinkers in 2012. She has also 

teen a Public Policy Scholar at the Woodrow Wilson Center 
(203-14), 

Overview 

The world is increasingly becoming a place marred with 

gonry and religious intolerance. As a result, minoritics— 

the world—face a ceaseless threat to their life. The fate 
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Ponies the Laret of the Pure 
ies has been no differem. This book 
the state of affiai 
TS of Py 


of Pakistan minor 
gloomy yet clear picture of Bs 
orien ane the oppression mey HAVE BEEN expeyia Wy 
al of *tstamist” policies. It highlights the change j, con 
country uederwert from Jinnah's “equal citizens oy One be, 
the partisan rhetoric of “the land of the pure~_ " 
minorities impure. From the time the Objectives Resolutiog 
«cas laid down, Jinnah’s vision of ‘religious pluralism’ Starteg ™ 
tarnished. Elevating the rhetoric of the ‘land of the pure: the » 
regime struck fast nail in the coffin of ‘religious pluralism: : 
Four Takeaways 
The Transition of Pakistan from a Secular to an Ideobogics) 
State 
The term “theocracy’ was unknown to the esteemed Denice 
who founded Pakistan. He termed Pakistan as a state Which woes 
safeguard the rights of minorities. Concurrently, he appointed ; 
handful of non-Muslims as high government officials. The dete 
over the role of religion in the state started only once the successen 
of Jinnah took over. The factions of bureaucracy, military and te 
political and religious leadership worked Closely to stall the “ne 
confessional future” of Pakistan. Over the years, the state appa? 
Bot overwhelmed with religiosity, with a large number of politi 
leaders using religion in one way or the other. Appositely. * 
sy was pane into a -~ 
ths Wig om against either bureaucrats oF e 
invoking religion to enhance its standin’ 


Credibiliry” (Ispahani, p, 42), 
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picantiles the religious minority, |; 


YING “thy, 
sa of Ory *, was refused protection Wider thy Hh the 
” al ~quently. disastrous incidents such Stalites of 


1wo thousamd Ahmadis in 1953 and death = 
ion uch as Hindus, Sikhs and Cherie; Frequent 
ogitics § | Christians face g eas 
ihreat of being atlacked by religious fanatics. 
| Istamization Disparaging Minorities 
pakistan’s history is full of successive periods thar 
sphe preamnenront of religious intulerance”. Each period paved way 
ge the other OY providing “Aarsher interpretation of Islumic Law” 
Ihe jslamic orthodoxy. thus. demarcated the national identity. 
gearing, all attempts of secularization. Moreover. the state “wed 
religious symbolism to halster the natian's morale ~ (p. 67) in times 
a war or during lection camparges. Quoting the example of 
soaslity commited by the military and political leaders in Hengal 
ws 1971 and other instances of injustice towards minorities at 
exious occasions. Ispahani argues, “Pakistan's leaders persisted in 
uw than embracing inclucire 
eotion Auiiding through religion. rather 
* . . 78 F 
chic nationalioa ” (p. 78) nue © ‘on 
The Era of Islamization under 212 orsened 


Conditions for Minorities 


yw 

on 
ont 
Ms 


Casing worries for “secular Putt. 
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sed the state institulrons but everything COMET NIT the 


affec m 
j, thes, notes, “However ricky uli vt, 

of Pakistan. Ispahan wae 

Zia sy istamization efforts appeared to outsike shen 


significantly altered the daily lives of Pakistanis” (1 1 
these polices backed by constitutional amendments Pacey ‘ 
whale civil society, it were Ihe minorities that gor alFoctey the 
including Shia, Ahbmedi, Hindu, Sikh, Jain, Loreen 


Christian communities. 
The matters did not end with the end of the Zi, regime. 


the religious intolerance brewed at that time did not fade away » 
ull. In both of the democratic periods that followed, Jyh), clei, 
went awhout their uswal business of trying to cleanse Pakistun of » 
now Afustims” (p. 137) Willingly or unwillingly, polisicay Darin, 
relied on Islamist factions to gain public support. Their imflucter 
grew even further over the years as a resuh of the state’ rok 
support of Afghani mrujahedeen, 
Why the Government Failed to Curb Religious Extremism? 
The period of General Musharraf’s rule, marked we 
“enlightened moderation”, saw multiple attempts of cradicatry 
extremism from Pakistan. But none of these attempts brought = 
fruitful results; the killings of Ahmedis and the forced convenio* 
of Hindus did not cease to happen. “The reason why Musher#’ 
promise of reining in religious extremism went unsfulfilled lies *™ 
support for jihad as an instrument of Pakistan's foreign pow’) . 
165). Terrorism cannot be eradicated when the state kills one ae 
extremists (who are against the State) and joins hands with <i 
set which serves as a tool to threaten India, Despite th " 
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ip beiw over and the civijign tule bs: 
cals securily WOES ViS-d-yjs minorities at einstatey 


Pro The Shi'a community continues lobes *OM ty 
juazara. and the frequency of blasphemy allegations Shes, 
a reights. rendering minorities helpless reached 


, é * SOOTY a 
passon's Religious = Minorities, — Oxford Univeraty — Pros 
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About the Author 

Mike Davis is a sociologist, urban theorist. and @ historian 
His contributions towards sociology and urban theory have wen bin 
several awards including The MacAnhur Fellowship and the 
tanman Literary Award for Nonfiction. He has also conducted in 
depth studies and analyses about the relationship between power 
and social class. Some of his works inchude Mkggica! Urhontun, 
Ecology of Feur and Planet of Stroms. 

Overview 

As the name suygesis. the book basically talks about how 
planet earth is slowly tuming into one giant shum, Presenting a 
bintering critique of neoliberal capitalist policies and their tole mn 
changing the urban landscape for the worst, Davis states that more 
ad more people are now migrating to urban areas mn search of 4 
better life. However, once they follow through, they are forced ts 
ive in slums and have no choice but 10 take multiple jobs w make 
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ends meet which include child labor. child prostitution and 
of other forms of exploitation, Davis also argues that o.,! 
what capitalists would like us to believe. shurns are Ot the 
better economy — they only create a bigger class divige 
poor and those who hold the means of production, He 
institutions like the IMF who aim to solve this crisi, 
making it worse. as they are as much @ part of the 
machinery as those who exploit the people living jn 5 
gruesome reality Davis sheds light on in the book is that by 
2050, 95% of the earth's population will inhabit cities 
overpopulation (10 billion by 2050), urban sprawl and scare 
resources. 
Davis's book is essentially a warning. presenting 1 
world which is no different from the industrial era London, 
haman life was only worthwhile as long as i was productive. 
Four Takeaways 
Cities as the Last Resort 
Being an urban sociologist. Davis is well-versed with 
industrial urbanization is changing the landscapes of cities. 
predicts, rather ruefully, that by the year 2050, humanity will 
reached its peak population and will only be residing in cities. 
author mentions how over the period of time, there has bees 
increase in the number of cities and, subsequerily. 
population. He further suggests that countryside population 
bepin to decrease afler 2020, and “as a result, cities will ecco 
vietinally cll future world population growth. whieh is : 
Peak ot chews 10 billion in 2050" (Davis. p. 2). The equatys 
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i Nom 
population. This. He SAYS, Will be a waterhey 


e isto of mankind, leading 10 the birth of g new Sey 
“ 
pie” as pleasant 35 one WOUIE like to think, h 
col 
gre THTIViNE 


wm pavis points out thal no matter where in the world one is 
soon, sate prety much ential. They all possess the sam 
jos exon structure in which the dwellers rely on heinous, 
jonal jobs to make ends meet. They all mun on 

oe of one kind or the other =~ take the example of the 
am Tanker Mafia in Karachi’s slums, Yet, they are thriving 
owvis's ¢netorical abilities lead one to unequivocally believe that 
te power to exploit this kind of relocation — social and economic - 
ses in the hands of the government and a few powerful institutions 


and World Bank. “Policies of agricultural deregulution 
hy the IMF gad World Bank 
surplees rural labor to urbarr 


~ the IMF : 
onl financial discipline enforced 
continued to generate ar exodus of 


slums even as cities ceased to by job mnachimes ” (P- 15). 


Sanitation: A Damaing Crisis 
he pl : 
Davis brings to light t , = 
ith being someone who lives in & slum oF shum-tike epee 
aes i yhor gives 
Sanitation is one of the many such issues. — ele 
example of Mexico City. where the living condlt : 


vw poagtes 
xe absolutcly gut wrenching. “Examples £3 
uicly ° . 
poverlessness in thre fiace af tee sarther 


s fut 
Cay residents, for exemple, inhale * | 
dary svousan cue 


ign and sufferings tas come 


Tetrocn during the het, 
197 


Scanned by CamScanner 


— 


Manet of Sums 


{p. 143). Another example is that of the abysmal gage 
people who live in ‘New Fields around jf, poog 
Shiderore describes families living in the sanitary egg 
anal dell of World War f trench werfare: they cng 
iw the mud directly in front of the tiny plastic sheers 
shew sivep” (144). He also laments the state of armas 
gmelers of third world countries such as India, Pakisean 
Davis angues that due to lack of population 
rural to urban migration, slums are growing at an af 
the absence of governmental and international sta 
living. standards of living im slums vary from zery 
Sanitation, of lack thereof. is one of the many issucs 
dwellers. 
Rural Areas As Troubled as Urban Slums 
While slums in urban areas are riddled with 
lack of sanitation, excess of diseases, starvation and 
situmion in rural arcas is no jess alarming. This és premagily 
of the decreased governmemal spending on providing utili c 
rural dwellers. Davis cites Praful Bidwai's article pute 
Asian Times wo uncover the dilapidated state of affairs of 
living in rural areas of India’s various states. 
Infant _monality rates are tisiag even in states like 
Kerala and Maharashtra, which have relatively 5°04 
social indicmors . . . . The government is culling 
spending on rerat development, including. agricultea 
programs, and rural employment and anti-pover 
schemes, as well as*on health. drinking wae? sunt 
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State and The Qreay Way 
for the Midtdle Bast 
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About the Awthwer 
Having served as 4 dabxane at valved journals, Mae’ 


Cxkteet Ms earned bimsclt ipmumsctahc waar wal tiles The 


. cnmmatict hat covernd atmost all the critical arcs tt the 
» we a 


Waitle East ad has gone through dkastic porns Of one ane 
hie wars, Some of his mom influcntial works vachink (sam 


. Tihs Bas - J bad 
wu! (agate Tw Rie of bujaweis’ Mite asl Fi aw 
o ~ ¥ ere. ” 
° rout 
(vera, he is working for The lrmdepetalc ol as acre 
weve ek, 2 


cr 


he Middle East. 
(hen 


tl ts 
- | de nibs TY ho 
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Hes “YN nevis with t ; 
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wah” These repens have gone through » | 
conflicts: invasenets. WANs civil and military), dict 8 og Wag 
soclarnanisim, Laploring the consequences of - ty 


Afghanistan, collapse of the Soviet Union, INVASion of iy 

US followed by the role of West in the region and the Oy he 

wars leading to the Arab Spring, Cockburn unravels the was 

of ISIS Mie 
Five Takeaways 

The War in Afghanistan 


Phe first war to follow the watershed event of q; "25 te 
Afghanistan war. launched by the US and its allies. The Sittin g 
Afghanistan at that time was not quite favourable for the Taba, 
There were various powers fragmented all over Afghanistan, wig 
“even villages [behaving/ like independent remublics” (p. 2h 
Furthermore, there were deep ethnic divisions among the Afghus 
population with Pashtuns, Tajiks, Uzbeks and Hazara Shia Mestes 
being the major ethnicities. In such a split region, Taliban's chances 
lo win the war against US and its allies were quite Ned 

Commenting on the “efvieus reasons” for the defeat of the Talite, 
the author states, “rhere was the US bombing...there was the hare! 
felt towards them by the non-Pashtun minorities. who mate —p @ 
per cent af Afghans... and the Pashtuns themselves were 0% 
wited behind the regome” (p, 23-24). The US and as oe 
exploited these weaknesses of Taliban and “restored sunt ig 
much-hated warlords. whom the Taliban had displaced” (P ex * 
Although the war in Afghanistan was suppose! 
followed by an era of Stability, but the war never ended. Let 
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nature and the outcomes Of war, tye author wi 


| gon te sith 
om Alund shalemutes with ne OMI hIW ier wk 
the millions af crvilians 


WS, “Wary 

*SEIS, cavtche 

who ure the VICTIMS. Politics 
decay or are averthrown but nobody js sia 

soem” (p- 14)- 

pismastlins Iraq 

Ever since the US invasion of Irag in 2003, the country has 
ever been the same. Although the downfall of Saddam Hussein 
yas expected #0 be replaced with stabilization, it exacerbated “the 
arone and religions tensions hemween Kurds, Stour Arabs and Shia 
jrabs” (p. 35}. Among such conditions, the rise of terrorist proups 
such 35 ‘Al-Qaida’ and Istamic State of Iraq and Syria ¢IStS) 
became inevitable, even aller the restoration of parliament within 
iraq and the end of US occupation, 

Dismayed with the incumbent situation in lrag, Cockburn 
gates, “Bombs, kidnappings and sectarian killings: these are whut 
penple talk about in Buyghcdad™ (p. 97). tag has gore toons 
enough: one of the “higges! exaduses "a leader “crue! hy matiire | 
(Saddam Hussein) leading to anarchy through Inis -— ’ = 
economic desolation, deepened sectarian divide. “eres 

_ jon, dewastalnns bronight wpe 
corruption”, forced foreign acomen” 1. imposition of UN 
ee Ie aia tt was to sh 
sanctions which rendered the country uniahabs a pone 
an extent that it became necessary. '0F a ari 
extracted by defusing lethal Valmara mines ~ 
Return of the Taliban sa once again a5 he 


ereugh te 
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116) created a perfect opportunity for then 


he “imeelll 

Furthermore. the support of ISI. he aa f 
- i nin ’ 

Pakistani armed forces”. helped in a9! eee am fone, 

ng the lack of professionalism in Afghan: 


gowermnen ™ (p- 


Discuss ; 
government, Cockburn asserts that in addition to being wea, ti 
government ix also very carry” (P- 123), Thus, several facton 
gave rise to the return of Taliban, with the news of US calling back 
its forces giving boost to their confidence. But at the hear of the 
problem lies the deeply fawed policy of the US, which has poy 
made at very difficult for stability to reach the shores og 
Afghanistan, Cockburn writes. “The US has failed in Afghanistan 
They will leave a deeply divided country in which reconciliation 
will be very diffiewlt: The wor aay soon be over for the Americans 
bur not fur the Afghans.” (p. 129) 


The Arab Spring 
The term ‘Arab Spring’, according to Cockburn, “leads we 


expectations of fresh flawers of democracy, tolerance and peace 
replacing brutal and dictatorial old regimes ~ (p. 130). The people, 
however, were “deceived “into thinking this way. There were 
concerns already looming on the horizons of Egypt, Yemen, Libya, 
Bahrain, Syria and Tunisia. Cockburn opines that these concerts 
were “the product as well us the exploiters af threats to thew 
country’s independence from abroad as well as social, sectarit® 
and ethnic divisions at home” (p. 131). One such concern “® 
propagated from abroad. specifically from the West. There # * 
lack of “clarity of objective” in terms of foreign pore” 
involvement in the region, Whether the intervention aimed * 
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ing. civilians from the ruthless FEBImes og 

yae’s d \ sic i i Were 
gilt & wn . HLCTESLs ASSO ted wish fe ) Soine 
eof clear, Such a lack of Clarity of ox: IMtFUsion 
| ae. YES made ; 
goers 7 spb ee Trelgor assist Az 7 
-_, sgability. Thus, at became difficult fig nin ¥” coulg 
oe aly militives Gud re-establish | 7 to 

apc it | AW cand order (p. 149) 
The region SO Secame 8 be of sectwien seutiee 

- ; 
yonce. dragged Between the regional conflicts, has been dered 
by the acver-enns battle ae Sawndi-led Sunni cools i 
s jrasiun-led Shia cowmerpart™ (p 163). The Saudi air ae 
iensitied the situation, with terrorist organisations such asi 
Quidam the Arabian Peninsula being the prime beneficiaries, 

Like Yemen, Syria too is entangled with sectarian rifts with 
the difference that it is far worse than Yemen and has seen much 
gscaner imer-play of imerational forces, It was the sectarian nft that 
gave rise to the propagation of Jabhat al-Nusra, with Free Synan 
Amy being “pardvedd tea atte side”. At the same time, the degree of 
foreign influence has been so high that today the “shape of the 
pulitical laméscape is determined by foreign power - diverse 

" United States, Russia, Turkey, 
and contradictory aims.” (p. 172). 
Gulf monarchies have conestentty 
Saudi Arabia, tran and other 
taken part in the Syrian skirmishes. it is only 


hat 
Bese forees nd the chain of events ! ; 
foreign a + ed io the “arobi™ 


imervention that the Arab Spring : : 
Lamenting the chaotic situation in Syria. peopoundes 


Use of chemical weapons and the even's 
Cockburn writes, “The quagmire & _ 
dad more demgerntes shay it was in frog (P 
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The Rise of the Islamic State (ISLS) 

Ihe rise Of the Islamic State was quite Vice 
start but the global focus remamed on other Significany ; *% 
“Seria, the Arab uprisings and domestic evenomie 


in Inag and Syria made it easy for the organisation tg 

ranks. Soon it emerged as a perwerful force in the region, Wit 
rise being so pronounced that the outlet “was freefy COYNE og 
military aperations in ar enormons area reaching frows the 
border almost te the Mediterranean” (p, 194). More importantly,» 
a result of the failure of Iraqi government in providing SECUTItY to ig 
citizens, fear and insecurity prevailed in the region which eventual 
led to citizens becoming susceptible to the ISIS discoure 
Supported by the onset of such circumstances, ISIS emerged as “jy 
most successfill jihad? mowement ever” (p. 210). Soon it became *, 
deep appeal for millions of young Sunni men for whom the political 
and econmnic status que prownses nothing bit joblessmess aud 


197), This lack of attention by the world 10 this grave ge. 
MEME thes iy 


poverty” (p. 21S) 

At present, the situation in the region is grotesque: a flere 
terrorist outfit has taken over certain areas and is recruiting youre 
men from various regions of the world at an unprecedemed 
there are several other terrorist organisations operating 1 al 
region: a number of foreign powers (such as US, Russi. . 
Arabia. Qatar. Iran and Turkey amongst others) are involved mt OF 
region, with airstrikes and ground operations beimg the ™™ 
frequent happenings of the day; and the rate of “4 are 
people from the troubled areas has reached a new high. 
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iis in Europe, Thus, quest) 

"9 1975 SUCH a8 what 1 

4 how 10 go about solving the crisis in hen Go with 
gpvious reasons. For Cockburn, the and Sytia arise 


ans 
731) : “Only a demititarization of Ssring lies in 


sor forte Middle East, Verso Books. (Kindle Version) 
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padical ee ae Design of Everyday 


Adam Greenfiesd 


About the Author 

Having graduated from New York University, Adam 
Gnesficid who served in the United States Army. Upon leaving 
wny, he started working in information architecture. One of his 
fimous works, Everyware (2006), captured massive attention, 

Overview 

Techne.+ y has transformed the way people experience 
frit ily lives, More specifically, “nenworted digital information 
Kechwology hat become the dominant mode through which we 
Operience the everyday”. Hence, the main objective which this 
Wok tims 10 cover relates to such “technologies thar are already 
plicated in our daily lives” By modifying human perception, 
Mh technologies alter the available human choices leading to a 
_| (Soiled experience of “space and time” Eventually, it becomes 

heen, 2 mmeOver myriad of inquiries regarding the existence, 

wd rationale of these technologies. 
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Six Takeaways 
The Smartphoac 
Being @ “signature artifacs’ of our age. 

“altered the texture of everyday life just abou, 

(Greenfield, p. 13). Replacing the conventional Phones er 

has successfully supplanted “so many other objects he. 

1S). Such replacement of “artifacts— implying an aa “ty 
ife"— renders human life transformed. So much so thy «4 
“shaped by the detailed design of the smartphone ¥ Me 
On another level, important decisions are conditioney Oy 
varying consequences involving varied actors Such lous ° 
dependence can also be seen through the use Of ravigns 
smartphone, which, according to Greenfield, makes us “Whew. 
access to the network to accomplish ordinary goals” (p. 20) 6, 
more shocking is the ease with which people trade their “Privacy fey 
“The Internet of Things” 

"A weave of networked perception Wraps every space 

every place, everything and everybody on Earth” (p. 25) in the form 
of ‘internet of things’ It includes just about everything tw 
connects “devices, services, vendors... to the metwork for analyst 
and response” (p. 25), Being a broad concept, ‘the interne of 
things’ has different scales of activity: at an individual scalt# 
includes “quantified self”; at a relatively higher scale it inchs 
“the smart home”; and at an even larger scale it comprises “™ 
smart city”. Although the scales might differ, but the purpose 
‘the internet of things’ remains the same: to mine and store ¢2!# 
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bee Making For te 
F og sll “performance is continuous, Purpose Wine 
its insights into further ism monitored ie 
emetic moniors” ProveMENS” 26) 
p biometric monitors”, such as - 
per ped ‘i 


he concept of smart Nome Aims Yo esas, The as 


pot Burton” is 2 pertinent example that the author gute. Wri 

can cover anyening with Just path of » baton, 

gets more than that: “They get data om the time and piace 

er's} meed, as well as its frequency and intensity, and 

sot dasa has value” (p. 28). Finally, in a smart city, as the auto 
ggg, “The broadest range of networked byormation oaths 

dices are... deployed in public space” (p. 34). Such things aim to 

ir iste ena SaaaE COM ar Symp OPIN Pt 

public way, and raise them to network” (p. 35) 

The internet of things, at every scale, poses great 
challenges to the society. It is a challenge, for example, to identify 
whether a choice identified by the “way of imeracting with 
networked information™ was legitimate or 2 “paid sey 
(p. 30). Another major challenge aries inthe form OS 
security. The author writes. “Every 20a pret 
wprotected... [affers} intruders an aperture ae 
ight install backdoors, intercept waffc #2 | 
network, or lai deniat-ofeservice amacks (p- 

Augmented and Virtual Reality vnewes ul rh wel 

Augmented reality is a blerd sig ova vealy.® 
With the ordinary world as we percetre (P 
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contrast, is an “immersive experience” and “isolates in 
from the rest of the visible world” (p. 44). Both,» ""®e 
modes of “mediation” The concept of Augmented Reali, 1% 
on informational displays used for aerial combat during 960, | 
the arrival of smartphone, Augmented Reality has gaineg y,._ % 
platform and a more “capable hardware ™. None the et, ae 
regarding quality, truthfulness of representation, vi 
misregistration, comfortability and implications on “un aupmeny 
human” remain prevalent. 
Digital Fabrication 

John Von Neumann, renowned mathematician, came ap 


with the “conceptual genesis of the digital fabrication” 1, 

concept evolved with time and today it has emerged as a digin) 

manufacturing process in which machines are controlled through 
computers, Given the measure at which digital fabrication is done. i 
would “sndermine the assumptions” of major economic systems— 
command and market economies. Furthermore, assumptions 
regarding distribution, demand, time span, variety, recycling and 
cost would also come up. Still the concept holds immense 
significance, and, according to the author, the reason which makes 
“digital fabrication truly radical is that it’s iterative”, \eading © * 
“process of thinking-by-making” (p. 61). He further notes, “Th 
essence of what is offered to us by digital fabrication isn't so much 
the ability to satisfy a material necessity, but that you be able 10 4 
so yourself” (p. 69), There are, however, concerns regarding © 
efficiency and the tendency to create a “remunerative monopoly 
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Cryptocurrency— “a purely divin 
code breaking" (p, 73) — ag Sond oy 
Nakamoto proposed “Bitcoin™ 1, i MOdemize Goce 
that has been designed 10 act tike ca» of 
ixcoin special was its abil ~ (p. 72), What 
aade Biacom iY 00 “bypass rite, 
yalidity” (p- 75). *PIOBraphic Proof of 
A"eryptographc signature” is alloted wo esc Bincin an 
is uset, allowing the “entire chain of custody” 
gen time. Every transaction ee bisa, 
amped" and signed 
cryprographically by participants involved. The message sili 
regarding the transaction, is converted into a lntinctive “hack 
value“ through specific calculations. The network theowgh which all 
the transactions take place follows the Bitcoin protocol 
Transactions, then, are amalgamated imto a “Mlock”, collective! 
forming a “blockchain". Hence, each time a block enters into the 
bockchaiin, the transaction is deemed as “settled”, eventually 
becoming a “permanent record”. This “decentralized process” of 
validation is termed as “mining” (p. 75-77). 
| Nevertheless, Bitcoin, as a currency, is only “as valuable as 
wher people think it is” (p. 80). Despite being a growing 
lechnology, Bitcoin “hasn't became the universal econosis 
solvent” (p, 81). Firstly, it is because of high latency tat the 
Inesaction follows—it can take more than an hour for l=Btr 
tecsactions to clear. Secondly, it is virtually invisible and inclu’ 
"process that is mot “ jcularly strai  (p. 82). Thirdly, 
part. 
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even if ome has access 10 Bitcoin currency, it is tiresome to, . 
merchants who might be willing to accept them” {p. 82), 5 te 
the privacy of concerned parties also stands at a risk, Flea 
the mining operations are concentrated “in the hands of o yep 
number af people’, the threat of “radical degre, 
recentralizarion © (p. 84) becomes inevitable. ¥ 
Automation, Machine Learning and Artificial Intelligence 
The aim of automation, to some extent, lies in “ 
imperfect human discretion with a synthetic fudgmeny thet 
invariahly figured as free from the contaminating influence. 
prejudice ™ (p. 112), Based upon “Algorithmic Systems”, automation 
becomes more ‘reliable, ‘obedient’, cheap, safe and leads to & move 
“equitable future™. However, apprehensions regarding the remo) 
of “hwman beings from the decision loop entirely” (p. 112) linger 
on 
The process through which a machine acquires “ability io 
learn from its experiences, generalize from what it’s encountered 
and develop adaptive strategies in response” (p. 125) is referred wo 
as “machine learning”. Thus, the algorithms are trained in pattem 
recognition with the help of automated analysis of vast data. None 
the less, there are concerns regarding “bad machine learning” 
“overfitting and bias” (p. 128). The former arises when mache 
memorizes data instead of generalizing from it, and the batter resu® | 
when “an algorithm has failed to acquire anything essential ot a! 
about the set of target « Sjects it's being asked to identify” (p- 12% 
Greenfield unveils the essence of leaming #0 
“developing the ability to detect, recognize and even) 
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se patterns” AP: 150). Such 
Can 

perized through the use of Powerfiyl be easily 


cacosre we GPR OF SUCH learning, tye ay Nm 
| acposcod systems have [earn atleast some shin, y., Maintains, 


gndersiood as indices of the deepess have always 
* (p. 153). Hence, the “conscious Seated Sptritual 
Project” of artificial 


etigence is evolving, However, & confroctation related 1g 
qacine “granscendence ™ arises with “algorithmic Sata et fee 
w optimize within whatever set of parameters they are given. dp 
shigs in ways Mo human being would ever think to” (154), 
according 0 the author, if such systems acquire heit own “logics 
of valuation and justification", it would be entirely difficult for 
hemans to “mesh with them" (p, 155). 


fueference: Greenfield, A, (2017). Radical Technologies. The Design of 
Everyday Life. Verso Books. 
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mosaic of Islam: A Convers, tion 
. Anderson = Perry 


By Suleiman Mourad 


About the Author 

Suleiman Mourad is a prolific historian and retigious 
gieatist, currently working @s @ professor at Smith College in 
Massachusetts, teaching courses on Islamic history and religion. 
Having graduated from the American University of Beirut, he went 
io receive his doctorate from Yale University in 2004, Early islam 
Berween Myth and History and The Mosaic of Islam are two of Bes 

most celebrated books. 
Overview — 
Never has Islam enticed so great of an SS! 
world as it has now. As poignant as it may seem, there nae 
problems Muslim countries are witnessing 3 een 
tis the civil wars in the Middle East, an une coy 
trmigrating into Europe or the lack of plusii quagmire. Ie 
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he Mose of &eum ™ 
such a situation, a peculiar methodology of “<rUinizing 
Arabic texts has emerged. advancing the course or eMguiry ~_ 


bowk presents such an enquiry in an articulate manner, 
essence of a long period in a “single continuous Set of “en 


Written in a conversational manner in which Ri 
interviews the prolific scholar Suleiman Mourad, the boop pm 
0k te 


profound answers regarding the composition of Qura bf 
Muhammad, nature of Arab conquests and Jihad, . 


Caliphate and clashes engulfing it, Shia-Sunnj 

clarifications concerning Salafism and militant Islam ang m 

“dectine of the classical schools of Islamic Jurisprudence” 
Thirteen Takeaways 


Quran and its Compilation 
The Quran was compiled in twenty-two years Of time 

starting from 610 CE. After the death of Muhammad, a dire need 
arose — during the Caliphate of Uthman, in 650 — to compile 
“canonical version” (Mourad, p. 9). Quran is a unique scripture and 
there should be no parallels drawn between Quran and the Gospels. 
In the author's words: “This is a very difficult text, and cannot 
compared to the Gaspels” (p. 9). However, some variations do exist 
between the canonical and San’aa texts. Regarding its form, the 
Quran focuses more on “legal boundaries and questions 
jurisprudence” in verses revealed in Madinah, The language ise! 
is evolving, due to which setting up a chronological order ® 
unmanageable. Nevertheless, “The Quran we have today is 
same as the one produced in 650 CE” (p. 12). 


of 
of 
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te to the author, “Thy mess08e of ie 
spor of biblical prophets is that our day is ty 
can olf ed 0 ids wrth wit oy 
while answering @ QUESTION Periainiag to Joys cme 

the author asserts that the Quran does insists tha 

once “the chosen people”, “hus this the Jews 

« aera changed becanse they 
ee tmanchments” (p, 15). The 
sation is the same in Christianity where the “theology of Pau! 
depicts that owing to transgressions committed by the Jews, the 
satus of “the chosen ones’ was withdrawn. Answering aeother 
question by Anderson vis-d-vis Quran's take om the Christian's 
belief in Trinity, Mourad says, 

The Qur'an attacks the idea of the Trinity (¢.g., 5.73), 

and takes Christians to task for deifying Jesus (e.g. 

5.116), But otherwise, its construction of Jesus's 

ministry is exactly the mainstream Christian position 

He is described as the Word of God and the Spirit from 

God (4.171)...There is no reference to Jesus as the s08 

of Joseph; Jesus has no father in the Quer a seaandst 

line only at Jesus's divinity. That is what the Ques 

does not tolerate. (p. 13-14) 
The Biographies of Muhammad 
The initial biography of ome stags original COPY 


Quran, lity 
NF according tg 


ul 
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The Mosarc of islam ™ 
the author, also included “mystical reflections, RENCTaling ¢ fetes 
whe was not there in Jon Ishag™ (p. 20). Even though the 
negaies any notion that renders Muhammad as a miracle 
there are biographies which claim otherwise. “Every 
Muhammad is thus shaped by the agenda of its author” (p29, 
Although, it is entirely impossible to understand Quran withour ih, 
help of biographies, but owing to “many variations om 4, 
{Prophet's} life, and a confusing picture” (p. 21). they Create an 
ironic situation. 

Arab Conquests and Jihad 

Most of the Arab conquests were conducted through force 
and some through alliances, Mostly, there was also the “prospect of 
foot” During that time, the two major powers— Byzantine ang 
Persian empires— were already at war with each other. Thus, tye 
populations, “eager for some kind of stability”. tolerated Arab rule 
One of the major allegation put forth by “Western image ' regarding 
such conquests is that of forced conversions, But, according to the 
author, “when conversions came, they were not under compulsion, 
but rather out of convenience” (p. 26). Such conquests, however, 
are called ‘futwh’ not Jihad. But as the Arab empire expanded and 
forces were dispatched into Afghanistan and the surrounding region, 
‘futwh* came to be known as Jihad. Literally, Jihad means, either to 
make an effort or to struggle in the name of God. 
Crusades and Jihad 

Commenting upon the impact of crusades on “revived ideas 
of Jihad in the Middle East”, the author affirms it has done %° 
effectively. He opines, “Those who saw the Crusaders as 
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vemies Of Islam 
ee f and the Mustins, 
peared religious rhetoric of exclusion ws Prod 
ri. hatred 
with ihe crusaders, living Side by Side wie Mi who 
inal Nature of Shia-Sunni Conhicy ' 
| The original sail ae Split between gyir, _ 
‘ started a ~” ivi ‘ ; 
o at Renee sak the belief tha Ali shouts 
peen the whammad™ (p, 90) aller the 
of Muhammad in 632 CE. The schism kept SE ay 
and Karbala proved to be the event that § hein 
grvision. After the death of Husayn, the aul bis den 
nyemendous Shi'i account of the villainy of Mu awive and Yesid 
od n0 comparable Swrni counterattack on the legend of Husayn” 
leads 10 a “strange asymmetry” (p. 31). Thus, by the ninth cenmury, 
thi ism had started to take root as a religious sect” (p. 32). 
Seanism, Salafism and Wahbhabism 
Salafism refers to an “attachment fo the predecessors... 
fwho] copied the purest form of Islam™ (p. 36). There are two 
modern forms of Salafism: liberal, almost non-existent, and radical 
Salafism. The latter is also tied to *‘Wahhabism'— 2 movement 
| “contended that return 10 the 
gartied by Ibn Adbul Wahhab, who 
practices of the Salaf was not ied (P. eax 
those who differed from Wahhabism as ner . 
an annulment of diversity of views, 
offensive to mainstream Islam. | 
-Sunnism derives 
To some extent, pan si ; 
of Quib and Mawdudi. Howevels *" 
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pare Srorsisi — principally the Wahhabi variant Proclaimeg 5 
Saudi monarchy {with} Savwdi-Arabia as the thy 
Sunmism against bran. the champion of pani ism "iy gy” Pe 
i-Arabia; A Reference Point for Sunnis 
Although there exists a split within Wahhabis, with 
them being critical to the Saudi royal family especiaiy j. y 
ous met of Gee Denes peverenans weld eee sce 
with Saudi Arabia. We sow on amtenet by Gedogan tw ings 
Muslim world and become the new Face Of Sunni stam ates 4, 
Spring happened, but it failed miserably “as a resus Of the fae 
experiments in Egypt. Syria. Libya. and Tunisia where the Typ 
(Qatari alliance has produced disastrous owcomes™ (p. 48) Sous 
Arabia still largely remains the reference point for Sunnis, 
depicted by the following words of the author. 
The Saudis mow have more control over the collective 
Sunmé political impulse than ever before, and tar & 
because we are witnessing an increasing Sunni paranoia 
toward Iran. Mt is as if the Shi i century is coming back, 
and Sunnis, even those who is theory would oes like the 
Saudes of Wahhabism, are lining up behind Saudi 
Arabia (p. 48) 
Sufism at Odds with Rigorist Forms of Suanism 
Sufism originated in the ninth century in consequence 
Sunnism being “dry and legalistic” It is “abou life of ™ 
spirit”and became necessary once it was felt that Sunnism coud 
survive without it. Commenting upon “Sufism and Shi ts being # 
odds with rigorist forms of Swnnism'. the author regards it = 


saud 
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50 maintains “thal moderate 


got. Hanbali and. Zahisi—q etl hinias 
goed “they focused just an Shari'a" : Mever developed: 
» However, ac tesuh of 


ype abey Delong to" (p, 53), 25 10 what school ay 


yodernisem and Fundamentajism 

—_. there were “nwo ~~ 
wndencies”: “moderate and militar, in a himorical ‘mannee 
ooierte remained dominant. However, works such as that of 
Sayyid Quid’s encouraged Muslims to get tid of ~Juhiliyye.. by 
fhting it and witerly destroying it” (p. 36). Such views Bes 
greaily accepted by leaders such as Osama-bin-ladin and Ayman 
Zawahiri. 

ISIS Exploiting the Gullibility of UI-Informed Muslims 

There is 2 strange apocalyptic hadith attributed %9 the 

Prophet Muhammad which peedicts that the Day of 

Judgment will not come wate a Byzantine army marches 

to the field of Dabiq. a small own to the sorth of 

Aleppo in Syria. where an army from Medina, featuring 

the best Muslims on earth, will fight them. (p. 60) 

This hadith is frequently found in “apocalyptic Literature” 
ind goes on 10 say that one group of Muslims will rum away From 
the battle and will never be pardoned by God. while the other Eroup 
hich fights will be highly valued by God. Then the Antichrist 
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would appear to destroy Muslims followed by the retue, is 

earth only to jour the Mustios’ army and kill the An om, 

author clearly dismisses this hadith asserting that “Wp ¢,,_ ' us 

tie untichvist and Christ exists in the Qur an” (p. 61). "ey 
This apocalyptic hadith serves as the basis of ISts: 

on the grounds of which the group exploits the vulnerable Ne 

who think that joining the ranks of the outlet can be the only 

for their salvation. The militant outfit creates “a sense of 

fur cempatiretic Miestims to rush to join the movement” (p. 6 ‘ 

the effectiveness of this rhetoric that makes gullible 

become part of the organisation and commit heinous crimes lit 

rerroeism. ISES employs this memory so consistently that they have 

a monthly magazine by the name of Dubig. 


Keterence Maurad S. (2016) The Mosuve af stam: A Conversation with Perry 
idee Verso Bowks. 
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We Should All Be Feminist, 
By Chimamanda Ngozi Adichic 


About the Author 
Her short stories have appeared in several prestigious 
| plications including The New Yorker, The Financial Times ws 
"Gant. Apart from writing critically acclaimed and award winewng 


the receiver of the MacArthur Genius Grant. 
a Yellow Son, 


| oe 


_ amels. she is also t 
* Some of hes works include Purple Hibiscus, Half of 


wed We Showld All Be Feminists. 


Adichie, We Should all be Feminists be — pe 
feninism matters in the 21st century: Adichie 


| 
ae ge 


, irene 
Picture of a workd where sexism is 50 —_ ly over 


fnctioning of its members that they fail © 
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samefestations of @. A book that will towch the hear, of 
shutter the ego of some, We Siiuld all be Feminise, ke 
cmigue ol fete 
Two Takeaways 

Misogyny: A Consequence of Bad Parenting 

Adichee say's that minogytiy Cxists in everyday lige mM 
encounter it eyérywhere, whether 4 1s wearing @ shin 10 wot 
ssed in a restaurant by & waiter because YOU ap 
. casual sexism has been entrenched very deeply ig e 
societies. She cites the example of the time she was mer Opa by 
a guard who would pot let her in an expensive hotel becaus, 
thought she was a prostitute. The guard thought, she Stes, thay 
woman could never have enough money to afford a room for 
in such a hotel, The poor guard is not to blame for anything bec 
hes perception about women has been developed by the Society @ 
lange. Our society in general thinks differently about women, 
ihe as aliogether differemt specie whose capabilities are limited « 


compared 10 men, 

One major root-cause of this stereotypical attitude towards 
women arises from parenting. The way we raise our children ad 
ihe consequent development of attitude stays with them for the mem 
of their life — shane for the girls and pride for the boys. There, 
we are directly responsible for upbringing our girts in a way 
they show unconditional subservience to patriarchal conventios 

We teach girls shame. Close your legs. Cover yoursell 

We make them feel as though by being born female. 

they are already guilty of something | Adichie. p. !4) 
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according *© Adichie, the only way to fix th 


is . 
we 908 and daughters differently than the Smee ” 


Way we have been 
goal All Be Feminists 

Throughout the book, Adichie breay. 
oe being SYMONYMOUS With misandry, 
sere te ck of feminism has hurt men just 
phe sthor suggests that realizing that there is 


GOWN the myth of 
She gives exampies 
#5 Much as women 


serctypes attached to their gender, Adichic makes the need for 


Morne Agi ; 
Adichic. C. (2014), We Showld All Be Feaunests. Fourth Estate. 
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gacturing Consent: The Politica; 
ail the Mass Media Economy of 


Edward S. Herman and Noam Choma 


About the Authors 

Edward S. Herman, a senior media analyst and a professor 
ihe University of Pennsylvania, has written extensively on media 
wi polities. Hes expertise ranges from financial regulation to 
puitical economy and media. The Politics af Genocide, The Real 
Teror Network and The Global Media are some of his heghty 
praised works. 
Noam Chomsky, a seasoned linguist, histonan, phibesopher 


wd political activist, is one of the most renowned and ciled 


American scholars. He is currently an Institute Professor ars 
has wri 
# Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) ae ee 
! 
wer 100 books and dozens of bestsellers. some ae 


Power 
une. 
Understanding Power, Failed States- cn Palest 


‘rtems and Manufacturing Consent: 
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Overview 


In this modern world of awareness ang 
where consent is improbable to be engineered, one ; % "Ping, 
so effortlessly. It is the mass media which have ach; oo 


of "manwfacturing consent” In this book, the “media ne ‘vag 
and performance’ specifically, the US'—are criticay, “7 
ihrough the use of “propaganda model” Since the Ms 
serve to further “special inferests that dominate the dy 
private activity”. the model aims to “explain the broad sweep ia 
mainstream media's behavior and performance by theip 
character and integration into the political Stina 
dominant economic system” lt, therefore, becomes ReCessary » 
bring a “substantial change in widerlying media Organization ang 
goals”, in order to ameliorate media structure and performance 
Although the book is written in the US context, but the fact thy 
media outlets get influenced by the powerful elites (ha 
government and corporations) and often frame news and analyse: 
accordingly remains universal. 
Four Takeaways 
The Propaganda Mode! 
Apart from influencing various policy areas, wealth a 
power also have the ability to “filter out news” deemed fit 0% 
reported to the general public, It is a part of the propaganda me‘ 
which concentrates on the “inequality of wealth and power a ® 
multilevel effects on mass-media interests and choice 3 
(Herman & Chomsky, p. 2). The authors outline five major 
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lic. “Onsen OF ay 
1. “The site, concentrated OWNErshin 
orientation of the dominant mac” “él 
[ gol fla Sirs” 
| inesses Of large scale, such dominant (P 2 
pete ai , , MCdia Fires 
| a common interests with major actor. ane 
rather constrained by greater “forres beng 
>, Advertising, It serves as their “primary j —_ 
ve representation Of programs according to ie 
quesisanorm. The basic objective is to disseminate their “selling 
}. Mass-media relying on primary sources. This kind of 
seation is based on “economic necessity and reciprocity of 
isserests” (P- 18). The colossal cost of acquiring information is, 
dus, avoided through such sources. Therefore. “reliable, scheduled 
ows” of news are maintained through large bureaucracies— 
premmental and corporate. These powerful sowcts bene 
“privileged access to the gates” and employ resources to “inflierce 
au cverce the media” (p. 22). 


statement! oF 
4. “Flak— the negative responses to a med 
- ttestntinad. However, Gatct OF 


Movement seems to have diminished - with 
Union iti as a prafouneinftaeme® 11% Tel of 
tswer tend to be framed in terms oF ° 30) 
Communist and anti-Comnuusist powers {PT 
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These “filters constrict the variely of ney, le 


a : ' 
svvtematic anel highly political dt Hotomization " 


5 ° ‘ 
coveruge bused on serviceability to importany domes, my 
fe 


miteresty ” (p. 35). 
Worthy and Unworthy Victims 
The worthiness of victims is portrayed by the “pre 

cystent” People suffering in “enemy states’ are deemed « 

while “tose treated with equal or greater severity Mg 
government or clients will be unworthy” (p. 37). Subsequently 

“definitions of worth” are framed on political basis. Quoting . 
example of Jerzy Popieluszko, a polish cleric killed by the Polis 
police in 1984, the authors state that the extensive amount of med 
coverage given to him rendered him a “worthy” victim, On the 
other hand, priests along with four US churchwomen who — 
slaughtered in Latin America failed to “elicit Propagands 
outburst by the mass media™ (p, 38). The qualitative difference 
between the two was evident from the fact that in case of the 
former, “generous” details were given, with outright demands for 
justice. While in case of the latter, a “low-keyed coverage” was 
maintained. Similarly, “Twenty-three religiows victims 
Guatemala” were considered unworthy. given the “quantity ow 
quality of media attention” (p. 71 5. 
Test for Propaganda model: “Meaningless Third Worl! 
Elections” 

Elections in the third world countries are framed in "™° 

forms. They can either be of “friendly client states” © 
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cred oF CREANY COMMITEE (DBD th ig a | 


ing © tive authors, to check the epicabity Pecterd tun 
o 


_giections held in the client states, sponsored jy oo 
called ~emunistration — eg ee Sie ms Pe a 
a iting papwtation tht the inscevention ts ey 
usd” (p- 87). Resultanily, ‘Grenade igi = 
: legitimate while “disfavored” elections are iia’ 
ojarcical” (p. 88). The authors have illustrated edeniehis of aes 
gates——Et Salvador, Guatemala and Nicaragua. The 
state fulfilled all the “parameters shut mute ax clection 
wsefal”—freedom of speech, press, assembly, Bssociation - 
nonexistence of state of terror—but its elections were termed 
~ Commenting on the role of media, the authors opine, ~The 
senariabe entinasicrsin and optimise fora by the US. mass media 
ie client-sfate elections has nothing t do with electoral 
realities” (p- 120). 
formation 
ae ae nin treated the Indo-China vindicates theie 


subservience to the propaganda model atl 
the mass media exist in, the authors proclaim, How 
mobilized media is a concepuon of the 
tnformation and discussion. imdepe as i 
* (p, 252) 
ci dacg Mi * whieh was yield 
“filters”, the authors maintain the nal wr 
to exploit it “for later exercises ™ 
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Given the obedience of the “winciless media”, it Goes Moy 
sexprise when the “Auterican invaders were Feparded ay op a, 
of the aggression of the Vietnamese ™ (p. 177), "Kling, 


Reterewce Uerman FS. & Chomsky, N. (2010) 4 
putincal ecomomy of the mars media. Randem House. [Kindle v 7 he 
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: Freed 
cypherpunks: Freedom and the Puture of tne 
Internet 


py Julian ASS@nge. Jack Appelbaum, Andy Muller. 


M 


About the Authors 
Julian Assange is an Australian computer Programmer and 
ihe founder of WikiLeaks. He was catapulted to fame in the wake of 
famous 2010 publications, He has won many awards for his work in 
joumalism. 
Jack Appelbaum is an American journalist, hacker and 
security researcher. Andy Muller-Maguhn had been a member of 
German hacker association, Chaos Computer Club, from 1986 to 
212. Jeremie Zimmermann is a French computer science engineer, 
“aivocate of fundamental online freedom and a hacker. 
Overview 
This book, written in a conversational style between 
ac and other aforementioned individuals, talks about the 
unprecedented nature of mass internet surveillance. The 
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hook is essentially about cypherpunks, activists strongly. a4 
the use of cryptography (writing in code). These “hy 
especially Assange, have been a voice in the wikemes. ayo 
challenges the unethical and draconian surveillance wise he 
the authorities. In a world, where Every MOVE On interne, ;, by 
watched aver by the government, Cypherpunks are wane 
strong encryption. To create widespread awareness : 
masses. Assange brings some fellow internet activists t  _ 
and resist the authorities’ unrestrained power 4, 
Cypherpunks is @ book that persuades people 10 think abou 
legitimate tools of surveillance including Facebook and Googie z 
we willing to take up the fight to bring an end to this bine 
intrusion immo our internet privacy? Or are we just ¢ omnplacen 
enough to remain silent about it? Silence is tantamount 10 joining 
hands with the very authorities that are involved in mss, 
surveillance. In a world where weak are being watched over, & 
powerful ones get away with anything they do. Over the yeay, 
internet scrutiny has skyrocketed only to the disadvantage of 
general public. Assange and his fellows unveil an array of compks 


problems through a thought-provoking narrative. The boo | 


persuades us to see things through different lens with respesi¥% | 
modern-day internet politics. 
Five Takeaways 
ks 
War against WikiLea , 


US government and its allies decided to al xi 
and people associated with it after the famous pub! ae 
“These publications are known as Collateral 
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al cCablegete 7” (Assange vl al, p. 13). 


: The 
with the help of FBI ang OMMEE edgy Men of 


inrinal investipati : ‘ Ue 
el a crimina WWVESHEAUON SpaiNSE Jutin, A Patrons 
- US politicians ; of 19}7 
se May US tas hae 7 
aan of Julian Assange, US gove rapadic 
Ment forced aj 
¥ pruwviders “LO CLOSE Services ty Wars Memet 
. iLeaks orp (p 15), 
with imemet censorship, US aise ibeadias 
jp and caused @ great deal of financial bloc < 
Assange’s friends, associates and 
: epespiraloS, Jacob Appelbaum and Jeremie Zimmermann, were 
~ ho detained. harassed and questioned on multiple occasions. us 
| sho tied to seize clectrome records such as name, bank account 
| ggails and other information which might have been relevam w 
igvestigation of these associates of Assange. 
| Yore Communication, More Surveillance 
— Assange succinctly describes that there is lack of 
| oxryption on our internet usage and that with every Google seaeth, 
message sent or received and internet wig ES 
the government authorities. Cypherpunks pag cai 
uthors advocate for the privacy and — a 
| Bing imemet. All this communication was — y 
itis "mass imerpreted’. The powerful S8° ' 
dsease and a threat that should be resisted # 
| Meeses the instance of 2008 protest *8 y. people 
“hich was Facebook-organized- 
deiected using same Facebook. 


. 
, 
r- 
i 
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Interestingly, the authorities who want to contros 
communication always mention cyber-war, tte 
understanding the complex nitty-gritty of technology, “Such Ve, 
are often talking about cyber war and not ome of them, mg. 
one, is talking about cyber peace-building, or anythin tela 
peace-building” (p. 32). According 0 Assange, way . 'o 
business and internet freedom is a threat to them. Paranojg Nba 
increased with time. From surveilling particular people ang my 
information, they have now reached @ point where they... 
everything. 
Tactical Surveillance 

it is understandable that the authorities need to fer tu 


some bad guys and they need to tap their phone calls and sure) 
their internet, but where they draw the line is questionable. Seren, 
Zippermann, while raising this interesting point, suggests thar ws 
should be done through a judicial procedure. Such teas 
surveillance is uncalled for and only particular individuals showld te 
under the microscope. Andy Miller-Maguhn identifies the flaw is 
policy and asserts that politicians sign the documents without ary 
understanding of technological underpinnings. Bad peaple should 
be looked over, but there is no policy which calls for a limit, Stutes 
have an unprecedented authority to have a crackdown on whoever 
they want. This should be systemic, limited and there should 
certain prerequisites, but that is not the case nowadays. Assanet ® 
skeptical about mass surveillance and policy that suits it, #5 he s)* 
“Once you have that it is complex. given that it ts designed ® 
operate in secret. isn't it true that it cannot be - 


policy?” (p. 43), 
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nce of Political and Economic Interactions 
” the book gives myriad of stories embodied in cx 
andy. Julian and Jeremie, which show how our politic; 
ic interactions are being surveilled. Visa Card, sais 


PIVCT atic 


ad and all other ‘aan through which financias 
jons take place hn being looked over by the authorities 
ye gives an interesting and amusing example and says that - 
nan B95 erected this surveillance. given to buy a ati 
gashington D.C finds it only 30 seconds later. If we buy sietlen 
seugh credit cards, authorities get to know it. There iS NO privacy 
a the world anymore. Governments even oppress diectating 
gemmatives over the internet. Any forum which criticizes the 
gremment can be banned and the people who run it can be 
kained. Systemic censorship has Crippled any debate, dissem and 
crique of oppressive regimes, One such example is that of Ammar 
#4 page (nickname given to authorities that applied sirict 
cnsorship), deployed in Tunisia by Ben Ali's regime. By this kind 
of censorship, Journalists with differing views were prosecuted, 
hit media was limited and any content that criticized the regime 
“5 scarped altogether, The regime controlled imernet freedom 
ough siringent censorship. There are a lot of other examples. 
Privacy for the Weak, Transparency for the Powerful 
Cypherpunks have been all about the afore-stated heading. 
call for the freedom of the weak and accountability of the 
a, That is the sole reason why authorities cannot stand 
Punks and WikiLeaks. The book reveals the dark secrets of 
Powerful in this chapter: mass corruption, War Logs and other 
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crimes. We live in a world where ordinary citizens me 
unjustifiably by the authorities, while there j, a, 
surveillance nor any accountability for the Powerful ws, 
serving laws of censorship are merely stockpijeg ; Pah 

Ne 


freedom of the weak. 

The book talks about ‘potential wopian Senay. 
such dystopian surveillance does not exist and whete , 
ET ee ee ear. 
when general public is not subjected to draconian Surveill 
the powerful are held accountable for their wrongdoings, a 
real world, things are quite opposite to the *potentiay 
scenario’. Today, our freedom is hijacked by the system, 

How can a normal person be free within that system 

They simply cannot, it's impossible. Not that anyone 

can ever be completely free, within any system, but the 

freedoms that we have biologically evolved for, and the 

freedoms that we have become culturally ac 

will be almost entirely eliminated. (p. 160) 


References: Assange, Julian, Jacob Appelbaum, Andy Miller-Magutn. if | 
Jere i¢ Zimmermann. Cypherpunks: freedom and the future of the need 
New York: OR , 2016. Print. 
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pakistan’s Enduring Challenge, 


py C. Christine Fair, Sarah J. his 


About the Authors 

4 multitude of authors contributed to the book, most 
| | Christine Fair and Sarah Watson. Fair is a political 
girtist who specializes in military affairs in South Asia. She has, 
wtored several books, including Fighting to the End, 
Conterinsurgency in Pakistan, The Madrassah Challenge and 
hetistan’s Enduring Challenges. She is currently a professor in the 
Department of Peace and Security Studies at Georgetown 
University, Watson is an Intelligence Research Specialist working 
br the New York City Police Department. 

Ten Takeaways 

Pakistani Militancy in the Shadow of Us? Withdrawal from 
Mehanistan 
"According to this essay, there Sf T° 
Ment in Pakistan: prostate and antistate- us vitians, 
Niacstn will cause arise in tensions a”0"6 
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will also give them a greater chance [0 Exercise Control oye, thei 
territories, making it harder for Pakistan to manage the Militaney : 
be it prostate or antistate. The diversity of militants and their inter. 
group tensions make it harder for them to unite and throw ofr 1 
state of Pakistan. While it can be confidently assumed that the State 
will have no such threat from militancy, the fact that these now, Stine 

actors will continue to endanger stability cannot be ignored, 
This author also argues that the sectarian and ideojogi..) 

militancy in Pakistan will not remain as strong as it is now, 

Barring a cataclysmic event, however, and despite the 

megalive trends, extreme outcomes such as 

fragmentation, the breakaway of discomtemted provinces. 

or total state failure are unlikely im the near to medium 

term. Instead, Pakistan is likely to continue muddling 


through. (p. 54) 
For a state that is already torn apart by internal differences 


and non-state actors, this assumption is nothing if not positive, 
because Pakistan might have one less thing to worry about that 
poses a threat to its integrity. 
Militancy's Internal Differences 
White highlights how Pakistan's militant forces differ from 
each other in their operations. This chapter uses Sura-e-Tawba a3 2 
background to explain these sectarian and ideological differences. 
This surat is considered a doctrine by Islamic militants, which they 
use aS 4 justification to wage war against non-Muslims and the 
West. White compares different militant organisations and comes © 
the conclusion that due to the difference in their interpretation of th¢ 
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This wil} PreVENE the 


nce of joi mobilization of Milita 
Pi NCY in Pakistan, 


onto" Drone Program 


gaacks militants in parts of Pakistan where the = Program 
seffective. Pakistani military and the Unites military is rendered 
States Bo hand in hand 
» far as the program is concemed as both have 
y S 3% Common interest 
is the eradication of FATA-based militants and both 
piece wam to keep 
ihe Pakistani nuclear arsenal secure. 
Pakistan's Nuclear Arsenal 

Taken together, Pakistan's nuclear dangers are small bet 

real, The absolute possibility of an adverse nuclear 

event emanating from Pakistan is low, just as it is from 

any single country globally. (p, 99) 

The author provides a detailed overview of Pakistan's 
nuclear arsenal and states that even though the chances of a nuclear 
cvenl occurring in Pakistan are low, they might increase depending 
te the country's relationship with India. 

Additionally, another factor that would increase the 
chances of the occurrence of this cataclysm is the country’s history 
with extremism and Islamic militancy. a 

But Pakistan's relative risk is high- baa x58 Ba 

relative risk is not a lack of professionalise o 

of Pakistan's nuclear custodians. lv] ‘ 
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outgrowth 
the complicated relawonship between the Pakistan: 
and violent extremism, (p. 106) 
racy on the Leash in Pakistan 
Fair outlines the past, present and future Of the 
army and how it has controlled the government, ete. 
indirectly. Secondly, she discusses the role of Pakistan," 
and what it means for democracy in Pakistan. Farge as 
each changing. regime, the judiciary is shufMed to the ga. 
liking. ‘ 
In the days after the bin Laden raid, Pakistan’, 
ambassador to the United States, Husain Haggai 
allegedly wamed the United States of a coming coup 
and requested that it intervene to secure the civilian 
government. In that instance, the military communicated 
directly with the court without any agency of te 
civilian government directing M to investigate the 
matter, Throughout the drama, the cour played ig 
“traditional role of facilitating the subversion of 
representative institutions—trelying in the process, once 
again, on an underlying discourse that coincides wit 


With 
Mate 


Democ 


the military's own. (p. 141) 
Technological Change and the fate of Pakistani Politics 

“In recent years, a growing muanber of Pakistanis 
come to believe in the revolutionary potential of new ™ 
technologies, particularly in the political context * (p.164) - 
interest in the use of technology and how it wields power ins” 
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og political scene is UNeTStaANdable «: 
3 
gat is soe mostal media play 
"Lae ons 00 Bee A their approach and reach 
, in technology is 1j newer 
as cranes Ikely to benefit the ve 
j, ages that with the advent of ney vt Society tog, 
' gs 3G internet, there is a “/._ 7 possinin: I Pakistan, 
a ; "Y Of @ greater 
decision making about pare 
wt in Contentions SeCurity and forei 
san military.” (p. 18) siete 
pakiston 
pakistan’s Economic Dilemma 
Pakistan has never really been famous for paying back its 
pons. Yet, it continues to ask for more, According to the book, 
pakistan’s economic Crisis is self-inflicted. 
The Pakistani state's inability to crise suffickes 
government tax revenue has meant that the country runs 


a perpetual budget deficit and faces severe financsal 
constraints that preclude the formation and 


theft, and massive unpaid 
corruption, outright power co othe of 
bills) have the ee oon 
oto 
constraint. (P. 187) 's corrupt ay ae 
One can see unging more eae 
P pl shat te proces 
already bleeding ms 
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meaningful tax reforms happens under the ONBoiny 
admenastmation. 

US’ Strategic Breathing Space 
Most of the discourse surrounding the Us’ Withdry 


Afghanistan suggests that the withdrawal would may. . "om 
unstable, resulting in more Islamic militancy, Tp, 
Staniland also supports the assumption. The rational a 
Pakistan and the US has been turbulent and dysfunctions) 
9/11. Once the US pulls out of Afghanistan, its rts or 
and Pakistan's military will be reduced considerably. nas 
meantime, India will become a more important country in the regi 
from a strategic standpoint. Thus, in the short-run, the Withdrrsy | 
will make Pakistan more vulnerable and unstable. However, ig 
long run, this might be beneficial to Pakistan, because Civile, | 
leaders will no longer be accused of acting as US" puppets, Thy, 
might also reduce the influence of military on politics, though w 4 
very small extent. As the chains of events will unfold, @& 
relationship between Pakistan and US might even becom 
functional. 
How US is Perceived in Pakistan 
The author surveys how the population of Pakistan feel 
towards the United States. 
Pakistan's public has been polled several times since the 
terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001, and the 
subsequent start of the “Global War on Terror’ 
(GWOT). All of these polls show a clear trend of 
increasing negativity toward the United: States, and the 
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taege majority of Pakistanis now express manag, 

opinions of the United States. (p. 227) 

's Strategic Friendships 

Pande gives 4 Very significant historical Overview Of the 
coreg” influencers Who have incited violent instances in Pakistan 
ot Afghanistan, jeopardizing the relations between the two 
equntties. Additionally, this chapter highlights Pakistan's 
,qationship with Saudi Arabia and China. Once the USA leaves 
Afghanistan, it will also lose interest in Pakistan. To make up for 
this toss of interest, Pakistani leaders will try to make Pakistan more 
eclevamt to China and Saudi Arabia for political and financial 
gccurity, This may mean that Pakistan might be providing military 
assistance 10 Saudi Arabia in kingdom's overseas adventures, It 
may also result in Pakistan giving overly lucrative contracts and 


deals to Chinese firms in the hope of getting more strategic support 
from Beijing, 


Reference: Fair, C. & Watson, 5. (2015) Pakistan's Enduring Challenges. 
University of Pennsylvania Press 
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phe Hidden Structure of Violence. Who 
from Global Violence and War 
By Marc Pilisuk & Jennifer Achorq Rountree 


About the Authors 

Marc Pilisuk is @ prolific author, having expertise in 
conflict resolution, globalization and action research, Currently, he 
is Professor Emeritus at the University of California. Peace 
Movements ard The Hidden Structure of Violence are two of his 
most acclaimed works. | 

Jennifer Achord Rountree is also an academic who received 
her doctorate from Saybrook University. Her research _ 
nnge from human rights and indigenous rights 1° © 
psychology and peace studies. 

Overview 
P ‘rect of ; 

Violence in all its forms, oad vehind the pers? 
cause to it. This book unveils the real 
at the disposal of the weak and Wm 
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violence. Violence originates from war and modern Way 
which propels its lethalness and it is promoted through ‘ 
nctwork which exploits resources globally. Medig happens if ¥ 
equally responsible institution by controlling and shiping .. be ” 
audience. Finally, violence takes birth from fear institteg ge of 
of the weak through cultural beliefs and ideologies, Ming, 
Four Takeaways 
Wars Becoming More Lethal wan Se Modern Techy, ology 
There has been a dramatic shift in the manner war 
waged in the modern era, More astonishingly, ¢ “ 
war have reached a higher magnitude of fatality, The authors — 
that the modern technology has entirely altered the coun of 
warfare, which is reflected through infinite civilian Causalities ‘ia 
an irreparable harm to our environment. The authors further Re 
that the chemical weapons ~ through modern transmissions — sie 
used clandestinely, making it exceedingly difficult to detect te 
users. The magnitude of mayhem created by wars can be estimayes 
through these words of the authors. “War has Caused more thn 
three times the number of casualties in the last ninety years than in 
the previous five hundred years” (Pilisuk & Rountree, p. 16) 
Moreover; military interventions by the developed nations, 
particularly by the US, have been justified as “mora! 
responsibilities”. Affluent military spending has, thus, become # 
norm. As a result, it leads to advances in weapon technology. 
especially nuclear weapons. What such spending has in store for 
general public is a question worrying everyone in the world ex°*F* 
the ones benefitting from wars. 
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corporate Economy: A Curse for the w 
wn ‘ pandful of powerful corporations oe rking Class 
“Bed to gain 
PO ncaa working class the most as ix 1S this class of people 
upg gots exPIONS by large corporations. So, the Wen Ws west 


apie hold over the global economy, Such : 
PenurakIoN of 


yes from the rich 19 he poor 1s completely ed to 
Rather, they note: “Wealth hax flowed wpmeurd frum the 
aa countries to the upper financial levels of the richest countries, 
jy the comrse of these events, progress toward tolerable levels of 
seequalit and sustainable development virtually stapped ” (p, WW). 
In the age of globalization, only hegemonic powers have 
gcceeded in ensuring their well-being. Working class is perpetually 
exploited. Their living conditions are miserabie and very little has 
been done to improve their lifestyles, Through global corperate 
economy. the rich continue to become richer and tye poor cueminec 
“ : View 
Our $ 
a page ing various vechmques amd sclective 
Media, by employing and worid view of the 
not only shape the op 
coverage, . cally influence them 
audiences but also psycholog 
have to attach to pre 
of importance they 
} inate all k t They m 
media outlets should dissem ines and inteerity 
by sticking to the ideals 
nd tos 
however, te erst © J both 
presenting things : jhows wpiotence 
reality, in the opinion 


(p- 
inevitable 
normal and a 
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The mals of alle (ie general) ees pate, 
in the times of war and chaos when they mold information j, Mino, 
that directs people to believe in and support their ava, 
authors’ words: “There are exceptions, but in the lead, 
media serve less as the provider of factual information uw 
the propaganda arm for officials seeking war ~(p. 24) 

Who Benefits from Global Violence and War 

Seeing the widespread violence in the modem ery. y_ 
question that strikes intellectuals’ minds is thar why Violence any 
chaos are taking roots in most parts of Asia, Alia sided 
continents when the majority of people living in the planet sess 
peace. The answer lies in the growing businesses of arms ang 
weapons, With the end of violence, some of the most lucrative 
businesses in the world would meet their natural demise. As such a» 
outcome is not wanted by the powerful elite running large business 
empires of military weapons, persistence of violence in the world, 
especially the Third World, is maintained through a network tha: 

“has become the gatekeeper over resources, lives, and livelihood,” 
(p. 13). The consistence with which the policies of overseas wars 
and airstrikes are adopted by governments in the West, al most 
instances in violation of the will of domestic population, manifests 
the extent to which power and authority is concentrated, As te 
authors argue, 

Military and economic violence in the global era is 4 | 

reflection of the increasing concentration of wealth 

among a few dominant players to the exclusion of 

others, (p. 266) 
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uiem for th 
” ® American Dream: The 10 


principles of Concentration of Wealth and Power 
By Noam Chomsky 


About the Author 

Noam Chomsky, @ seasoned linguist and political activist, 
is one of the most renowned scholars in the world. Having a broad 
experience in a multitude of academic disciplines, his research has 
gained = immense attention and provoked cven greater 
thoughtfulness. By profession, he teaches at the prestigious 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT). 

Overview 


There was a time, even during most downtodin PDS 
hen a sense of “optimism and hopefulness” escent 
society “It's over”. laments Chomsky at the sight of the grea 
achieving upward 
class mobility, which was a dominant 
bas collapsed with inequality. with the 
Over the poor. The social and economic 
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~ fis after observing such Melanchor 


given years of hes life to outline the “10 pri "eS the 
NC ipte, 


principles through which the elites concentrate Wealth ang 


Ten Principles of Concentration of Wealth ang 
Wer, Tes 
Takeaways 


PE the 


1) Reduce Democracy 
Since “democracy pls power into the hands Of the gerneras 
population and takes it away from the privileged and the powerf.y. 
(Chomsky, p. 13), it becomes necessary for the latter 10 reduce it to 
ascertain “what the power rests in the hands of the wealthy” (p 16), 
The powerful class has been pursuing this agenda of reducing 
democracy for long. Being influential, they have made ia unlikely 
for the governments to address the issue of ‘democracy reductice 
seriously. The answer to how to go about dealing with the problem 
is summed up by Chomsky in the following words, “Aristole war 
right—the way to overcome the paradox of democracy is by 
reducing inequality, not reducing democracy." (p. 18) 
2) Shape Ideology 
In order to prevent “excess of democracy” and 
reorganization of “obedient parts of population”, it was necessary 
” the powerful elite to force the working class into the folds of 
passivity", making them depoliticized (p. 25-26). Quoting the 
‘sport of Trilateral Commission, Chomsky asserts: 
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measures 10 Feinstitule Better indoctrination to contro 

he press, drive People back io passivity and apathy, 

and let the “right” kind of society develop. (p. 26) 

At the same time, various methods of indoctrination 
aed 10 control college students, chiefly in the 70s. Another 
a “reduce or eliminate free education” (p. 26) 

any attempt to criticize concentrated power was 
geriited bY jabelling the dissidents as “anri-4 i 
j Redesign the Economy 

Commenting upon the “vicious cycle of 9 
att and power", Chomsky states that it arises due to 
jfeanciatization and offshoring (p. 37). The role of financial 
watitutions has increased by leaps and bounds since the 70s. There 
tas been a “sharp increase in the role of finance in the economy, 
ed a corresponding decline in domestic production” (p.35). 
Litewise, “offshoring” has led to the exploitation of cheap labor 
potully, 

Thus, the project of redesigning the economy in the 
worementioned fashion, undertaken by a strong nexus of 
coporations and politicos in the 70s, helped them reach the goal of 


z ject was 
essing wealth in a short time, Another aspect of ti POM 
lo create “worker insecurity”. This allowed workers 1 obedient 
#4 amenable. 


4) Shift the Burden a 
. P the “Golden Age”. the om but a 
‘Sifted from those who have 
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wo those who are classified a the = i. 
proletariat the wanking people Of the World whey ay. ying 
aad mune precartons enistence” (p, 48). This has EO mop, 
form of a significant reduction in taxes for the "2. 
dependence on the working class regarding = 
Chomsky, thus, notes. “The major American ecto 
the burden of sustaining the soctety onto the rest of *hiftes 
(p46, Such a shift of burden, however, can be placed bang 
“mass popular mobilization... that will beat back ip, throngs 
tendencies ~ (p. 47). "Wetting 
5) Attack Solidarity 

A social welfare state is crucial for the | 


virtually any neton. However, in America, programs such as seria 
security’ and ‘public education’ have been attacked time and ase 
The reason, as Chomsky points out, is that they are “based on 
principle of solidarity” (p.52). For the wealthiest, solidarity 
threst. Similarly, national healthcare has been put aside desis 
serious criticism from the intellectuals. Chomsky rightly quips 

“40 percent of the population thought it (national health care 
already was a constitutionally guaranteed right. But that's nex 
political support—political support means Goldman Sock. 
JPMorgan Chase, and so on—that's political support.” (p. $4) 

6) Run the Regulators 

The regulation, as Chomsky puts it, is “either initined by 
the economic concentrations that are being regulated, or 
“Pported by them” (p. 60). The exercise of power by lst 
“orporations results in a phenomenon called “regulatory cap * 
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enon in witch influential individuals keep moving “in and 
oa” of the sysiom. Ts what is called “regulation is in ether 
words a Kind of “cooperation’ between the business tycoons and 
namie, Resultantly, the ability of the government to 
formulate any regulatory policy that does not go in favour of the 
corporations gets seriously inhibited, At the end of the day, the 
government is only there to “hail™ large financial institutions that 
ye “too big to fail” and “too big to jail” (p. 62). 
7) Engineer Elections 
As the cost of elections increases by the day, concentration 
of power depends largely on the concentration of wealth. Simply 
put, political systems are influenced by large corporations which 
have the “ability to just buy elections”, leading to “shredding of the 
democratic system” (p. 69) Elections are, thas, engineered when 
corporations spend vast amounts of money, “with vireualy no 
constraint”, implying that “businesses and investors. ot INE YONTE 
ri ny 
believes that it is onty after people aneanis® * 
tnd movements that a change would COmS 
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ear reall matters— the continued effort te develop and 
acuve dedicwsed popular movements that wilt COMM ITE F, 
“omsaanny for wnt has wo be done” (p. 71), This "Ml 
imersfincrioing democracy” (P. 71), Pauly 


&) Keep the Rabble in Line 
The victous circle of concentration of wealth ang | 


threatened by @ force: “organized labor” The fact that it, 
democratizing’ energy makes it even more lethal fog ~ " 
.” Historically, the latter has been aiming at : 

Se eee mnnnanel America wien 
he fst to decades of the twentieth century, but by te gms 
was completely crumbled. More alarming was the era afc, the 
Second World War when the “business offensive” emerged As iy 
offensive intensified, it became almost impossible to form Labour 
unions. Currently, according to the author, there are “less than 7 
percent private sector workers [who] have unions, and it's ny 
because workers don't want unions... they want to unionize—iy 
they can't” (p, 78), 

9) Manufacture Consent 

The public relations industry has surged through the realn 

of growth. Simply, it manufactures consent; it makes people fee! 
whether they do or do not have power, The author explains such a 
“engineering of consent” in a straightforward way: “They [peop] 
are 100 dumb to understand so we'll engineer their consent to wh 
"decide, and that's the purpose of the public relations indus)” 
(P. 85). Resultantly, it leads to another objective—"fobrical | 
Consumers, trapping people into consumerism" (p. 86). The | 
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10) Marginalize the Population 
Policy SS not shaped by the public interest, in 
chomsky; acai aa Of the society is not primary, 
ire general public has, in words of the author. an “unt 
onger” toward everything. It is the same reason why Trump 
achieved public support. His popularity was “based on hate and 
peor”. The subsequent “generalized rage” does mot come as a 
surprise. Chomsky justifies it by saying: “If @ society is based on 
control by private wealth, it will reflect thase values—values of 
greed and the desire to maximize personal gain at the expense of 
athers” (p. 95). Furthermore, the real threats, most alarmingly for 
the future generations, such as the ‘environmental catastrophe” and 
Jear war have been sidelined. 
7 Change, however, is posse, it lies in eciiin me 
interacting with people. ex ermeameaar pe HPS 
la that can be dome if people organss tT on. 95) 
they've done in the past—and we 2” 


same foe the Amer? 
Reference: Chomsky, N. Got) spree ck. Nyks. P Hutchinson, & } 


& 
Prieciples of Concentration of Weal 
Scomt, Eds.) Seven Stories Pres® 
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qhe Reconstruction of Religious Thought in Islam 
By Muhammad Iqbal 


Join Us For EBooks & Notes 


Telegram Group t.me/CssAspirantsForum 
Facebook Group Name CSS Examination Ebooks & Notes 
Whatsapp # +92-310-5454503 


About the Author 


Sir Muhammad Iqbal was a highly influential Mustim 
thinker, 4 poet-philosopher and a Sufi at heart. With expertise in 
Urdu and Persian, he has written thought provoking and 
inspirational poetry, which eamed him a name amongst the grestes! 
poets and thinkers of the moder era. From @ philosophical point of 
view, getting through Iqbal’s writings is not an easy feat since they 
demand critical thought and evaluation. 

Overview 
in islam & 8 
The Reconstruction of Religious Thought 


lectures give by Sir Muhammad Iqbal. The 
collection of sever : . — 
majo “modem Muslim thought”. These 

: : ‘ i ih “due 
Son as _ Muslin religious philosophy wil 
a and more recent 


developments in the various 
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rhe Reconstrechion of Keepers Thouahe oy, tetera || 
Seven Takeaways 
Knowledge and Religious Puperience 
jqbal states that = higher Poetry ang - 
cine que Oe oe cen ye 


- the essence Of religion lies in fF: on 
“free inquiry” (P. |) im faith, 


that Quran cannot be understood in light of Greek though an, 
shat “the spirit of the Quran was essentially ONti-Classicns Rs 
‘Religious experience’, according to the author, js "© she , 
feeling” (p. 25) that is difficult to communicate to others, sf 
Philosophical Tests of the Revelations of Religious Experience 
igbal brings forth three arguments in the beginning of hi | 
lecture: the ‘cosmological’, “teleological” and the ‘ontological’, 
goes on to state how these arguments have their flaws and te 
“they are open fo serious criticism” (p. 27). He then talks shoo 
experience which has three main levels: “matter”, “life” and “ming 
and consciousness”. He also states that our perceptions of this 
world are merely illusions. The author criticises various 
philosophical views of experience and concludes that “Ultimate 
Reality is a@ rationally directed creative life” (p. 58). Whik 
Philosophy sees reality from a distance, religion books at it froma 
closer angle. 
The Conception of God and the Meaning of Prayer 
Sir Muhammad Iqbal starts this lecture by tying 
understand the concept of God. The author conceives the “Uitima 
Reality as an Ego”. The Quran gives the ‘ultimate ego’ the E aed 
name of Allah” (p. $9). He says that the important elements i 


264 


Scanned by CamScanner 


that they will choose well. 


Religion seeks a more “intimate 4 ledge of and 
association with the object of purswit™ (p. 84), This association 
achieved through the act of worship. This, however, “affects 
different varieties of consciousness differently” (p.84). Prayer, 
he says is the “expression of man's inner yearning for a 
response in the awful silence of the universe” (p. 87). The real 
object of prayer is achieved when it becomes congregational as 
"the spirit of all true prayer is social” (p. 87). 

The Human Ego — His Freedom and Immortality . 

The Quran emphasises the “individuality and uniqueness 

three main points are clear in the 


H that 
a aie LE “Aan, with all his faults, t 


Quran: “man is the chosen of God”. 


the trustee of a free 
‘ H the 

si reiecaea 8 ss “unity of what we call 
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the Reconstruction of Religious Thought in tstcam 
menial seotes” (p- 93) The ego 1 NOt space-bound like the physi... 
body and the time span of the ego Is different from a physical even, 
Another important characteristic of the unity Of €B0 is “essenyay 
privacy which reveals the uniqueness of every ego” (p, 94), | 

He also brings the reader's attention to the distinction 
hetween the words “amr” and “khalq”. These two words are used 
to express how God's creative energy is used to reveal itself to 
us. Khalg is creation and amr is direction. He says that a person's 
real personality is “not a thing, it is an act™ (p. 98). A person 
cannot be interpreted as a “thing in space™ (p. 98), rather they need 
to be perceived through their “judgements, attitudes, aims ang 
aspirations “ (p. 98). 

He posits that according to the Quran, the ego “hay g 
beginning in time and did not pre-exist its emergence in the 
spatio-temporal order” (p. 110). He also says while explaining a 
Quranic verse that the it is “with the irreplaceable singleness of his 
individwality that the finite ego will approach the infinite ego to 
see for himself the consequences of his past and to judge the 
possibilities of the future” (p. 111). This also gives insight into 
the Islamic theory of salvation. He concludes by saying that 
“whatever may be the final fate of man, it does not mean loss of 
individuality” (p. 111). “Life offers a scope for ego activity and 
death is the first test of the synthetic activity of the ego” (p. 113). 
The Spirit of Mustim Culture 

This lecture is started by looking at the differences between 
the prophetic and mystic type on the consciousness. The author says 
shat one Of the ways that a prophet’s religious experience can be 
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significance in the ending of the « me 
oo understand the cultural valye rebel + ANd it ts Mecessary 


This had laid a foundation for cultural development in istam to keep 
i updated with the changing times. This generates an independent 
aninude towards Tife and makes the followers fully responsible for 
their actions, 

One source of human knowledge is inner — 
according to the Quran, there are two other sources of 
“nature and history” (p. 121), The teachings of Quran that the 
universe is “dynamic in its origin, finite and capable of increase” 
(p. 122) brought Muslim thinkers in conflict with Greck philosophy. 
He again says that the “spirit of Islam is essentially anti-classical” 
(p.122). According to Iqbal, Muslim thinkers should - use the 
speculative nature of Greek philosophy; the spirit of Muslim culture 
“fixes its gaze om the concrete, the finite” (p. 124). 

The Principle of Movement in the Structure of Islam a 
——”™ sap ‘ nae . pee exert” 

structure of Islam is *{jtihad® - - — ; udgement on 8 

(p. 141). This also means 10 form an — | + schools, the 

legal question. Ever since the sta hasten dei TH 

theoretical possibility of the desr=* © srovided by th 

seems strange when jooking at ‘RE tially aymanric outlook on 

Quran which embodies 9” vais 

~ life” (p. 141). 
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tries to see the reasons fOr this imtettecis, 
a there was 8 fee that rationalism would COMPrOMIse thy 
nitude: of the Muslien community. The organisation ty ae 
oar egars of tam Fed 40 thE ENCIUSION OF INMOVaLigg ig 
een targety too away the power of the individual in shy 
“sharia he main sources of the Mohammaden Law are 
sapaith, me and Qivas. The Primary Source Of Iaw Of Islam is 4, 
Caran. Is, ROWEVEr “pot a legal code™ (p. 157), He says that 1h, 
sain parpose of wis so awaken in man the higher conscious, 
of his relasion with God and the Universe.” (p. 1$7). He again 
brings to focus the “dynamic outlook of the Quran” (p. 1$8), 

The second great source of Muhammaden Law js 4. 
traditions of the Hoty Prophet. There are two types of hadith: one ig 
“purely legal” (P. 163) and other is of “non-legal character” 
(p. 163). The author says that according to Shah Walli Allah, “low 
revealed by a prophet takes special notice of the habits, way; 
and peculiarities of the people to whom he is specifically sent” 
(p. 163). 

The third source of Muhammaden Law is Ijma, which 
according to the author is “perhaps the most important legal notion 
in islam” (p. 164). The fourth main source is Qiyas. 

The world of Islam is in need of reconstruction. Iqbal 
asserts that humanity needs three things today: “a spiritual 
imerpretation of the universe, spiritual emancipation of te 
individwal and the basic principles of a universal impor 
directing the evolution of human society on a spiritwal basis” 
(p. 170). 
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The final lecture Slams off by 
ged into Whee periods: “poi, 


71). The first period is g “form of discipline which the 
sins or a whole people must Occem as un wiconditional 
ynmind” (Ps 171), This is followed by a “rational understanding 
yihe discipline and the ultimare s0 authority” 


Secing religious life as 
Thoughe and Discovery 


The author says that the “method of dealing with reality 
fy means of Concepts is nor ar all a serious way of dealing with 
ie” (p. 174). Religion “is tie only serious way of handling 
reality” (p. 174). The modern man tives in secret despair “behind 
the screen of scientific terminology” (p. 177). He is 
overshadowed by his intellectual activity and has, therefore, 
“ceased to live soulfully, thar is. from within” (p. 177). 

Iqbal argues that even though the scientific processes and 
religion have different methods, their final aim is identical: “howh 
aim at reaching the most real” (p. 185). He further Says that 
‘veligion is far more anxious to reach the ultimate real than 
science” (p, 185). The scientific and religious processes are parallel 
each other; both are descriptions of the same world. The only 
difference is that for the scientific processes, “the ego's standpoint 
necessarily exclusive” (p. 185) and for the religious processes, 
“the ego integrates competing tendencies and develops a single 
imelusive attitude” (p. 185). 
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(1934) The Reconstruction Religious 
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By Maleeha Lodhi 


About the Author 

A seasoned diplomat with a passion for political science 
wd print media, Maleeha Lodhi has served Pakistan in an esteemed 
manner. She has received ‘Hilal-e-Imtiaz” for her exceptional 
delivery in public service. Currently, she is serving as Pakistan's 
Ambassador and Permanent Representative to the United 
‘Nations, Previously she served as Pakistan's ambassador to 
the United States twice. She is also a Public Policy Scholar at the 
Woodrow Wilson Center, Washington, and has also been the 
founding editor of The News. Some of her works include Pakistan's 
Encounter with Democracy, The External Challenge and Pakistan: 
Beyond the Crisis State. Maleeha Lodhi, as the editor of ‘Pakistan: 
beyond the crisis state’. has compiled practical policy 
recommendations by top-notch scholars, journalists and experts. 
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Pakistan: Beyond the ‘Crisis State’ 
Overview 
Having sailed through monstrous storms with 

resilience, the nation of Pakistan stood the test of time welj, 

being immensely capable and resourceful, Pakistan has been marre, 
by “poor governance, rule withowt’ law and Short-sightes 
leadership”. the combined effect of which has 

“Pakistan's progress and development”. Sull, however daunting the 
challenges may seem, it is entirely possible to conquer them 
particularly, through “bold reforms”. Accordingly, this book has . 
been compiled to provide ample yet adoptable policy perspectives 
from Pakistan's top practitioners and scholars. The book covery 
themes of “governance, security, economic and human developymen, 
and foreign policy”, emphasising the complicated juncture o¢ 
“domestic and international factors” that have molded the 
“Pakistan experience ~. 

Fifteen Takeaways 
The Past as Present — Ayesha Jalal 
Ayesha Jalal views the current state of ‘paranoia’ existing 

in Pakistan “in the light of a troubled past" The reasons for such a 
state are diverse. Firstly, people have been given “emotive lessons 
in ideology” which reinforce “hastily constructed national myths”, 
leading to “self-glorification of an imagined past”, Secondly, the 
people of Pakistan have failed to realize the significance of @ 
‘credible’ history, thus, failing to “develop a historical 
consciousness”. Thirdly, the ‘Indian factor’ and threats fom 
“within” have pushed Pakistan towards the contours of a "secu"? 
state”. Fourthly, the “Islamic Shift”, from Jinnah's “Unity. Fait 
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gad piscipline’ 10 Zia’s “poy 
. apioninistrative paralysis “changed the whole 
_ Lastly, the * 


ns loti” pW AT 
cin of events in motion, the effects of which are sill being faced, 
nevertheless, these concerns can be aR 
spentralizing security Concerns” of Pakistan Army and creating an 
gonsphere of open dialogue and discourse”. (Lodhi, p. 7-20) 
why Jinnah Matters — Akbar Ahmed 

Many a time, throughout Pakistan's history, the debate 
between “those demanding a theocratic state and others urging a 
Aalance between the two"—theocratic and modem states—has 
aways been passionate, The debate dates back to the years 
following Jinnah’s demise and has, since then, been mostly won by 
Islamists with brief intermittent periods of victory for democrats. 
Islamists spearheaded by Abul A'ta Maududi emphasised making 
Pakistan a theocratic state, despite the fact that Jinnah suggested he 
opposite. Although “Jinnah's ideas about Potision — 


“g theocratic state run 
4 he did not support “@ 
vogue”, it was clear that +s vision of Pakistan 


id that Ji 
by mullahs”. It can be safely aetna” 
included protection of minorities, a “need 10 wal 

relations” with India 


support for refugees, “cordial 


iban, set a hideous 
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Pakistan: Beyond the ‘Crisis State’ 
strength, which has unluckily been more of a disadvantag. 
Pakistan's benefit. As demonstrated by the success of ; 
beh the Geta Dont an Sem Ainetley plage a taay igh, | 
terms of economy and culture. It is time Pakistan ek tah 
strengths. Now that a system of democracy has also developed a, 
Senne OE NT SS ee 8 ei om iy 
about. The country is not "@s Poor as people think™ ang y, 
solations to: previews Puliten fice we cleo mit ts ‘chagan 
conceive, Something as simple as a “far revolution” COUN! creas 
the difference and enable the state to spend more on education ang 
healthcare. Moreover, & change in approach towards relations wit, 
the US would complement the development aspirations. Such an 
approach would focus less on aid and more on ceasing Us 
intervention in Pakistan's affairs. (p. 35-43) 

Beyond The Crisis State — Malecha Lodhi 

Pakistan has to choose between a “quagmire of weat 
governance, politics-as-uswal, economic stagnation, and crumbling 
public faith in state institutions” and a moment of opportunity in the 
form of rising middle class. In the past, there have been ample 
failures, especially during Zia’s regime, but Pakistan can still 
capitalize on its “transformational trends”—~ “politically confident 
middle class, fostered by economic growth, and empowered by 
information revolution”. Pakistani politics have been shaped by 
various factors including “power asymmetry" between elected and 
non-elected institutions, “feudal-dominated" politics, “borrowed 
growth”, ideological disputes and “enduring quest for security” 
None the less, the political parties can revitalize themselves Y 


274 


Scanned by CamScanner 


propounded by “war against terror”. with asta oa 
“corporate entity”, mushrooming budgetary allocati Cee 
“outside the bounds of normal legal systems™ and helping military 
officials get employed in civil institutions. Hence, the army “needs 
to take a back seat” and let politicians be checked by “i 
clements of the society”. (p. 79-94) 
ideologically Adrift — Ziad Haider 

Throughout Pakistan's history, religion has been used in 
many instances. It played a cardinal rote in altering “mation building 
and security objectives”. Such an alteration was quite evident 


onstitution-making in Pakistan. Initially, it 


during the process of ¢ 
. 1949, laying the foundation for the 


was the Objectives Resolution in 
constitution of Pakistan, which ! 
Pakistan, The following years saw “Bhuto ® ae 
Zia’s Islamisation, Musharraf's ” priest se 
eventually *Talibanization’. During # seine SS Ss a 
Hite”! 
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on “hwhing inclusive ame robust Pakistemi state 
progressive iskamie values ~ Op. 113-130) Talking 


Battling Militaecy — Zahid Hussein 
Threat of militancy has always been a source of Pakistan’, 


worries, especially in terms of stability, The issue SUrTOURding this 

ever-looming threat relates to “lack of a comprehensive any 

avtegrated counter-terrorism strategy”. With a “holistic approack* 
coupled with “political mobilization”, confines of terrorism can be 
shattered, (p. 131-148) 

Retooling Institutions — /shrat Husain 

The reason why economic policies have failed tp 

materialize results lies in the “wnstitutions intermediating there 
policies” Over time, these institutions have been “deteriorated” in 
terms of “economic governance and decision-making”. Therefore, it 
is important to “retool” them. The agenda should include: 
reforming civil services, “restructuring federal, provincial and 
district governments”, improving “delivery of basic services”. 
“strengthening key institutions of governance” and reforming 
“institutions of restraint — formal, such as media, judiciary and 
FPSC, and informal, such as trust and civic norms. (p. 149-168) 

An Economic Crisis State — Meekal Ahmed 

Outlining “key” macroeconomic reforms, the author 

describes the significance to implement them. These 
macroeconomic reforms pertain to controlling inflation, “equitable 
and effective” taxation, introduction of social safety nets, “ratsing 
domestic savings". implementing “export-led development 
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most importantly, strategic location. However, it is equally 
important for the country to improve its competitiveness. It can do 
go, according to the author, by developing a ‘clear vision’, 
improving governance and infrastructure, “becoming the region's 
food reservoir™, enhancing educational standards, improving 
skilled work force, “boosting exports and transforming textiles ™ 
and refining the SME (Smal! and Medium Enterprises) Sector. 


(p. 201-230) 
Turning Energy Around — Zian Alahdad 

Zian Alahdad in his essay, “Turning Energy Around’. 
highlights the core principle which can curb the energy crisis in 
Pakistan, The author states, “The elusive 


energy sector reform is IEP (intes » TEP, a five-step 


imperative of adopting this is “4 imal use of resources t0 


_ employs opt 

“i grates the polices ond PS 
oat economic objectives. 

of the energy sector with national 
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Pukistan. Beyond the ‘Crises Store 


Figure 1: The 14EP Process 
Education as a Strategic Imperative — Shanza Khan and Moved 


Yusuf 


Lack of education plays a major role in forcing Pakistan 
into a state of crisis. The issue “lies at the heart of Pakistan's 
multiple challenges”. With high quality and “value-newral 
education”, Pakistan can not only “challenge the salience of the 
Islamist discourse” but also successfully restrict radicalization of 
youth. Quality education should, therefore, “not only be ¢ 
development priority but also a strategic one”. The failures 
concerning the education sector carry the “potential of rupturing 
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, hy “educay 
; to Pakistan s recovery” (p. 25) ion remains 


| psista as a Nuclear —_ Feroz a _ 
Due to lack of Comparable resources”, Pakistan relies on 
© igs nuclear baeetis ie “deterrence purposes”. Such deterrence 
goes not work in Isolation but “requires a mixture of credible force 
denonsrative copadillty, and a manner to convey is will to the 
opponents”. In future, all types of deterremts—tand, sea and air— 
ye likely to improve and evolve, In such a scenario, the role of 
quclear weapons will “primarily depend on trajectories of regional 
security dynamics” —aftermath of Afghanistan war, “regional 
power balance between India and Pakistan", US policy vis-i-vis 
«4sig and the Muslim World” and the “current domestic crisis”. 
{p. 267-282) 
The Afghan Conundrum — Ahmed Rashid 
With Afghanistan facing anarchy in every comer, Pakistan 
undergoing swelling domestic challenges and still “vying for 
infuence’’ in Afghanistan and the West questioning the US-led 
: Pakistan from a lens of suspicion, the author 
; “conundrum ™. It is extremely 
terms the case of Afghanistan #5 ® 


relations with it, though historical re 
roller coaster ride”. Despite the incumbent civilian government, 
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Pakistan: Beyoud the ‘Crses State’ 
entire region tio 2 cauldron of competition ax existed iy 
1990s". (p. 305-318) 

The India Factor — Syed Rifaat Hussain 

Although the “enduring rivalry" between India and Pais, 
has made both the countries go for an all-out war more than ¢.:; 
but the prospect of peace still seems high. The fact that various 
bilateral talks and agreements between the two have been successsiy 
deems such a view rational. The peace process has been stalieg 
owing to particular “roadblocks ~ which are listed below, 

¢ the “clash of opposing ideologies” 
“Pakistan's fear of India’s sheer size and the pair's 
strategic and economic asymmetry”; 
the persistent “trauma of partition” and 

e the Kashmir dispute 

Paying special attention to the Kashmir issue, the author 

asserts that without resolving it @ peace process “will nor only 
remain devoid of swhstance but also perennially vulnerable to 
attempts by various kinds of spoilers to derail it”, (p. 319-348) 


Reference: Lodhi, M. (2011). Patistan: Beyond the” crisis State”. Columbia 
University Press 
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Alternatives to Capitalism: ‘i 
Posals a 
By Robin Hahnel & Erik Otin Wright 


About the Authors 

Robin Habhnel is an economist, a political activist and the 
wihor of several books some of which include The ABCs of 
Political Economy, Economic Justice and Democracy and Of the 
People, By the People, He is currently a professor of economics, 
aching at Portland State University. He is also a strong advocate 
of environmental conservation. 

Erik Olin Wright is a sociologist, currently teaching at 
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Overview 
Capitalism has long been criticized for 'S paquets 
come up on 
profound deficiencies but rarely has anyone 
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effective and practical replacement for it. In this FESPECt, the boog 
Alternatives to Capitalism, is one of its kind. The book is a debe, 
between two probable alternatives to capitalism — “Participatory 
economics’ and “socialist utopia’, 

The detailed discussion begins after the authors list some oe | 
the key injustices resulting from capitalism including ~. Poverny | 
exploitation, instability, hierarchy, subordination, environmen 
exhaustion, [and] radical inequalities of wealth and power”. The 
authors then proceed providing several answers to the qUEstion 
raised: “but is there a preferable and workable alternative?” Exch 
of the answers is critiqued to provide a comprehensive analysis of 
the subject and each of them acts as a major contribution in 
clarifying the path towards the best economic model. 

Three Takeaways 
Participatory Economics 

As the term shows, participatory economics is largely 
based on participation of different clements of an economy 
(consumers, sellers, suppliers etc) in how it is run. It is an attempt to 

avoid market failures occurring under capitalism by shifting the 
power from market forces of demand and supply to individuals that 
partake in a market on day-to-day basis. In other words, Hahnel’s 
approach aims to achieve “economic democracy, economic justice, 
and human solidarity” (Hahnel & Wright, p. 1) by using a bottom- 
up approach with no central power. 

This change in institutional design is divided into four 
parts: 
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. § le council 
,  Separa 8 of Workers ard CORSIMETS should hoe 
made [OF EVErY repion Whore « 


‘s each Ateahyr buras cw 
These self-governing democratic Counetls* 


all the suppliers and CONSUMES from that 


region and act as 
a platform for buyers ang sellers to Unanimously agree on 
an annual plan to avoid 


influxes, consumer/producer 
surplus OF any other market peoblems, 


ji Every council should set its own regulations and assign 
jobs in accordance with the “empowerment and 
desirability” of its members. This will ensure that every 
labourer or worker has a fair chance at landing 
employment. 

iti. Compensation or salary for every individual should be 
decided by their workmates who can truly assess the 
contributions made by hinwher. 

iv, Finally, a nationwide “participatory planning procedure” 
should be employed where “councils and federations of 
workers and conswners propose and revise their own 
interrelated activities without central planners or markets ” 
(p. 2). : 
All of these measures, if carried out properly, will 

eventually produce outcomes that are not only efficient and 
profitable (like under capitalism) but also “equifable, and 
emironmenally sunainable™(@2 
Socialist Empowerment: Hybrid of S° is categorized under 
= si i ic tatenl on “Sect 
“socialism and real utopias” where $0¢ 
783 


Wife a : 
Will consist of 
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instead of state/authoritarian power. Res Ulopias, 


power 
“institutional desivns phys Simca the 


fer 
other hare, ed - ‘ hie 
srncmagse wo come emancipemory ideals... while seitt being op os 


ar thee practical problems af wiadility anid stasterirabiliny~ (0) 6) ” 
Wright's ape, Sane Hahnel’s, is » hybrid of pines 
institutional change and socialist values. The approach supe | | 
no economic structure is fully capitalist or entirely 50cialist, | | 
cach economy has @ power-centric framework and this poy. | | 
distributed in three key components: Statist power (power Vested f 
the government), social power (power possessed by genera) Pub 
in the form of democracy) and capitalist power (power Of capital, 
owners). Therefore, the objective should not be to fix the “siopte 
binary notion of capitalism versus socialism; instead effors shoulg 
be made “to enlarge and deepen the socialist component of ip, 
hybrid and weaken the capitalist and statist components" (p. 65), 
This strengthening of the socialist component is termed _ 
“socialist empowerment” and can be achieved in a number of ways, 
Two of them are described below. | 
The Marxist or classical form of socialism, Under this 
system, “social power controls economic activity via the state” 
(p. 69). In simpler words, state regulates investment, production, 
distribution and other kinds of economic activity, and in tum 
common people control the state via democracy. In Wright's words: 
Investment, production and distribution are directly 
controlled by the exercise of state power while, at the 
same time, state power is itself subordinated to social 
power by being democratically accountable to the 
People. (p. 69) 
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form “ Radin 

coltectivities work for the welfare of the Re, cn - These 

llectivities but is ret SHAE may fund 

- never directly involved in how these 
organizations operate, An example here is taken Of Quebee 

in 2008 parents only paid seven Canadian cs 

day for full time daycare for preschool bias 

provided by community-based nonprofit d niin 

but provincial government subsids a 

iders were paid a living wage. These daycare 
centers were often organised as  “solidari 
cooperatives", an organisational form govemed by 
elected representatives of staff, comsumers (parents ie 

this case) and community members. (p. 77) 

However, the key problem with both these structures is that 
they fail to register the massive power of capital. Whenever 
socialism or social power manages to threaten capitalist dominance, 
t is “relentlessly attacked and wndermined™ Therefore, “...real 
progress in advancing the project of democraiing Ihe SOO 
through these configurations seems impossible £0 
capitalism is dominant” (Hahrel & Wright, pp. 86). 


Robin’ ing vs. Erik's Markets 
ae Hahnel and Erik Olin Wright oppose 


in dealing. with capitalism vary * os 


deal, with the key diffe 
markets and their 
cconomics/planning’ believe ; 
an equitable and erred and market-like arrangements 
Wright is of a view that 
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semen! ated mast effective way of deahing sake 
agen tie prodlems” (P- 85). They cannot be blamed “k Pa ; 
peuple act Atoreover, it is practically impossible to ii way 
niroiuce 4 completely mew system, As Wright notes: them, 
1, like Robin, am disposed to give great weight io g. 
prartrcupatory mechanisms because of the ne aens 
embody values of equality and democracy, but 1 am 
very skeptical that these could ever completely displace 
markets, of even, really, that this should be some 
bottoen-line goal to which we aspire. (p. 12) 
Hahnel, in response to this, states thay 
economics does not propose displacement of mari ‘i ae 
plans to “tame markets witil a majority s eae 
altogether with something far better". Furthermore, it tends ig is 

the presumption that had become ji 3 

saikcsouis inal tnolal Wills, x od estes 

between authoritarian planning or a market “ 

There is a third alternative — which turns out to look 

very much like the kind of economy socialists 

envisioned long ago. (p. 57) 

Therefore, there is not much difference between the 
approaches stated above except that “participatory ec ics fight 
to tame markets... while market socialists fight to tame markets to 
keep them” (p. 4). None the less, both the approaches clarify the 
path forward and must be referred to when a global structwal 


change (economically) becomes inevitable. 


are oe 


arn! i 


Reference: Hahnel, R. & Wright, E. O. (2016) Alternatives 40 Capwaaiism 
Proposals for a Democratic Ec | 
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| believe this book has been missing from the CSS preparatior 
world for a long time. Concise and to the point, the book ix & ghly 
likely to help you score well in many subjects. with Essay Daper 
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